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Mr. Abul Maal Abdul Muhith, MP, Hon’ble Finance Minister addressing as chief guest in 
the seminar on National Tree Plantation Program, 2017

National Tree Plantation Program 2017 was observed throughout the 
country on 1 June. In this context the Ministry of Agriculture 
observed fruit tree program fortnight from 14-30 June. As a part of 
the program BARC organized a national seminar on Contribution of 
Local Fruits in the Nutritional and Economic Security on 16 June 
2017 at KIB Auditorium, Dhaka. 

Hon’ble Finance Minister Mr.  Abul Maal Abdul Muhith, MP was 
present as chief guest. Hon’ble Agriculture Minister Matia 
Chowdhury, MP, was present as special guest. The seminar was 
presided over by Mr. Mohammad Mainuddin Abdullah, Secretary, 
Ministry of Agriculture. Prof. Dr. Md. Mofazzal Hossain, BSMRAU, 
Gazipur was the keynote speaker. About 1100 participants were 
present in the seminar from NARS institutes, MoA, MoEF, DAE, 
BADC, AIS, SCA, BIRTAN etc. The keynote speaker in his 
presentation highlighted the significance of the local fruits and fruit 
trees in terms of nutritional and economic aspects, and emphasized 
on raising the local fruit tree plantation campaign. Hon’ble chief 
guest Mr. Abul Maal Abdul Muhith, MP, in his speech emphasized on 
the needs and importance of local fruits for meeting up the nutritional 
demand and earning foreign currency. Special guest Matia 
Chowdhury, MP, Hon’ble Agriculture Minister urged to overcome 
obstacles to export fruits and also advised scientists to conduct 
research for increasing food value of hybrid fruits. Mr. Mohammad 
Mainuddin Abdullah, Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture in his 
concluding speech expressed the tree plantation as a big investment 
and highlighted various beneficial aspects of trees and homestead  



gardening in human life. In this regard he drew 
attention of the scientists to provide the farmers 
with quality planting materials. Other speakers 
also urged to maintain environment and 
ecological balance by planting fruit saplings 
around their respective homesteads.

Wheat blast disease out broke for the first time 
during the rabi season in 2016 at the southern 
region of Bangladesh. Rice blast disease also 
reported during Boro season in some areas 
especially in Khulna and Jessore regions. 
Considering both the issues with due importance, 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 
organized a day long Consultation Workshop on 
Rice and Wheat Blast Management in 
Bangladesh on 11 May 2017 at BARC.

In this workshop, Matia Chowdhury, MP, 
Honorable Minister, Ministry of Agriculture was 
the chief guest where Mr. Mohammad 
Moinuddin Abdullah, Secretary, Ministry of 
Agriculture, chaired the workshop. Dr. Paresh 
Chandra Golder, Member Director (Planning & 
Evaluation) delivered the welcome address. In 
this workshop three papers viz. (1) Present field 
status of rice and wheat blast disease in 
Bangladesh, (2)  Present status of rice blast in 
Bangladesh and its management strategies and 

(3)  Present status of wheat blast  in Bangladesh 
and its management  were presented by Mr. 
Chaitanya Kumar Das, Director (Field Service) 
DAE, Dr. Md. Abdul Latif, Principal Scientific 
Officer and Head, Plant Pathology Division, 
BRRI and Dr Naresh Chandra Deb Barma, 
Director, Wheat Research Centre, BARI, 
respectively.  Experts from BARI, BRRI, BINA, 
BARC, BADC, DAE, BAU, BSMRAU, SAU, 
IRRI, CIMMYT and KGF participated in the 
workshop and discussed the issues for mitigating 
outbreak of rice and wheat blast diseases in 
Bangladesh. Eventually some recommendations 
were made on different areas of blast diseases 
such as Research, Technology Transfer, Capacity 
Building and Policy Planning to save the crops 
from emerging problem of wheat and rice blast.

A day long seminar on Strength, Opportunity, 
Challenges and Strategies of Ministry of 
Agriculture for Achieving Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) was held at 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 
Auditorium on 14 June 2017. The seminar was 
chaired by Mr. Mohammad Moinuddin Abdullah, 
Senior Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture. 
Hon’ble Agriculture Minister Matia Chowdhury, 
MP was present as chief guest and Mr. Md. Abul 
Kalam Azad, Chief Coordinator, SDGs 
implementation, Prime Minister Office was 
present as special guest. Representatives from 
Ministry of Agriculture, Planning Commission 
and heads of different Organizations/Agencies, 
Development Partners, NGO representatives, 
Fertilizer and Seed dealers were present in the 
seminar. The welcome address was delivered by 
Mr. Mohammad Nazmul Islam, Additional 
Secretary (PPC), Ministry of Agriculture. Dr. 
Abul Kalam Azad, Director-General of BARI 
was the moderator of the technical session. Two 
papers Strength, Opportunity, Challenges and 
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Strategies of Ministry of Agriculture for 
Achieving Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) and Action Plan of Agriculture Ministry 
for Achieving Sustainable Development Goal 
(SDG)-2 were presented by Mr. Kazi Rayhan, 
Additional Deputy Director, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Mr. S. M. Imrul Hassan, Senior 
Assistant Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture 
respectively. Dr. Wais Kabir, Executive Director, 
Krishi Gobeshona Foundation (KGF) and Mr. 
Md. Monzurul Hannan former Director-General 
of Department of Agricultural Extension (DAE) 
were present as discussants. Some important 
recommendations were adopted in the seminar. 
The recommendations were incorporated in the 
Action Plan of Ministry of Agriculture for 
achieving the SDGs.

A Progress Review Workshop on Seaweed 
Cultivation in Coastal Areas under the project of 
Capacity Building for Conducting Adaptive 
Trials on Seaweed Cultivation in Coastal Areas 
was held on 19 June 2017 at BARC. Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman of 
BARC was the chief guest and Dr. Wais Kabir, 
Executive Director (KGF) chaired the inaugural 
session of the workshop.

Dr. Aziz Zilani Chowdhury, Member Director 
(Crops) delivered the welcome address. Three 
articles were presented in the workshop viz. 
(1)Activities and Achievements of Seaweed 
Cultivation (BARC Part), (2)  Research 
Achievements of Seaweed Cultivation (BARI 
Part) and (3)  Lessons Learned from Adaptive 
Trials on Seaweed Cultivation and Future 
Strategy of Seaweed Research and Cultivation 
(Lab and Open Sea). Scientists from BARI, 
BRRI, BINA, BJRI, BSRI, BARC, DAE, 
BSMRAU, BIRTAN, DU, Hortex Foundation 
and KGF participated in the workshop.

Dr. Md. Aziz Zilani Chowdhury, Member 
Director (Officiating), Crops Division, BARC 
and Member Secretary, Joint Follow-up 
Committee (JFC) along with other five delegates 
of Bangladesh visited Sri Lanka during 29-31 
May 2017 under the signed Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) between the Bangladesh 
Agricultural Research Council (BARC) and the 
Sri Lankan Council for Agricultural Research and 
Policy (SLCARP) to follow-up the execution of 
the MoU and revised the proposed workplan. 
Revised workplan includes Study Visits, 
Training, Exchange of Technologies, Novel 
Innovative Areas for both Parties, Exchange of 

Experts, Collaborative Project and Miscellaneous 
and it was sent to MoA for consent of other 
concerned ministries.

Dr. Md. Abdus Salam, PSO (Crops), National 
Focal Point of ITPGRFA and Member of the 
Scientific Advisory Committee of Asia region 
attended the Second Meeting of the Scientific 
Advisory Committee on the Global Information 
System of Article 17 of the Treaty at Rome, Italy 
during 13-14 June 2017. The agenda of the 
meeting were: 1. Adoption of the Agenda,

2. Operations and Implementation of the 
Programme of Work, 3. Review of the Guidelines 
for Digital Object Identifiers, 4. Access and use 
of PGRFA information through the Global 
Information System, 5. Partnerships and 
collaborations, 6. Other Matters and 7. Adoption 
of the Report.

Agricultural Information Centre, BARC 
organized a 5-day training course on Technical 
Report Writing and Editing during 14-18 May 
2017 at BARC. The training program was 

inaugurated by Mr. Md. Rafique Mostafa Kamal, 
Director, AIC. The main objective of training 
program was to make the editors, scientists, 
publication officers and other officers involved in 

publication activities aware of the modern and 
proper techniques of technical/scientific report 
writing and editing so that scientific publications 
and reports would be more meaningful and 
useful. Twenty five officials from BARC and 
NARS institutes attended the training 
programme. The training course included the 
techniques of writing technical and scientific 
papers, contents and conventions, methodology 
of scientific article, reference citation, unicode 
and web publishing, IPR copyright, image 
processing using illustration in printing etc.

In the concluding session Dr. Mohammod Jalal 
Uddin, Executive Chairman, BARC was present 
as chief guest and gave certificates among the 
participants. Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder. MD, 
Planning and Evaluation, Dr. Sultan Ahmed, MD, 
NRM and Dr. SM Khorshed Alam, Director, 
Training were present as special guests where 
Mr. Md. Rafique Mostafa Kamal, Director, AIC 
was present as chairperson. The chief guest in his 
speech highlighted the importance of the training 
on Technical Report Writing and Editing. He also 
appreciated the program and suggested to 
continue this course for enriching the scientific 
publications.

Hands-on training on Vermi-Compost Production 
Technology under AFACI-GAP project was 
conducted on 11 April 2017 at Lochanpur village 
of Raipura upazilla under Narsingdi District. 
Twelve participants including four male farmers 
participated in the training programme. 
Vermi-compost production materials like, 
concrete ring, polythene, live earthworms, semi 
decomposed cowdung, plant debris (banana and 
water hyacinth) were distributed among 12 
participating farmers. The prepared 
vermi-compost is being used in the guava-GAP 
demonstration.

Training on Standard and Compliance was 
conducted for DAE officials and SAAOs of 
Narsingdi district on 15 May 2017. A total of 50 
participants including 18 upazila and district 
level officers of DAE participated in the training 
course. Executive Chairman of BARC, Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin was the chief guest 
while Mr. Chaitanya Kumar Das, Director Field 
Service, DAE, Khamarbari was present as special 
guest in the inaugural session of the training 
programme. The AFACI GAP Project PI Dr. 
Mian Sayeed Hassan conducted the training 
course. A training manual on Bangladesh GAP 
was provided to the participants.

Training on Standard and Compliance was 
conducted for SAAOs and advance farmers of 
Narsingdi district on 16 May 2017. A total of 50 
participants comprising of 45 SAAOs and 5 
farmers of Narsingdi district participated in the 
training course. Member Director of Planning 
and Evaluation of BARC, Dr. Paresh Chandra 
Golder was the chief guest while Dr. Aziz Zilani 
Chowdhury, Member Director, Crops was present 
as special guest in the inaugural session of the 
training programme. The PI of AFACI GAP 
Project Dr. Mian Sayeed Hassan conducted the 
training course.

Inaugural session and three Technical sessions of 
first day of The 3rd Meeting of the Technical 
Working Groups (TWGs) of the Asian and Pacific 
Network for Testing of Agricultural Machinery 
(ANTAM) was held in Bangladesh Agricultural 
Research Council on 24 May 2017. 

The objective of this meeting was to develop 
ANTAM testing Codes on Power Tillers and 
Knapsack-Misters-Cum-Dusters and complete 
the first version of the ANTAM Code for Paddy 
Transplanter. This technical meeting provides an 
opportunity for testing Engineers from 13 

member countries, international experts and 
private sector representatives to exchange 
national practices and provide recommendations 
during the process of standard-setting.

Under the part of human resource development 
activities Nutrition Unit, BARC organized two 
workshops jointly with BIRTAN on  Uses of 
Colors in Food and Food products: Health 
Consequence during 20 May 2017  in Rangpur  
and  27 May in Jhenaidah at the DAE Conference 
Room,  respectively. In the programmes, keynote 
papers were presented by Dr. Md. Monirul Islam, 
Director (Nutrition), BARC. In Rangpur,  Mr. S. 
M. Ashraf Ali, Deputy Director, DAE, Rangpur 
was present as special guest in both the inaugural 
session and closing ceremony of the programme. 
On the other  hand, in Jhenaidah, Mr. Mubarak 
Ali, Director (Training), Department of 
Extension, Dhaka and Mr. Shah Md. Akramul 
Haque, Deputy Director, Jhenaidah, DAE were 
the chief guest and special guest respectively.

With the view to create awareness to the mass 
people, the participants viz., Upazilla Agriculture 
Officer including other officials at Upazilla level, 
teachers, magistrates, mango growers, traders, 
pesticide dealers and  reporters from the print and 

electronic media were invited to attend the 
workshop from the greater Rangpur and 
Jhenaidah districts.

A workshop on Review of Socio-economic 
Research Programme (2016-17) and Future 
Research Programme (2017-18) of NARS 
Institutes was held on 18 June 2017 at 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council, 
Farmgate, Dhaka. Dr. A.S.M. Anwarul Huq, 
Member-Director (AERS), BARC presided over 
the inaugural session. A total of eighty 
participants including scientists, professors, 
agriculture experts and delegates from different 
research organizations, universities and private 
sectors attended the workshop. The present and 
future research activities were presented by the 
representatives of the NARS institutes. Two 
technical sessions were presided over by 
Professor Dr. Rezaul Karim Talukder, Advisor, 
MUCH, FAO/MoFood and Dr. Jahangir Alam, 
Former Director General, BLRI, Dhaka. Five 
expert reviewers namely Dr. Md. Abul Quasem, 
Former Senior Research Fellow, BIDS, Dr. M. 
Shahadad Hossain, Former Director General, 
BARI, Dr. Firoze Shah Sikder, Former Director 
General, BRRI, Dr. Shaikh Abdus Sabur, 
Professor, BAU and Dr. Md. Aktaruzzaman, 
Professor, BAU, Mymensingh reviewed the 

whole presented research projects critically and 
made important comments/suggestions in the 
workshop.

The big projects to be carried by BARI are 
expected to be carefully planned and before 
starting special discussion meeting may be 
organized keeping in view the objectives of the 
study and the analytical procedures to be 
followed before drafting the study report.  It is  
also important to note that every research study is 
expected to have some hypotheses that to be 
tested on the basis of information collected and 
accordingly the survey methodology need to be 
designed and data collection should follow it. 
Analysis of collected data should try to examine 
the hypotheses to be tested and identify the 
relevant factors that influence the decision 
making by the stake-holders involved.

A day-long workshop on Field Monitoring 
Activities under Research Grant Fund (2016-17) 
of Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 
(BARC) was held at BARC on 29 May 2017. 
Planning and Evaluation Division of BARC 
organized the workshop. Thirty three projects 
were implemented by different NARS institutes 
and Agricultural Universities.

A total of 90 participants comprising of 
Monitoring Members, Principal Investigators of 
the Projects, Member Directors, Directors, CSOs, 
PSOs, SSOs and other officers of BARC 
participated in the workshop. Dr. Mohammod 
Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman, BARC was 
present as the chief guest. Dr. Paresh Chandra 
Golder, Member-Director, Planning & 
Evaluation, BARC presided over the inaugural 
session. The objective of the workshop was to 
provide clear and concise understanding on the 
present status of the projects. Team leader or his 
representative presented field condition, financial 
status, success, and constraints of the projects. A 
good number of recommendations were adopted 
through open discussions. The recommendation 
and closing sessions were presided over by Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman, 
BARC. 

Two-day long workshop on Progress Review of 
Research Projects under Research Grant Fund of 
BARC was held at the BARC Training Building 
during 18-19 June 2017. The objectives of the 
workshop were to review the progress of research 
activities under Research Grant Fund of BARC 
implemented by the NARS institutes and 
different Agricultural Universities in Bangladesh. 
There were 33 projects under research grant of 
BARC. A total of 100 participants comprising of  
Principal Investigators of the Projects, Member 
Directors, Directors, CSOs, PSOs, SSOs and 
other officers of BARC participated in the 
workshop. Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder, 
Member-Director, Planning & Evaluation, BARC 
presided over the inaugural session. Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin,  Executive Chairman, 
BARC was present as the chief guest and Dr. Md. 
Abdul Awal, Chief Scientific Officer, Planning & 
Evaluation, BARC gave the welcome address 
and briefed the objectives and importance of 
workshop. Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder 

highlighted the areas of Research Grant Fund and 
emphasized on the proper utilization of fund. Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, the Chief Guest and 
Executive Chairman of BARC emphasized on the 
submission of final report as par format. He 
suggested to take next year activities based on 
workplan and to show a tangible output within 
the project period. Followed by the inaugural, 
five technical sessions were chaired by Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman of 
BARC, Dr. Bhagya Rani Banik, Director 
General, BRRI, Dr. Md. Lutfar Rahman, Director 
(Research), BARI, Professor Dr. Lutful Hassan, 
Department of Genetics Plant Breeding, BAU 
and Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder, Member Director 
(P&E), BARC. A good number of 
recommendations were adopted in the workshop 
which will be followed in future activities.

A meeting of Technical Committee was held at 
BARC on 27 April 2017. The meeting was 
presided over by Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder, 
Member Director, Planning and Evaluation 
division, the Convener of the committee. Almost 
all the members of the committee (from 9 
institutes along with BARC) attended the 
meeting. Convener discussed about the 
background as well as research priorities of 
Special Fund Nitimala/2016. After detail 
discussion, following decisions were  made by 
the committee:

1) Progress report of research proposals 
approved for 2016-17 should be sent at 
BARC on the last week of May/2017.

2) Field monitoring team of BARC will visit 
the research field or laboratory on the last 
week of May/2017.

3) A review workshop should be organized by 
BARC on technical and physical progress 
of proposals approved for 2016-17 on mid 
June/2017.

4)  New research proposals should be matched 
with the research priority areas.

5) Incorporation of research priorities in 
special fund nitimala e.g. good 
agricultural practices, IPM, high value 
crops production and multiple use, quality 
seed production and renewable fuel etc.

A meeting of Technical Committee of GoB 
special fund on scrutiny and evaluation of 
research proposals submitted for financing 
2017-18 was held at BARC on 7 June 2017. Dr. 
Paresh Chandra Golder, Member Director  
Planning and Evaluation, the Convener of the 
Technical Committee chaired the meeting. Dr. 
Sheikh Mohammad Bokhtiar was present as 
member secretary of the committee. Almost all 
the members of the committee attended the 
meeting. Dr. Bokhtiar explained the background, 
objectives and research priorities of special fund 
provided by MoA in accordance with Special 
Fund Nitimala/2016. After scrutiny and 
evaluation, technical committee recommended 12 
proposals among 82 of BARI, 04 proposals 
among 12 of BRRI, 07 proposals among 11 of 
BINA, 05 proposals among 10 of BSRI, 05 
proposals among 08 of BJRI, 04 proposals 
among 10 of SRDI, 01 proposal among 02 of 
CDB, 01 proposal from BIRTAN, 04 proposals 
among 08 of BADC. Total 43 research proposals 
have been recommended by Technical 
Committee of Special Fund.

The World Bank, International Fund for 
Agricultural Development, The United States 
Agency for International Development and the 
Government of Bangladesh funded National 
Agricultural Technology Program Project 
(NATP) is a comprehensive project with focus on 
revitalizing the agricultural technology system 

and increasing agricultural productivity in 
Bangladesh. The Project Implementation Unit 
(PIU) of BARC is the prime national agricultural 
research component and is the implementing arm 
of all NATP activities on behalf of the 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council. In 
attaining the projects objectives concerning 
BARC/NARS, the PIU-BARC in close 
collaboration with the NARIs and related others 
is undertaking activities to transform agricultural 
research more participatory and demand-driven 
and develop technologies to promote sustainable 
intensification, diversification mechanization of 
agriculture through efficient natural resources 
management. 

Research Management

Competitive Research Grant (CRG)
PIU-BARC invites application for Concept Note 
(CN) of CRG sub projects on 03 October 2016. 
After deadline, PIU received 537 nos of CRG 
research proposal. Nine Technical committees 
reviewed 537 nos. of CN and selected 206 nos. of 
CN for submission of full research proposals. 
After submission of full research proposal within 
deadline, according to Project Implementation 
Manual (PIM), each full proposal should be 
reviewed by two independent reviewers on view 
of that Technical division of BARC set 
independent reviewer panel. Recommended 
research proposal were placed in Executive 
Council, BARC and EC approved 192 nos of 
research project with the total budget of 4834.00 
lakh taka. PIU-BARC has finally started to 
disburse fund.

Program Based Research Grant (PBRG) 
PIU-BARC invites application for Concept Note 
of PBRG sub projects on 03 October 2016. After 
deadline, PIU has received 148 nos of PBRG 
concept notes. Nine Technical committees 
reviewed 148 nos. of PBRG sub projects. Final 
selection and approval is under way of process 
and awarded soon. Hopefully total allocated 
amount will be disbursed.

Human Resources Development
For capacity development of the National 
Agricultural Research System (NARS), 8664.00 
lakh taka has allocated in the NATP-2, 
PIU-BARC for provides 60 foreign PhD, 260 
persons short-term training, 200 persons seminar, 
workshop, conference and study visits etc. in 
various fields of agriculture and policy level in 
abroad. On other hand there are provisions for 60 
local PhD, 3520 persons training, 100 batches 
workshop, conference, seminar, meeting within 
country. PIU has announced local and foreign 
PhD scholarship for NARS and project related 
organizations. Besides, 04 nos. training 
workshops on “Implementation Procedure for 
CRG Sub Projects” were made in this reporting 
period.

Progress of Procurement 
The total 11510.00 lakh taka has allocated for 
procurement of goods, works and services. In 
financial year 2016-17, total 05 nos. procurement 
packages were done. Four national consultants 
have under process of appointment.

Financial Progress
The total cost of PIU-BARC as per Development 
Project Proposal (DPP) is 40273 lakh taka. The 
Government of Bangladesh contributes 1245 lakh 
taka including in kinds.  The World Bank, IFAD 
and USAID share 39028.00 lakh taka as a project 
aid. ADP allocation for the year 2016-17 was Tk. 
1920.00 (GoB Tk.420.00 and RPA Tk.1500.00) 
& Revised ADP allocation for this year was 
Tk.789.00 (GoB Tk.42.00 and RPA Tk.747.00). 
Total expenditure during the FY 2016-17 was 
Tk.769.77 (GoB Tk. 41.99 and RPA Tk. 
727.78).Total cumulative expenditure since 
inception up to 30 June 2017 was Tk.769.77 
(GoB Tk. 41.99 and RPA Tk. 727.78).

Chief Scientific Officer and Principal Scientific 
Officer of Soils Unit participated in an 
exploratory visit in Arhus University, Denmark 
during 16-21 May 2017 as the members of high 
level 11-Membered Team lead by the Additional 
Secretary, MoA. The objective of the visit was to 
see 120and learn application of bio-slurry as 
organic fertilizer in crop production in Denmark 
and explore possibility using the technology in 
Bangladesh.

The team visited the bio-slurry production plant 
and crop field as well that was applied with 
bio-slurry. There were discussion meetings and 
sharing of knowledge on different aspects of 
bio-slurry production and its use in crop 
production. The team also visited factories to 
observe machineries used in application of 
bio-slurry in the field and discussed about the 
operation and performance of the machines. 
Those machines were of very big size. The team 
discussed about the possibility of production of 
smaller size machines and export to Bangladesh 
since our land holdings are of small sizes.  

 

 

Consultation Workshop on Rice and Wheat
Blast Management in Bangladesh

Seminar on Strength, Opportunity, Challenges
and Strategies of Ministry of Agriculture for
Achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

Matia Chowdhury MP, Hon’ble Minister addressing as chief guest
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gardening in human life. In this regard he drew 
attention of the scientists to provide the farmers 
with quality planting materials. Other speakers 
also urged to maintain environment and 
ecological balance by planting fruit saplings 
around their respective homesteads.

Wheat blast disease out broke for the first time 
during the rabi season in 2016 at the southern 
region of Bangladesh. Rice blast disease also 
reported during Boro season in some areas 
especially in Khulna and Jessore regions. 
Considering both the issues with due importance, 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 
organized a day long Consultation Workshop on 
Rice and Wheat Blast Management in 
Bangladesh on 11 May 2017 at BARC.

In this workshop, Matia Chowdhury, MP, 
Honorable Minister, Ministry of Agriculture was 
the chief guest where Mr. Mohammad 
Moinuddin Abdullah, Secretary, Ministry of 
Agriculture, chaired the workshop. Dr. Paresh 
Chandra Golder, Member Director (Planning & 
Evaluation) delivered the welcome address. In 
this workshop three papers viz. (1) Present field 
status of rice and wheat blast disease in 
Bangladesh, (2)  Present status of rice blast in 
Bangladesh and its management strategies and 

(3)  Present status of wheat blast  in Bangladesh 
and its management  were presented by Mr. 
Chaitanya Kumar Das, Director (Field Service) 
DAE, Dr. Md. Abdul Latif, Principal Scientific 
Officer and Head, Plant Pathology Division, 
BRRI and Dr Naresh Chandra Deb Barma, 
Director, Wheat Research Centre, BARI, 
respectively.  Experts from BARI, BRRI, BINA, 
BARC, BADC, DAE, BAU, BSMRAU, SAU, 
IRRI, CIMMYT and KGF participated in the 
workshop and discussed the issues for mitigating 
outbreak of rice and wheat blast diseases in 
Bangladesh. Eventually some recommendations 
were made on different areas of blast diseases 
such as Research, Technology Transfer, Capacity 
Building and Policy Planning to save the crops 
from emerging problem of wheat and rice blast.

A day long seminar on Strength, Opportunity, 
Challenges and Strategies of Ministry of 
Agriculture for Achieving Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) was held at 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 
Auditorium on 14 June 2017. The seminar was 
chaired by Mr. Mohammad Moinuddin Abdullah, 
Senior Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture. 
Hon’ble Agriculture Minister Matia Chowdhury, 
MP was present as chief guest and Mr. Md. Abul 
Kalam Azad, Chief Coordinator, SDGs 
implementation, Prime Minister Office was 
present as special guest. Representatives from 
Ministry of Agriculture, Planning Commission 
and heads of different Organizations/Agencies, 
Development Partners, NGO representatives, 
Fertilizer and Seed dealers were present in the 
seminar. The welcome address was delivered by 
Mr. Mohammad Nazmul Islam, Additional 
Secretary (PPC), Ministry of Agriculture. Dr. 
Abul Kalam Azad, Director-General of BARI 
was the moderator of the technical session. Two 
papers Strength, Opportunity, Challenges and 

Strategies of Ministry of Agriculture for 
Achieving Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) and Action Plan of Agriculture Ministry 
for Achieving Sustainable Development Goal 
(SDG)-2 were presented by Mr. Kazi Rayhan, 
Additional Deputy Director, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Mr. S. M. Imrul Hassan, Senior 
Assistant Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture 
respectively. Dr. Wais Kabir, Executive Director, 
Krishi Gobeshona Foundation (KGF) and Mr. 
Md. Monzurul Hannan former Director-General 
of Department of Agricultural Extension (DAE) 
were present as discussants. Some important 
recommendations were adopted in the seminar. 
The recommendations were incorporated in the 
Action Plan of Ministry of Agriculture for 
achieving the SDGs.

A Progress Review Workshop on Seaweed 
Cultivation in Coastal Areas under the project of 
Capacity Building for Conducting Adaptive 
Trials on Seaweed Cultivation in Coastal Areas 
was held on 19 June 2017 at BARC. Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman of 
BARC was the chief guest and Dr. Wais Kabir, 
Executive Director (KGF) chaired the inaugural 
session of the workshop.

Dr. Aziz Zilani Chowdhury, Member Director 
(Crops) delivered the welcome address. Three 
articles were presented in the workshop viz. 
(1)Activities and Achievements of Seaweed 
Cultivation (BARC Part), (2)  Research 
Achievements of Seaweed Cultivation (BARI 
Part) and (3)  Lessons Learned from Adaptive 
Trials on Seaweed Cultivation and Future 
Strategy of Seaweed Research and Cultivation 
(Lab and Open Sea). Scientists from BARI, 
BRRI, BINA, BJRI, BSRI, BARC, DAE, 
BSMRAU, BIRTAN, DU, Hortex Foundation 
and KGF participated in the workshop.

Dr. Md. Aziz Zilani Chowdhury, Member 
Director (Officiating), Crops Division, BARC 
and Member Secretary, Joint Follow-up 
Committee (JFC) along with other five delegates 
of Bangladesh visited Sri Lanka during 29-31 
May 2017 under the signed Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) between the Bangladesh 
Agricultural Research Council (BARC) and the 
Sri Lankan Council for Agricultural Research and 
Policy (SLCARP) to follow-up the execution of 
the MoU and revised the proposed workplan. 
Revised workplan includes Study Visits, 
Training, Exchange of Technologies, Novel 
Innovative Areas for both Parties, Exchange of 
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Experts, Collaborative Project and Miscellaneous 
and it was sent to MoA for consent of other 
concerned ministries.

Dr. Md. Abdus Salam, PSO (Crops), National 
Focal Point of ITPGRFA and Member of the 
Scientific Advisory Committee of Asia region 
attended the Second Meeting of the Scientific 
Advisory Committee on the Global Information 
System of Article 17 of the Treaty at Rome, Italy 
during 13-14 June 2017. The agenda of the 
meeting were: 1. Adoption of the Agenda,

2. Operations and Implementation of the 
Programme of Work, 3. Review of the Guidelines 
for Digital Object Identifiers, 4. Access and use 
of PGRFA information through the Global 
Information System, 5. Partnerships and 
collaborations, 6. Other Matters and 7. Adoption 
of the Report.

Agricultural Information Centre, BARC 
organized a 5-day training course on Technical 
Report Writing and Editing during 14-18 May 
2017 at BARC. The training program was 

inaugurated by Mr. Md. Rafique Mostafa Kamal, 
Director, AIC. The main objective of training 
program was to make the editors, scientists, 
publication officers and other officers involved in 

publication activities aware of the modern and 
proper techniques of technical/scientific report 
writing and editing so that scientific publications 
and reports would be more meaningful and 
useful. Twenty five officials from BARC and 
NARS institutes attended the training 
programme. The training course included the 
techniques of writing technical and scientific 
papers, contents and conventions, methodology 
of scientific article, reference citation, unicode 
and web publishing, IPR copyright, image 
processing using illustration in printing etc.

In the concluding session Dr. Mohammod Jalal 
Uddin, Executive Chairman, BARC was present 
as chief guest and gave certificates among the 
participants. Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder. MD, 
Planning and Evaluation, Dr. Sultan Ahmed, MD, 
NRM and Dr. SM Khorshed Alam, Director, 
Training were present as special guests where 
Mr. Md. Rafique Mostafa Kamal, Director, AIC 
was present as chairperson. The chief guest in his 
speech highlighted the importance of the training 
on Technical Report Writing and Editing. He also 
appreciated the program and suggested to 
continue this course for enriching the scientific 
publications.

Hands-on training on Vermi-Compost Production 
Technology under AFACI-GAP project was 
conducted on 11 April 2017 at Lochanpur village 
of Raipura upazilla under Narsingdi District. 
Twelve participants including four male farmers 
participated in the training programme. 
Vermi-compost production materials like, 
concrete ring, polythene, live earthworms, semi 
decomposed cowdung, plant debris (banana and 
water hyacinth) were distributed among 12 
participating farmers. The prepared 
vermi-compost is being used in the guava-GAP 
demonstration.

Training on Standard and Compliance was 
conducted for DAE officials and SAAOs of 
Narsingdi district on 15 May 2017. A total of 50 
participants including 18 upazila and district 
level officers of DAE participated in the training 
course. Executive Chairman of BARC, Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin was the chief guest 
while Mr. Chaitanya Kumar Das, Director Field 
Service, DAE, Khamarbari was present as special 
guest in the inaugural session of the training 
programme. The AFACI GAP Project PI Dr. 
Mian Sayeed Hassan conducted the training 
course. A training manual on Bangladesh GAP 
was provided to the participants.

Training on Standard and Compliance was 
conducted for SAAOs and advance farmers of 
Narsingdi district on 16 May 2017. A total of 50 
participants comprising of 45 SAAOs and 5 
farmers of Narsingdi district participated in the 
training course. Member Director of Planning 
and Evaluation of BARC, Dr. Paresh Chandra 
Golder was the chief guest while Dr. Aziz Zilani 
Chowdhury, Member Director, Crops was present 
as special guest in the inaugural session of the 
training programme. The PI of AFACI GAP 
Project Dr. Mian Sayeed Hassan conducted the 
training course.

Inaugural session and three Technical sessions of 
first day of The 3rd Meeting of the Technical 
Working Groups (TWGs) of the Asian and Pacific 
Network for Testing of Agricultural Machinery 
(ANTAM) was held in Bangladesh Agricultural 
Research Council on 24 May 2017. 

The objective of this meeting was to develop 
ANTAM testing Codes on Power Tillers and 
Knapsack-Misters-Cum-Dusters and complete 
the first version of the ANTAM Code for Paddy 
Transplanter. This technical meeting provides an 
opportunity for testing Engineers from 13 

member countries, international experts and 
private sector representatives to exchange 
national practices and provide recommendations 
during the process of standard-setting.

Under the part of human resource development 
activities Nutrition Unit, BARC organized two 
workshops jointly with BIRTAN on  Uses of 
Colors in Food and Food products: Health 
Consequence during 20 May 2017  in Rangpur  
and  27 May in Jhenaidah at the DAE Conference 
Room,  respectively. In the programmes, keynote 
papers were presented by Dr. Md. Monirul Islam, 
Director (Nutrition), BARC. In Rangpur,  Mr. S. 
M. Ashraf Ali, Deputy Director, DAE, Rangpur 
was present as special guest in both the inaugural 
session and closing ceremony of the programme. 
On the other  hand, in Jhenaidah, Mr. Mubarak 
Ali, Director (Training), Department of 
Extension, Dhaka and Mr. Shah Md. Akramul 
Haque, Deputy Director, Jhenaidah, DAE were 
the chief guest and special guest respectively.

With the view to create awareness to the mass 
people, the participants viz., Upazilla Agriculture 
Officer including other officials at Upazilla level, 
teachers, magistrates, mango growers, traders, 
pesticide dealers and  reporters from the print and 

electronic media were invited to attend the 
workshop from the greater Rangpur and 
Jhenaidah districts.

A workshop on Review of Socio-economic 
Research Programme (2016-17) and Future 
Research Programme (2017-18) of NARS 
Institutes was held on 18 June 2017 at 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council, 
Farmgate, Dhaka. Dr. A.S.M. Anwarul Huq, 
Member-Director (AERS), BARC presided over 
the inaugural session. A total of eighty 
participants including scientists, professors, 
agriculture experts and delegates from different 
research organizations, universities and private 
sectors attended the workshop. The present and 
future research activities were presented by the 
representatives of the NARS institutes. Two 
technical sessions were presided over by 
Professor Dr. Rezaul Karim Talukder, Advisor, 
MUCH, FAO/MoFood and Dr. Jahangir Alam, 
Former Director General, BLRI, Dhaka. Five 
expert reviewers namely Dr. Md. Abul Quasem, 
Former Senior Research Fellow, BIDS, Dr. M. 
Shahadad Hossain, Former Director General, 
BARI, Dr. Firoze Shah Sikder, Former Director 
General, BRRI, Dr. Shaikh Abdus Sabur, 
Professor, BAU and Dr. Md. Aktaruzzaman, 
Professor, BAU, Mymensingh reviewed the 

whole presented research projects critically and 
made important comments/suggestions in the 
workshop.

The big projects to be carried by BARI are 
expected to be carefully planned and before 
starting special discussion meeting may be 
organized keeping in view the objectives of the 
study and the analytical procedures to be 
followed before drafting the study report.  It is  
also important to note that every research study is 
expected to have some hypotheses that to be 
tested on the basis of information collected and 
accordingly the survey methodology need to be 
designed and data collection should follow it. 
Analysis of collected data should try to examine 
the hypotheses to be tested and identify the 
relevant factors that influence the decision 
making by the stake-holders involved.

A day-long workshop on Field Monitoring 
Activities under Research Grant Fund (2016-17) 
of Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 
(BARC) was held at BARC on 29 May 2017. 
Planning and Evaluation Division of BARC 
organized the workshop. Thirty three projects 
were implemented by different NARS institutes 
and Agricultural Universities.

A total of 90 participants comprising of 
Monitoring Members, Principal Investigators of 
the Projects, Member Directors, Directors, CSOs, 
PSOs, SSOs and other officers of BARC 
participated in the workshop. Dr. Mohammod 
Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman, BARC was 
present as the chief guest. Dr. Paresh Chandra 
Golder, Member-Director, Planning & 
Evaluation, BARC presided over the inaugural 
session. The objective of the workshop was to 
provide clear and concise understanding on the 
present status of the projects. Team leader or his 
representative presented field condition, financial 
status, success, and constraints of the projects. A 
good number of recommendations were adopted 
through open discussions. The recommendation 
and closing sessions were presided over by Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman, 
BARC. 

Two-day long workshop on Progress Review of 
Research Projects under Research Grant Fund of 
BARC was held at the BARC Training Building 
during 18-19 June 2017. The objectives of the 
workshop were to review the progress of research 
activities under Research Grant Fund of BARC 
implemented by the NARS institutes and 
different Agricultural Universities in Bangladesh. 
There were 33 projects under research grant of 
BARC. A total of 100 participants comprising of  
Principal Investigators of the Projects, Member 
Directors, Directors, CSOs, PSOs, SSOs and 
other officers of BARC participated in the 
workshop. Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder, 
Member-Director, Planning & Evaluation, BARC 
presided over the inaugural session. Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin,  Executive Chairman, 
BARC was present as the chief guest and Dr. Md. 
Abdul Awal, Chief Scientific Officer, Planning & 
Evaluation, BARC gave the welcome address 
and briefed the objectives and importance of 
workshop. Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder 

highlighted the areas of Research Grant Fund and 
emphasized on the proper utilization of fund. Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, the Chief Guest and 
Executive Chairman of BARC emphasized on the 
submission of final report as par format. He 
suggested to take next year activities based on 
workplan and to show a tangible output within 
the project period. Followed by the inaugural, 
five technical sessions were chaired by Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman of 
BARC, Dr. Bhagya Rani Banik, Director 
General, BRRI, Dr. Md. Lutfar Rahman, Director 
(Research), BARI, Professor Dr. Lutful Hassan, 
Department of Genetics Plant Breeding, BAU 
and Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder, Member Director 
(P&E), BARC. A good number of 
recommendations were adopted in the workshop 
which will be followed in future activities.

A meeting of Technical Committee was held at 
BARC on 27 April 2017. The meeting was 
presided over by Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder, 
Member Director, Planning and Evaluation 
division, the Convener of the committee. Almost 
all the members of the committee (from 9 
institutes along with BARC) attended the 
meeting. Convener discussed about the 
background as well as research priorities of 
Special Fund Nitimala/2016. After detail 
discussion, following decisions were  made by 
the committee:

1) Progress report of research proposals 
approved for 2016-17 should be sent at 
BARC on the last week of May/2017.

2) Field monitoring team of BARC will visit 
the research field or laboratory on the last 
week of May/2017.

3) A review workshop should be organized by 
BARC on technical and physical progress 
of proposals approved for 2016-17 on mid 
June/2017.

4)  New research proposals should be matched 
with the research priority areas.

5) Incorporation of research priorities in 
special fund nitimala e.g. good 
agricultural practices, IPM, high value 
crops production and multiple use, quality 
seed production and renewable fuel etc.

A meeting of Technical Committee of GoB 
special fund on scrutiny and evaluation of 
research proposals submitted for financing 
2017-18 was held at BARC on 7 June 2017. Dr. 
Paresh Chandra Golder, Member Director  
Planning and Evaluation, the Convener of the 
Technical Committee chaired the meeting. Dr. 
Sheikh Mohammad Bokhtiar was present as 
member secretary of the committee. Almost all 
the members of the committee attended the 
meeting. Dr. Bokhtiar explained the background, 
objectives and research priorities of special fund 
provided by MoA in accordance with Special 
Fund Nitimala/2016. After scrutiny and 
evaluation, technical committee recommended 12 
proposals among 82 of BARI, 04 proposals 
among 12 of BRRI, 07 proposals among 11 of 
BINA, 05 proposals among 10 of BSRI, 05 
proposals among 08 of BJRI, 04 proposals 
among 10 of SRDI, 01 proposal among 02 of 
CDB, 01 proposal from BIRTAN, 04 proposals 
among 08 of BADC. Total 43 research proposals 
have been recommended by Technical 
Committee of Special Fund.

The World Bank, International Fund for 
Agricultural Development, The United States 
Agency for International Development and the 
Government of Bangladesh funded National 
Agricultural Technology Program Project 
(NATP) is a comprehensive project with focus on 
revitalizing the agricultural technology system 

and increasing agricultural productivity in 
Bangladesh. The Project Implementation Unit 
(PIU) of BARC is the prime national agricultural 
research component and is the implementing arm 
of all NATP activities on behalf of the 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council. In 
attaining the projects objectives concerning 
BARC/NARS, the PIU-BARC in close 
collaboration with the NARIs and related others 
is undertaking activities to transform agricultural 
research more participatory and demand-driven 
and develop technologies to promote sustainable 
intensification, diversification mechanization of 
agriculture through efficient natural resources 
management. 

Research Management

Competitive Research Grant (CRG)
PIU-BARC invites application for Concept Note 
(CN) of CRG sub projects on 03 October 2016. 
After deadline, PIU received 537 nos of CRG 
research proposal. Nine Technical committees 
reviewed 537 nos. of CN and selected 206 nos. of 
CN for submission of full research proposals. 
After submission of full research proposal within 
deadline, according to Project Implementation 
Manual (PIM), each full proposal should be 
reviewed by two independent reviewers on view 
of that Technical division of BARC set 
independent reviewer panel. Recommended 
research proposal were placed in Executive 
Council, BARC and EC approved 192 nos of 
research project with the total budget of 4834.00 
lakh taka. PIU-BARC has finally started to 
disburse fund.

Program Based Research Grant (PBRG) 
PIU-BARC invites application for Concept Note 
of PBRG sub projects on 03 October 2016. After 
deadline, PIU has received 148 nos of PBRG 
concept notes. Nine Technical committees 
reviewed 148 nos. of PBRG sub projects. Final 
selection and approval is under way of process 
and awarded soon. Hopefully total allocated 
amount will be disbursed.

Human Resources Development
For capacity development of the National 
Agricultural Research System (NARS), 8664.00 
lakh taka has allocated in the NATP-2, 
PIU-BARC for provides 60 foreign PhD, 260 
persons short-term training, 200 persons seminar, 
workshop, conference and study visits etc. in 
various fields of agriculture and policy level in 
abroad. On other hand there are provisions for 60 
local PhD, 3520 persons training, 100 batches 
workshop, conference, seminar, meeting within 
country. PIU has announced local and foreign 
PhD scholarship for NARS and project related 
organizations. Besides, 04 nos. training 
workshops on “Implementation Procedure for 
CRG Sub Projects” were made in this reporting 
period.

Progress of Procurement 
The total 11510.00 lakh taka has allocated for 
procurement of goods, works and services. In 
financial year 2016-17, total 05 nos. procurement 
packages were done. Four national consultants 
have under process of appointment.

Financial Progress
The total cost of PIU-BARC as per Development 
Project Proposal (DPP) is 40273 lakh taka. The 
Government of Bangladesh contributes 1245 lakh 
taka including in kinds.  The World Bank, IFAD 
and USAID share 39028.00 lakh taka as a project 
aid. ADP allocation for the year 2016-17 was Tk. 
1920.00 (GoB Tk.420.00 and RPA Tk.1500.00) 
& Revised ADP allocation for this year was 
Tk.789.00 (GoB Tk.42.00 and RPA Tk.747.00). 
Total expenditure during the FY 2016-17 was 
Tk.769.77 (GoB Tk. 41.99 and RPA Tk. 
727.78).Total cumulative expenditure since 
inception up to 30 June 2017 was Tk.769.77 
(GoB Tk. 41.99 and RPA Tk. 727.78).

Chief Scientific Officer and Principal Scientific 
Officer of Soils Unit participated in an 
exploratory visit in Arhus University, Denmark 
during 16-21 May 2017 as the members of high 
level 11-Membered Team lead by the Additional 
Secretary, MoA. The objective of the visit was to 
see 120and learn application of bio-slurry as 
organic fertilizer in crop production in Denmark 
and explore possibility using the technology in 
Bangladesh.

The team visited the bio-slurry production plant 
and crop field as well that was applied with 
bio-slurry. There were discussion meetings and 
sharing of knowledge on different aspects of 
bio-slurry production and its use in crop 
production. The team also visited factories to 
observe machineries used in application of 
bio-slurry in the field and discussed about the 
operation and performance of the machines. 
Those machines were of very big size. The team 
discussed about the possibility of production of 
smaller size machines and export to Bangladesh 
since our land holdings are of small sizes.  
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gardening in human life. In this regard he drew 
attention of the scientists to provide the farmers 
with quality planting materials. Other speakers 
also urged to maintain environment and 
ecological balance by planting fruit saplings 
around their respective homesteads.

Wheat blast disease out broke for the first time 
during the rabi season in 2016 at the southern 
region of Bangladesh. Rice blast disease also 
reported during Boro season in some areas 
especially in Khulna and Jessore regions. 
Considering both the issues with due importance, 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 
organized a day long Consultation Workshop on 
Rice and Wheat Blast Management in 
Bangladesh on 11 May 2017 at BARC.

In this workshop, Matia Chowdhury, MP, 
Honorable Minister, Ministry of Agriculture was 
the chief guest where Mr. Mohammad 
Moinuddin Abdullah, Secretary, Ministry of 
Agriculture, chaired the workshop. Dr. Paresh 
Chandra Golder, Member Director (Planning & 
Evaluation) delivered the welcome address. In 
this workshop three papers viz. (1) Present field 
status of rice and wheat blast disease in 
Bangladesh, (2)  Present status of rice blast in 
Bangladesh and its management strategies and 

(3)  Present status of wheat blast  in Bangladesh 
and its management  were presented by Mr. 
Chaitanya Kumar Das, Director (Field Service) 
DAE, Dr. Md. Abdul Latif, Principal Scientific 
Officer and Head, Plant Pathology Division, 
BRRI and Dr Naresh Chandra Deb Barma, 
Director, Wheat Research Centre, BARI, 
respectively.  Experts from BARI, BRRI, BINA, 
BARC, BADC, DAE, BAU, BSMRAU, SAU, 
IRRI, CIMMYT and KGF participated in the 
workshop and discussed the issues for mitigating 
outbreak of rice and wheat blast diseases in 
Bangladesh. Eventually some recommendations 
were made on different areas of blast diseases 
such as Research, Technology Transfer, Capacity 
Building and Policy Planning to save the crops 
from emerging problem of wheat and rice blast.

A day long seminar on Strength, Opportunity, 
Challenges and Strategies of Ministry of 
Agriculture for Achieving Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) was held at 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 
Auditorium on 14 June 2017. The seminar was 
chaired by Mr. Mohammad Moinuddin Abdullah, 
Senior Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture. 
Hon’ble Agriculture Minister Matia Chowdhury, 
MP was present as chief guest and Mr. Md. Abul 
Kalam Azad, Chief Coordinator, SDGs 
implementation, Prime Minister Office was 
present as special guest. Representatives from 
Ministry of Agriculture, Planning Commission 
and heads of different Organizations/Agencies, 
Development Partners, NGO representatives, 
Fertilizer and Seed dealers were present in the 
seminar. The welcome address was delivered by 
Mr. Mohammad Nazmul Islam, Additional 
Secretary (PPC), Ministry of Agriculture. Dr. 
Abul Kalam Azad, Director-General of BARI 
was the moderator of the technical session. Two 
papers Strength, Opportunity, Challenges and 

Strategies of Ministry of Agriculture for 
Achieving Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) and Action Plan of Agriculture Ministry 
for Achieving Sustainable Development Goal 
(SDG)-2 were presented by Mr. Kazi Rayhan, 
Additional Deputy Director, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Mr. S. M. Imrul Hassan, Senior 
Assistant Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture 
respectively. Dr. Wais Kabir, Executive Director, 
Krishi Gobeshona Foundation (KGF) and Mr. 
Md. Monzurul Hannan former Director-General 
of Department of Agricultural Extension (DAE) 
were present as discussants. Some important 
recommendations were adopted in the seminar. 
The recommendations were incorporated in the 
Action Plan of Ministry of Agriculture for 
achieving the SDGs.

A Progress Review Workshop on Seaweed 
Cultivation in Coastal Areas under the project of 
Capacity Building for Conducting Adaptive 
Trials on Seaweed Cultivation in Coastal Areas 
was held on 19 June 2017 at BARC. Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman of 
BARC was the chief guest and Dr. Wais Kabir, 
Executive Director (KGF) chaired the inaugural 
session of the workshop.

Dr. Aziz Zilani Chowdhury, Member Director 
(Crops) delivered the welcome address. Three 
articles were presented in the workshop viz. 
(1)Activities and Achievements of Seaweed 
Cultivation (BARC Part), (2)  Research 
Achievements of Seaweed Cultivation (BARI 
Part) and (3)  Lessons Learned from Adaptive 
Trials on Seaweed Cultivation and Future 
Strategy of Seaweed Research and Cultivation 
(Lab and Open Sea). Scientists from BARI, 
BRRI, BINA, BJRI, BSRI, BARC, DAE, 
BSMRAU, BIRTAN, DU, Hortex Foundation 
and KGF participated in the workshop.

Dr. Md. Aziz Zilani Chowdhury, Member 
Director (Officiating), Crops Division, BARC 
and Member Secretary, Joint Follow-up 
Committee (JFC) along with other five delegates 
of Bangladesh visited Sri Lanka during 29-31 
May 2017 under the signed Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) between the Bangladesh 
Agricultural Research Council (BARC) and the 
Sri Lankan Council for Agricultural Research and 
Policy (SLCARP) to follow-up the execution of 
the MoU and revised the proposed workplan. 
Revised workplan includes Study Visits, 
Training, Exchange of Technologies, Novel 
Innovative Areas for both Parties, Exchange of 

Experts, Collaborative Project and Miscellaneous 
and it was sent to MoA for consent of other 
concerned ministries.

Dr. Md. Abdus Salam, PSO (Crops), National 
Focal Point of ITPGRFA and Member of the 
Scientific Advisory Committee of Asia region 
attended the Second Meeting of the Scientific 
Advisory Committee on the Global Information 
System of Article 17 of the Treaty at Rome, Italy 
during 13-14 June 2017. The agenda of the 
meeting were: 1. Adoption of the Agenda,

2. Operations and Implementation of the 
Programme of Work, 3. Review of the Guidelines 
for Digital Object Identifiers, 4. Access and use 
of PGRFA information through the Global 
Information System, 5. Partnerships and 
collaborations, 6. Other Matters and 7. Adoption 
of the Report.

Agricultural Information Centre, BARC 
organized a 5-day training course on Technical 
Report Writing and Editing during 14-18 May 
2017 at BARC. The training program was 

inaugurated by Mr. Md. Rafique Mostafa Kamal, 
Director, AIC. The main objective of training 
program was to make the editors, scientists, 
publication officers and other officers involved in 

publication activities aware of the modern and 
proper techniques of technical/scientific report 
writing and editing so that scientific publications 
and reports would be more meaningful and 
useful. Twenty five officials from BARC and 
NARS institutes attended the training 
programme. The training course included the 
techniques of writing technical and scientific 
papers, contents and conventions, methodology 
of scientific article, reference citation, unicode 
and web publishing, IPR copyright, image 
processing using illustration in printing etc.
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In the concluding session Dr. Mohammod Jalal 
Uddin, Executive Chairman, BARC was present 
as chief guest and gave certificates among the 
participants. Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder. MD, 
Planning and Evaluation, Dr. Sultan Ahmed, MD, 
NRM and Dr. SM Khorshed Alam, Director, 
Training were present as special guests where 
Mr. Md. Rafique Mostafa Kamal, Director, AIC 
was present as chairperson. The chief guest in his 
speech highlighted the importance of the training 
on Technical Report Writing and Editing. He also 
appreciated the program and suggested to 
continue this course for enriching the scientific 
publications.

Hands-on training on Vermi-Compost Production 
Technology under AFACI-GAP project was 
conducted on 11 April 2017 at Lochanpur village 
of Raipura upazilla under Narsingdi District. 
Twelve participants including four male farmers 
participated in the training programme. 
Vermi-compost production materials like, 
concrete ring, polythene, live earthworms, semi 
decomposed cowdung, plant debris (banana and 
water hyacinth) were distributed among 12 
participating farmers. The prepared 
vermi-compost is being used in the guava-GAP 
demonstration.

Training on Standard and Compliance was 
conducted for DAE officials and SAAOs of 
Narsingdi district on 15 May 2017. A total of 50 
participants including 18 upazila and district 
level officers of DAE participated in the training 
course. Executive Chairman of BARC, Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin was the chief guest 
while Mr. Chaitanya Kumar Das, Director Field 
Service, DAE, Khamarbari was present as special 
guest in the inaugural session of the training 
programme. The AFACI GAP Project PI Dr. 
Mian Sayeed Hassan conducted the training 
course. A training manual on Bangladesh GAP 
was provided to the participants.

Training on Standard and Compliance was 
conducted for SAAOs and advance farmers of 
Narsingdi district on 16 May 2017. A total of 50 
participants comprising of 45 SAAOs and 5 
farmers of Narsingdi district participated in the 
training course. Member Director of Planning 
and Evaluation of BARC, Dr. Paresh Chandra 
Golder was the chief guest while Dr. Aziz Zilani 
Chowdhury, Member Director, Crops was present 
as special guest in the inaugural session of the 
training programme. The PI of AFACI GAP 
Project Dr. Mian Sayeed Hassan conducted the 
training course.

Inaugural session and three Technical sessions of 
first day of The 3rd Meeting of the Technical 
Working Groups (TWGs) of the Asian and Pacific 
Network for Testing of Agricultural Machinery 
(ANTAM) was held in Bangladesh Agricultural 
Research Council on 24 May 2017. 

The objective of this meeting was to develop 
ANTAM testing Codes on Power Tillers and 
Knapsack-Misters-Cum-Dusters and complete 
the first version of the ANTAM Code for Paddy 
Transplanter. This technical meeting provides an 
opportunity for testing Engineers from 13 

member countries, international experts and 
private sector representatives to exchange 
national practices and provide recommendations 
during the process of standard-setting.

Under the part of human resource development 
activities Nutrition Unit, BARC organized two 
workshops jointly with BIRTAN on  Uses of 
Colors in Food and Food products: Health 
Consequence during 20 May 2017  in Rangpur  
and  27 May in Jhenaidah at the DAE Conference 
Room,  respectively. In the programmes, keynote 
papers were presented by Dr. Md. Monirul Islam, 
Director (Nutrition), BARC. In Rangpur,  Mr. S. 
M. Ashraf Ali, Deputy Director, DAE, Rangpur 
was present as special guest in both the inaugural 
session and closing ceremony of the programme. 
On the other  hand, in Jhenaidah, Mr. Mubarak 
Ali, Director (Training), Department of 
Extension, Dhaka and Mr. Shah Md. Akramul 
Haque, Deputy Director, Jhenaidah, DAE were 
the chief guest and special guest respectively.

With the view to create awareness to the mass 
people, the participants viz., Upazilla Agriculture 
Officer including other officials at Upazilla level, 
teachers, magistrates, mango growers, traders, 
pesticide dealers and  reporters from the print and 

electronic media were invited to attend the 
workshop from the greater Rangpur and 
Jhenaidah districts.

A workshop on Review of Socio-economic 
Research Programme (2016-17) and Future 
Research Programme (2017-18) of NARS 
Institutes was held on 18 June 2017 at 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council, 
Farmgate, Dhaka. Dr. A.S.M. Anwarul Huq, 
Member-Director (AERS), BARC presided over 
the inaugural session. A total of eighty 
participants including scientists, professors, 
agriculture experts and delegates from different 
research organizations, universities and private 
sectors attended the workshop. The present and 
future research activities were presented by the 
representatives of the NARS institutes. Two 
technical sessions were presided over by 
Professor Dr. Rezaul Karim Talukder, Advisor, 
MUCH, FAO/MoFood and Dr. Jahangir Alam, 
Former Director General, BLRI, Dhaka. Five 
expert reviewers namely Dr. Md. Abul Quasem, 
Former Senior Research Fellow, BIDS, Dr. M. 
Shahadad Hossain, Former Director General, 
BARI, Dr. Firoze Shah Sikder, Former Director 
General, BRRI, Dr. Shaikh Abdus Sabur, 
Professor, BAU and Dr. Md. Aktaruzzaman, 
Professor, BAU, Mymensingh reviewed the 

whole presented research projects critically and 
made important comments/suggestions in the 
workshop.

The big projects to be carried by BARI are 
expected to be carefully planned and before 
starting special discussion meeting may be 
organized keeping in view the objectives of the 
study and the analytical procedures to be 
followed before drafting the study report.  It is  
also important to note that every research study is 
expected to have some hypotheses that to be 
tested on the basis of information collected and 
accordingly the survey methodology need to be 
designed and data collection should follow it. 
Analysis of collected data should try to examine 
the hypotheses to be tested and identify the 
relevant factors that influence the decision 
making by the stake-holders involved.

A day-long workshop on Field Monitoring 
Activities under Research Grant Fund (2016-17) 
of Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 
(BARC) was held at BARC on 29 May 2017. 
Planning and Evaluation Division of BARC 
organized the workshop. Thirty three projects 
were implemented by different NARS institutes 
and Agricultural Universities.

A total of 90 participants comprising of 
Monitoring Members, Principal Investigators of 
the Projects, Member Directors, Directors, CSOs, 
PSOs, SSOs and other officers of BARC 
participated in the workshop. Dr. Mohammod 
Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman, BARC was 
present as the chief guest. Dr. Paresh Chandra 
Golder, Member-Director, Planning & 
Evaluation, BARC presided over the inaugural 
session. The objective of the workshop was to 
provide clear and concise understanding on the 
present status of the projects. Team leader or his 
representative presented field condition, financial 
status, success, and constraints of the projects. A 
good number of recommendations were adopted 
through open discussions. The recommendation 
and closing sessions were presided over by Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman, 
BARC. 

Two-day long workshop on Progress Review of 
Research Projects under Research Grant Fund of 
BARC was held at the BARC Training Building 
during 18-19 June 2017. The objectives of the 
workshop were to review the progress of research 
activities under Research Grant Fund of BARC 
implemented by the NARS institutes and 
different Agricultural Universities in Bangladesh. 
There were 33 projects under research grant of 
BARC. A total of 100 participants comprising of  
Principal Investigators of the Projects, Member 
Directors, Directors, CSOs, PSOs, SSOs and 
other officers of BARC participated in the 
workshop. Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder, 
Member-Director, Planning & Evaluation, BARC 
presided over the inaugural session. Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin,  Executive Chairman, 
BARC was present as the chief guest and Dr. Md. 
Abdul Awal, Chief Scientific Officer, Planning & 
Evaluation, BARC gave the welcome address 
and briefed the objectives and importance of 
workshop. Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder 

highlighted the areas of Research Grant Fund and 
emphasized on the proper utilization of fund. Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, the Chief Guest and 
Executive Chairman of BARC emphasized on the 
submission of final report as par format. He 
suggested to take next year activities based on 
workplan and to show a tangible output within 
the project period. Followed by the inaugural, 
five technical sessions were chaired by Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman of 
BARC, Dr. Bhagya Rani Banik, Director 
General, BRRI, Dr. Md. Lutfar Rahman, Director 
(Research), BARI, Professor Dr. Lutful Hassan, 
Department of Genetics Plant Breeding, BAU 
and Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder, Member Director 
(P&E), BARC. A good number of 
recommendations were adopted in the workshop 
which will be followed in future activities.

A meeting of Technical Committee was held at 
BARC on 27 April 2017. The meeting was 
presided over by Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder, 
Member Director, Planning and Evaluation 
division, the Convener of the committee. Almost 
all the members of the committee (from 9 
institutes along with BARC) attended the 
meeting. Convener discussed about the 
background as well as research priorities of 
Special Fund Nitimala/2016. After detail 
discussion, following decisions were  made by 
the committee:

1) Progress report of research proposals 
approved for 2016-17 should be sent at 
BARC on the last week of May/2017.

2) Field monitoring team of BARC will visit 
the research field or laboratory on the last 
week of May/2017.

3) A review workshop should be organized by 
BARC on technical and physical progress 
of proposals approved for 2016-17 on mid 
June/2017.

4)  New research proposals should be matched 
with the research priority areas.

5) Incorporation of research priorities in 
special fund nitimala e.g. good 
agricultural practices, IPM, high value 
crops production and multiple use, quality 
seed production and renewable fuel etc.

A meeting of Technical Committee of GoB 
special fund on scrutiny and evaluation of 
research proposals submitted for financing 
2017-18 was held at BARC on 7 June 2017. Dr. 
Paresh Chandra Golder, Member Director  
Planning and Evaluation, the Convener of the 
Technical Committee chaired the meeting. Dr. 
Sheikh Mohammad Bokhtiar was present as 
member secretary of the committee. Almost all 
the members of the committee attended the 
meeting. Dr. Bokhtiar explained the background, 
objectives and research priorities of special fund 
provided by MoA in accordance with Special 
Fund Nitimala/2016. After scrutiny and 
evaluation, technical committee recommended 12 
proposals among 82 of BARI, 04 proposals 
among 12 of BRRI, 07 proposals among 11 of 
BINA, 05 proposals among 10 of BSRI, 05 
proposals among 08 of BJRI, 04 proposals 
among 10 of SRDI, 01 proposal among 02 of 
CDB, 01 proposal from BIRTAN, 04 proposals 
among 08 of BADC. Total 43 research proposals 
have been recommended by Technical 
Committee of Special Fund.

The World Bank, International Fund for 
Agricultural Development, The United States 
Agency for International Development and the 
Government of Bangladesh funded National 
Agricultural Technology Program Project 
(NATP) is a comprehensive project with focus on 
revitalizing the agricultural technology system 

and increasing agricultural productivity in 
Bangladesh. The Project Implementation Unit 
(PIU) of BARC is the prime national agricultural 
research component and is the implementing arm 
of all NATP activities on behalf of the 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council. In 
attaining the projects objectives concerning 
BARC/NARS, the PIU-BARC in close 
collaboration with the NARIs and related others 
is undertaking activities to transform agricultural 
research more participatory and demand-driven 
and develop technologies to promote sustainable 
intensification, diversification mechanization of 
agriculture through efficient natural resources 
management. 

Research Management

Competitive Research Grant (CRG)
PIU-BARC invites application for Concept Note 
(CN) of CRG sub projects on 03 October 2016. 
After deadline, PIU received 537 nos of CRG 
research proposal. Nine Technical committees 
reviewed 537 nos. of CN and selected 206 nos. of 
CN for submission of full research proposals. 
After submission of full research proposal within 
deadline, according to Project Implementation 
Manual (PIM), each full proposal should be 
reviewed by two independent reviewers on view 
of that Technical division of BARC set 
independent reviewer panel. Recommended 
research proposal were placed in Executive 
Council, BARC and EC approved 192 nos of 
research project with the total budget of 4834.00 
lakh taka. PIU-BARC has finally started to 
disburse fund.

Program Based Research Grant (PBRG) 
PIU-BARC invites application for Concept Note 
of PBRG sub projects on 03 October 2016. After 
deadline, PIU has received 148 nos of PBRG 
concept notes. Nine Technical committees 
reviewed 148 nos. of PBRG sub projects. Final 
selection and approval is under way of process 
and awarded soon. Hopefully total allocated 
amount will be disbursed.

Human Resources Development
For capacity development of the National 
Agricultural Research System (NARS), 8664.00 
lakh taka has allocated in the NATP-2, 
PIU-BARC for provides 60 foreign PhD, 260 
persons short-term training, 200 persons seminar, 
workshop, conference and study visits etc. in 
various fields of agriculture and policy level in 
abroad. On other hand there are provisions for 60 
local PhD, 3520 persons training, 100 batches 
workshop, conference, seminar, meeting within 
country. PIU has announced local and foreign 
PhD scholarship for NARS and project related 
organizations. Besides, 04 nos. training 
workshops on “Implementation Procedure for 
CRG Sub Projects” were made in this reporting 
period.

Progress of Procurement 
The total 11510.00 lakh taka has allocated for 
procurement of goods, works and services. In 
financial year 2016-17, total 05 nos. procurement 
packages were done. Four national consultants 
have under process of appointment.

Financial Progress
The total cost of PIU-BARC as per Development 
Project Proposal (DPP) is 40273 lakh taka. The 
Government of Bangladesh contributes 1245 lakh 
taka including in kinds.  The World Bank, IFAD 
and USAID share 39028.00 lakh taka as a project 
aid. ADP allocation for the year 2016-17 was Tk. 
1920.00 (GoB Tk.420.00 and RPA Tk.1500.00) 
& Revised ADP allocation for this year was 
Tk.789.00 (GoB Tk.42.00 and RPA Tk.747.00). 
Total expenditure during the FY 2016-17 was 
Tk.769.77 (GoB Tk. 41.99 and RPA Tk. 
727.78).Total cumulative expenditure since 
inception up to 30 June 2017 was Tk.769.77 
(GoB Tk. 41.99 and RPA Tk. 727.78).

Chief Scientific Officer and Principal Scientific 
Officer of Soils Unit participated in an 
exploratory visit in Arhus University, Denmark 
during 16-21 May 2017 as the members of high 
level 11-Membered Team lead by the Additional 
Secretary, MoA. The objective of the visit was to 
see 120and learn application of bio-slurry as 
organic fertilizer in crop production in Denmark 
and explore possibility using the technology in 
Bangladesh.

The team visited the bio-slurry production plant 
and crop field as well that was applied with 
bio-slurry. There were discussion meetings and 
sharing of knowledge on different aspects of 
bio-slurry production and its use in crop 
production. The team also visited factories to 
observe machineries used in application of 
bio-slurry in the field and discussed about the 
operation and performance of the machines. 
Those machines were of very big size. The team 
discussed about the possibility of production of 
smaller size machines and export to Bangladesh 
since our land holdings are of small sizes.  
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gardening in human life. In this regard he drew 
attention of the scientists to provide the farmers 
with quality planting materials. Other speakers 
also urged to maintain environment and 
ecological balance by planting fruit saplings 
around their respective homesteads.

Wheat blast disease out broke for the first time 
during the rabi season in 2016 at the southern 
region of Bangladesh. Rice blast disease also 
reported during Boro season in some areas 
especially in Khulna and Jessore regions. 
Considering both the issues with due importance, 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 
organized a day long Consultation Workshop on 
Rice and Wheat Blast Management in 
Bangladesh on 11 May 2017 at BARC.

In this workshop, Matia Chowdhury, MP, 
Honorable Minister, Ministry of Agriculture was 
the chief guest where Mr. Mohammad 
Moinuddin Abdullah, Secretary, Ministry of 
Agriculture, chaired the workshop. Dr. Paresh 
Chandra Golder, Member Director (Planning & 
Evaluation) delivered the welcome address. In 
this workshop three papers viz. (1) Present field 
status of rice and wheat blast disease in 
Bangladesh, (2)  Present status of rice blast in 
Bangladesh and its management strategies and 

(3)  Present status of wheat blast  in Bangladesh 
and its management  were presented by Mr. 
Chaitanya Kumar Das, Director (Field Service) 
DAE, Dr. Md. Abdul Latif, Principal Scientific 
Officer and Head, Plant Pathology Division, 
BRRI and Dr Naresh Chandra Deb Barma, 
Director, Wheat Research Centre, BARI, 
respectively.  Experts from BARI, BRRI, BINA, 
BARC, BADC, DAE, BAU, BSMRAU, SAU, 
IRRI, CIMMYT and KGF participated in the 
workshop and discussed the issues for mitigating 
outbreak of rice and wheat blast diseases in 
Bangladesh. Eventually some recommendations 
were made on different areas of blast diseases 
such as Research, Technology Transfer, Capacity 
Building and Policy Planning to save the crops 
from emerging problem of wheat and rice blast.

A day long seminar on Strength, Opportunity, 
Challenges and Strategies of Ministry of 
Agriculture for Achieving Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) was held at 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 
Auditorium on 14 June 2017. The seminar was 
chaired by Mr. Mohammad Moinuddin Abdullah, 
Senior Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture. 
Hon’ble Agriculture Minister Matia Chowdhury, 
MP was present as chief guest and Mr. Md. Abul 
Kalam Azad, Chief Coordinator, SDGs 
implementation, Prime Minister Office was 
present as special guest. Representatives from 
Ministry of Agriculture, Planning Commission 
and heads of different Organizations/Agencies, 
Development Partners, NGO representatives, 
Fertilizer and Seed dealers were present in the 
seminar. The welcome address was delivered by 
Mr. Mohammad Nazmul Islam, Additional 
Secretary (PPC), Ministry of Agriculture. Dr. 
Abul Kalam Azad, Director-General of BARI 
was the moderator of the technical session. Two 
papers Strength, Opportunity, Challenges and 

Strategies of Ministry of Agriculture for 
Achieving Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) and Action Plan of Agriculture Ministry 
for Achieving Sustainable Development Goal 
(SDG)-2 were presented by Mr. Kazi Rayhan, 
Additional Deputy Director, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Mr. S. M. Imrul Hassan, Senior 
Assistant Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture 
respectively. Dr. Wais Kabir, Executive Director, 
Krishi Gobeshona Foundation (KGF) and Mr. 
Md. Monzurul Hannan former Director-General 
of Department of Agricultural Extension (DAE) 
were present as discussants. Some important 
recommendations were adopted in the seminar. 
The recommendations were incorporated in the 
Action Plan of Ministry of Agriculture for 
achieving the SDGs.

A Progress Review Workshop on Seaweed 
Cultivation in Coastal Areas under the project of 
Capacity Building for Conducting Adaptive 
Trials on Seaweed Cultivation in Coastal Areas 
was held on 19 June 2017 at BARC. Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman of 
BARC was the chief guest and Dr. Wais Kabir, 
Executive Director (KGF) chaired the inaugural 
session of the workshop.

Dr. Aziz Zilani Chowdhury, Member Director 
(Crops) delivered the welcome address. Three 
articles were presented in the workshop viz. 
(1)Activities and Achievements of Seaweed 
Cultivation (BARC Part), (2)  Research 
Achievements of Seaweed Cultivation (BARI 
Part) and (3)  Lessons Learned from Adaptive 
Trials on Seaweed Cultivation and Future 
Strategy of Seaweed Research and Cultivation 
(Lab and Open Sea). Scientists from BARI, 
BRRI, BINA, BJRI, BSRI, BARC, DAE, 
BSMRAU, BIRTAN, DU, Hortex Foundation 
and KGF participated in the workshop.

Dr. Md. Aziz Zilani Chowdhury, Member 
Director (Officiating), Crops Division, BARC 
and Member Secretary, Joint Follow-up 
Committee (JFC) along with other five delegates 
of Bangladesh visited Sri Lanka during 29-31 
May 2017 under the signed Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) between the Bangladesh 
Agricultural Research Council (BARC) and the 
Sri Lankan Council for Agricultural Research and 
Policy (SLCARP) to follow-up the execution of 
the MoU and revised the proposed workplan. 
Revised workplan includes Study Visits, 
Training, Exchange of Technologies, Novel 
Innovative Areas for both Parties, Exchange of 

Experts, Collaborative Project and Miscellaneous 
and it was sent to MoA for consent of other 
concerned ministries.

Dr. Md. Abdus Salam, PSO (Crops), National 
Focal Point of ITPGRFA and Member of the 
Scientific Advisory Committee of Asia region 
attended the Second Meeting of the Scientific 
Advisory Committee on the Global Information 
System of Article 17 of the Treaty at Rome, Italy 
during 13-14 June 2017. The agenda of the 
meeting were: 1. Adoption of the Agenda,

2. Operations and Implementation of the 
Programme of Work, 3. Review of the Guidelines 
for Digital Object Identifiers, 4. Access and use 
of PGRFA information through the Global 
Information System, 5. Partnerships and 
collaborations, 6. Other Matters and 7. Adoption 
of the Report.

Agricultural Information Centre, BARC 
organized a 5-day training course on Technical 
Report Writing and Editing during 14-18 May 
2017 at BARC. The training program was 

inaugurated by Mr. Md. Rafique Mostafa Kamal, 
Director, AIC. The main objective of training 
program was to make the editors, scientists, 
publication officers and other officers involved in 

publication activities aware of the modern and 
proper techniques of technical/scientific report 
writing and editing so that scientific publications 
and reports would be more meaningful and 
useful. Twenty five officials from BARC and 
NARS institutes attended the training 
programme. The training course included the 
techniques of writing technical and scientific 
papers, contents and conventions, methodology 
of scientific article, reference citation, unicode 
and web publishing, IPR copyright, image 
processing using illustration in printing etc.

In the concluding session Dr. Mohammod Jalal 
Uddin, Executive Chairman, BARC was present 
as chief guest and gave certificates among the 
participants. Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder. MD, 
Planning and Evaluation, Dr. Sultan Ahmed, MD, 
NRM and Dr. SM Khorshed Alam, Director, 
Training were present as special guests where 
Mr. Md. Rafique Mostafa Kamal, Director, AIC 
was present as chairperson. The chief guest in his 
speech highlighted the importance of the training 
on Technical Report Writing and Editing. He also 
appreciated the program and suggested to 
continue this course for enriching the scientific 
publications.

Hands-on training on Vermi-Compost Production 
Technology under AFACI-GAP project was 
conducted on 11 April 2017 at Lochanpur village 
of Raipura upazilla under Narsingdi District. 
Twelve participants including four male farmers 
participated in the training programme. 
Vermi-compost production materials like, 
concrete ring, polythene, live earthworms, semi 
decomposed cowdung, plant debris (banana and 
water hyacinth) were distributed among 12 
participating farmers. The prepared 
vermi-compost is being used in the guava-GAP 
demonstration.

Training on Standard and Compliance was 
conducted for DAE officials and SAAOs of 
Narsingdi district on 15 May 2017. A total of 50 
participants including 18 upazila and district 
level officers of DAE participated in the training 
course. Executive Chairman of BARC, Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin was the chief guest 
while Mr. Chaitanya Kumar Das, Director Field 
Service, DAE, Khamarbari was present as special 
guest in the inaugural session of the training 
programme. The AFACI GAP Project PI Dr. 
Mian Sayeed Hassan conducted the training 
course. A training manual on Bangladesh GAP 
was provided to the participants.
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Training on Standard and Compliance was 
conducted for SAAOs and advance farmers of 
Narsingdi district on 16 May 2017. A total of 50 
participants comprising of 45 SAAOs and 5 
farmers of Narsingdi district participated in the 
training course. Member Director of Planning 
and Evaluation of BARC, Dr. Paresh Chandra 
Golder was the chief guest while Dr. Aziz Zilani 
Chowdhury, Member Director, Crops was present 
as special guest in the inaugural session of the 
training programme. The PI of AFACI GAP 
Project Dr. Mian Sayeed Hassan conducted the 
training course.

Inaugural session and three Technical sessions of 
first day of The 3rd Meeting of the Technical 
Working Groups (TWGs) of the Asian and Pacific 
Network for Testing of Agricultural Machinery 
(ANTAM) was held in Bangladesh Agricultural 
Research Council on 24 May 2017. 

The objective of this meeting was to develop 
ANTAM testing Codes on Power Tillers and 
Knapsack-Misters-Cum-Dusters and complete 
the first version of the ANTAM Code for Paddy 
Transplanter. This technical meeting provides an 
opportunity for testing Engineers from 13 

member countries, international experts and 
private sector representatives to exchange 
national practices and provide recommendations 
during the process of standard-setting.

Under the part of human resource development 
activities Nutrition Unit, BARC organized two 
workshops jointly with BIRTAN on  Uses of 
Colors in Food and Food products: Health 
Consequence during 20 May 2017  in Rangpur  
and  27 May in Jhenaidah at the DAE Conference 
Room,  respectively. In the programmes, keynote 
papers were presented by Dr. Md. Monirul Islam, 
Director (Nutrition), BARC. In Rangpur,  Mr. S. 
M. Ashraf Ali, Deputy Director, DAE, Rangpur 
was present as special guest in both the inaugural 
session and closing ceremony of the programme. 
On the other  hand, in Jhenaidah, Mr. Mubarak 
Ali, Director (Training), Department of 
Extension, Dhaka and Mr. Shah Md. Akramul 
Haque, Deputy Director, Jhenaidah, DAE were 
the chief guest and special guest respectively.

With the view to create awareness to the mass 
people, the participants viz., Upazilla Agriculture 
Officer including other officials at Upazilla level, 
teachers, magistrates, mango growers, traders, 
pesticide dealers and  reporters from the print and 

electronic media were invited to attend the 
workshop from the greater Rangpur and 
Jhenaidah districts.

A workshop on Review of Socio-economic 
Research Programme (2016-17) and Future 
Research Programme (2017-18) of NARS 
Institutes was held on 18 June 2017 at 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council, 
Farmgate, Dhaka. Dr. A.S.M. Anwarul Huq, 
Member-Director (AERS), BARC presided over 
the inaugural session. A total of eighty 
participants including scientists, professors, 
agriculture experts and delegates from different 
research organizations, universities and private 
sectors attended the workshop. The present and 
future research activities were presented by the 
representatives of the NARS institutes. Two 
technical sessions were presided over by 
Professor Dr. Rezaul Karim Talukder, Advisor, 
MUCH, FAO/MoFood and Dr. Jahangir Alam, 
Former Director General, BLRI, Dhaka. Five 
expert reviewers namely Dr. Md. Abul Quasem, 
Former Senior Research Fellow, BIDS, Dr. M. 
Shahadad Hossain, Former Director General, 
BARI, Dr. Firoze Shah Sikder, Former Director 
General, BRRI, Dr. Shaikh Abdus Sabur, 
Professor, BAU and Dr. Md. Aktaruzzaman, 
Professor, BAU, Mymensingh reviewed the 

whole presented research projects critically and 
made important comments/suggestions in the 
workshop.

The big projects to be carried by BARI are 
expected to be carefully planned and before 
starting special discussion meeting may be 
organized keeping in view the objectives of the 
study and the analytical procedures to be 
followed before drafting the study report.  It is  
also important to note that every research study is 
expected to have some hypotheses that to be 
tested on the basis of information collected and 
accordingly the survey methodology need to be 
designed and data collection should follow it. 
Analysis of collected data should try to examine 
the hypotheses to be tested and identify the 
relevant factors that influence the decision 
making by the stake-holders involved.

A day-long workshop on Field Monitoring 
Activities under Research Grant Fund (2016-17) 
of Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 
(BARC) was held at BARC on 29 May 2017. 
Planning and Evaluation Division of BARC 
organized the workshop. Thirty three projects 
were implemented by different NARS institutes 
and Agricultural Universities.

A total of 90 participants comprising of 
Monitoring Members, Principal Investigators of 
the Projects, Member Directors, Directors, CSOs, 
PSOs, SSOs and other officers of BARC 
participated in the workshop. Dr. Mohammod 
Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman, BARC was 
present as the chief guest. Dr. Paresh Chandra 
Golder, Member-Director, Planning & 
Evaluation, BARC presided over the inaugural 
session. The objective of the workshop was to 
provide clear and concise understanding on the 
present status of the projects. Team leader or his 
representative presented field condition, financial 
status, success, and constraints of the projects. A 
good number of recommendations were adopted 
through open discussions. The recommendation 
and closing sessions were presided over by Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman, 
BARC. 

Two-day long workshop on Progress Review of 
Research Projects under Research Grant Fund of 
BARC was held at the BARC Training Building 
during 18-19 June 2017. The objectives of the 
workshop were to review the progress of research 
activities under Research Grant Fund of BARC 
implemented by the NARS institutes and 
different Agricultural Universities in Bangladesh. 
There were 33 projects under research grant of 
BARC. A total of 100 participants comprising of  
Principal Investigators of the Projects, Member 
Directors, Directors, CSOs, PSOs, SSOs and 
other officers of BARC participated in the 
workshop. Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder, 
Member-Director, Planning & Evaluation, BARC 
presided over the inaugural session. Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin,  Executive Chairman, 
BARC was present as the chief guest and Dr. Md. 
Abdul Awal, Chief Scientific Officer, Planning & 
Evaluation, BARC gave the welcome address 
and briefed the objectives and importance of 
workshop. Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder 

highlighted the areas of Research Grant Fund and 
emphasized on the proper utilization of fund. Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, the Chief Guest and 
Executive Chairman of BARC emphasized on the 
submission of final report as par format. He 
suggested to take next year activities based on 
workplan and to show a tangible output within 
the project period. Followed by the inaugural, 
five technical sessions were chaired by Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman of 
BARC, Dr. Bhagya Rani Banik, Director 
General, BRRI, Dr. Md. Lutfar Rahman, Director 
(Research), BARI, Professor Dr. Lutful Hassan, 
Department of Genetics Plant Breeding, BAU 
and Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder, Member Director 
(P&E), BARC. A good number of 
recommendations were adopted in the workshop 
which will be followed in future activities.

A meeting of Technical Committee was held at 
BARC on 27 April 2017. The meeting was 
presided over by Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder, 
Member Director, Planning and Evaluation 
division, the Convener of the committee. Almost 
all the members of the committee (from 9 
institutes along with BARC) attended the 
meeting. Convener discussed about the 
background as well as research priorities of 
Special Fund Nitimala/2016. After detail 
discussion, following decisions were  made by 
the committee:

1) Progress report of research proposals 
approved for 2016-17 should be sent at 
BARC on the last week of May/2017.

2) Field monitoring team of BARC will visit 
the research field or laboratory on the last 
week of May/2017.

3) A review workshop should be organized by 
BARC on technical and physical progress 
of proposals approved for 2016-17 on mid 
June/2017.

4)  New research proposals should be matched 
with the research priority areas.

5) Incorporation of research priorities in 
special fund nitimala e.g. good 
agricultural practices, IPM, high value 
crops production and multiple use, quality 
seed production and renewable fuel etc.

A meeting of Technical Committee of GoB 
special fund on scrutiny and evaluation of 
research proposals submitted for financing 
2017-18 was held at BARC on 7 June 2017. Dr. 
Paresh Chandra Golder, Member Director  
Planning and Evaluation, the Convener of the 
Technical Committee chaired the meeting. Dr. 
Sheikh Mohammad Bokhtiar was present as 
member secretary of the committee. Almost all 
the members of the committee attended the 
meeting. Dr. Bokhtiar explained the background, 
objectives and research priorities of special fund 
provided by MoA in accordance with Special 
Fund Nitimala/2016. After scrutiny and 
evaluation, technical committee recommended 12 
proposals among 82 of BARI, 04 proposals 
among 12 of BRRI, 07 proposals among 11 of 
BINA, 05 proposals among 10 of BSRI, 05 
proposals among 08 of BJRI, 04 proposals 
among 10 of SRDI, 01 proposal among 02 of 
CDB, 01 proposal from BIRTAN, 04 proposals 
among 08 of BADC. Total 43 research proposals 
have been recommended by Technical 
Committee of Special Fund.

The World Bank, International Fund for 
Agricultural Development, The United States 
Agency for International Development and the 
Government of Bangladesh funded National 
Agricultural Technology Program Project 
(NATP) is a comprehensive project with focus on 
revitalizing the agricultural technology system 

and increasing agricultural productivity in 
Bangladesh. The Project Implementation Unit 
(PIU) of BARC is the prime national agricultural 
research component and is the implementing arm 
of all NATP activities on behalf of the 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council. In 
attaining the projects objectives concerning 
BARC/NARS, the PIU-BARC in close 
collaboration with the NARIs and related others 
is undertaking activities to transform agricultural 
research more participatory and demand-driven 
and develop technologies to promote sustainable 
intensification, diversification mechanization of 
agriculture through efficient natural resources 
management. 

Research Management

Competitive Research Grant (CRG)
PIU-BARC invites application for Concept Note 
(CN) of CRG sub projects on 03 October 2016. 
After deadline, PIU received 537 nos of CRG 
research proposal. Nine Technical committees 
reviewed 537 nos. of CN and selected 206 nos. of 
CN for submission of full research proposals. 
After submission of full research proposal within 
deadline, according to Project Implementation 
Manual (PIM), each full proposal should be 
reviewed by two independent reviewers on view 
of that Technical division of BARC set 
independent reviewer panel. Recommended 
research proposal were placed in Executive 
Council, BARC and EC approved 192 nos of 
research project with the total budget of 4834.00 
lakh taka. PIU-BARC has finally started to 
disburse fund.

Program Based Research Grant (PBRG) 
PIU-BARC invites application for Concept Note 
of PBRG sub projects on 03 October 2016. After 
deadline, PIU has received 148 nos of PBRG 
concept notes. Nine Technical committees 
reviewed 148 nos. of PBRG sub projects. Final 
selection and approval is under way of process 
and awarded soon. Hopefully total allocated 
amount will be disbursed.

Human Resources Development
For capacity development of the National 
Agricultural Research System (NARS), 8664.00 
lakh taka has allocated in the NATP-2, 
PIU-BARC for provides 60 foreign PhD, 260 
persons short-term training, 200 persons seminar, 
workshop, conference and study visits etc. in 
various fields of agriculture and policy level in 
abroad. On other hand there are provisions for 60 
local PhD, 3520 persons training, 100 batches 
workshop, conference, seminar, meeting within 
country. PIU has announced local and foreign 
PhD scholarship for NARS and project related 
organizations. Besides, 04 nos. training 
workshops on “Implementation Procedure for 
CRG Sub Projects” were made in this reporting 
period.

Progress of Procurement 
The total 11510.00 lakh taka has allocated for 
procurement of goods, works and services. In 
financial year 2016-17, total 05 nos. procurement 
packages were done. Four national consultants 
have under process of appointment.

Financial Progress
The total cost of PIU-BARC as per Development 
Project Proposal (DPP) is 40273 lakh taka. The 
Government of Bangladesh contributes 1245 lakh 
taka including in kinds.  The World Bank, IFAD 
and USAID share 39028.00 lakh taka as a project 
aid. ADP allocation for the year 2016-17 was Tk. 
1920.00 (GoB Tk.420.00 and RPA Tk.1500.00) 
& Revised ADP allocation for this year was 
Tk.789.00 (GoB Tk.42.00 and RPA Tk.747.00). 
Total expenditure during the FY 2016-17 was 
Tk.769.77 (GoB Tk. 41.99 and RPA Tk. 
727.78).Total cumulative expenditure since 
inception up to 30 June 2017 was Tk.769.77 
(GoB Tk. 41.99 and RPA Tk. 727.78).

Chief Scientific Officer and Principal Scientific 
Officer of Soils Unit participated in an 
exploratory visit in Arhus University, Denmark 
during 16-21 May 2017 as the members of high 
level 11-Membered Team lead by the Additional 
Secretary, MoA. The objective of the visit was to 
see 120and learn application of bio-slurry as 
organic fertilizer in crop production in Denmark 
and explore possibility using the technology in 
Bangladesh.

The team visited the bio-slurry production plant 
and crop field as well that was applied with 
bio-slurry. There were discussion meetings and 
sharing of knowledge on different aspects of 
bio-slurry production and its use in crop 
production. The team also visited factories to 
observe machineries used in application of 
bio-slurry in the field and discussed about the 
operation and performance of the machines. 
Those machines were of very big size. The team 
discussed about the possibility of production of 
smaller size machines and export to Bangladesh 
since our land holdings are of small sizes.  
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gardening in human life. In this regard he drew 
attention of the scientists to provide the farmers 
with quality planting materials. Other speakers 
also urged to maintain environment and 
ecological balance by planting fruit saplings 
around their respective homesteads.

Wheat blast disease out broke for the first time 
during the rabi season in 2016 at the southern 
region of Bangladesh. Rice blast disease also 
reported during Boro season in some areas 
especially in Khulna and Jessore regions. 
Considering both the issues with due importance, 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 
organized a day long Consultation Workshop on 
Rice and Wheat Blast Management in 
Bangladesh on 11 May 2017 at BARC.

In this workshop, Matia Chowdhury, MP, 
Honorable Minister, Ministry of Agriculture was 
the chief guest where Mr. Mohammad 
Moinuddin Abdullah, Secretary, Ministry of 
Agriculture, chaired the workshop. Dr. Paresh 
Chandra Golder, Member Director (Planning & 
Evaluation) delivered the welcome address. In 
this workshop three papers viz. (1) Present field 
status of rice and wheat blast disease in 
Bangladesh, (2)  Present status of rice blast in 
Bangladesh and its management strategies and 

(3)  Present status of wheat blast  in Bangladesh 
and its management  were presented by Mr. 
Chaitanya Kumar Das, Director (Field Service) 
DAE, Dr. Md. Abdul Latif, Principal Scientific 
Officer and Head, Plant Pathology Division, 
BRRI and Dr Naresh Chandra Deb Barma, 
Director, Wheat Research Centre, BARI, 
respectively.  Experts from BARI, BRRI, BINA, 
BARC, BADC, DAE, BAU, BSMRAU, SAU, 
IRRI, CIMMYT and KGF participated in the 
workshop and discussed the issues for mitigating 
outbreak of rice and wheat blast diseases in 
Bangladesh. Eventually some recommendations 
were made on different areas of blast diseases 
such as Research, Technology Transfer, Capacity 
Building and Policy Planning to save the crops 
from emerging problem of wheat and rice blast.

A day long seminar on Strength, Opportunity, 
Challenges and Strategies of Ministry of 
Agriculture for Achieving Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) was held at 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 
Auditorium on 14 June 2017. The seminar was 
chaired by Mr. Mohammad Moinuddin Abdullah, 
Senior Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture. 
Hon’ble Agriculture Minister Matia Chowdhury, 
MP was present as chief guest and Mr. Md. Abul 
Kalam Azad, Chief Coordinator, SDGs 
implementation, Prime Minister Office was 
present as special guest. Representatives from 
Ministry of Agriculture, Planning Commission 
and heads of different Organizations/Agencies, 
Development Partners, NGO representatives, 
Fertilizer and Seed dealers were present in the 
seminar. The welcome address was delivered by 
Mr. Mohammad Nazmul Islam, Additional 
Secretary (PPC), Ministry of Agriculture. Dr. 
Abul Kalam Azad, Director-General of BARI 
was the moderator of the technical session. Two 
papers Strength, Opportunity, Challenges and 

Strategies of Ministry of Agriculture for 
Achieving Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) and Action Plan of Agriculture Ministry 
for Achieving Sustainable Development Goal 
(SDG)-2 were presented by Mr. Kazi Rayhan, 
Additional Deputy Director, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Mr. S. M. Imrul Hassan, Senior 
Assistant Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture 
respectively. Dr. Wais Kabir, Executive Director, 
Krishi Gobeshona Foundation (KGF) and Mr. 
Md. Monzurul Hannan former Director-General 
of Department of Agricultural Extension (DAE) 
were present as discussants. Some important 
recommendations were adopted in the seminar. 
The recommendations were incorporated in the 
Action Plan of Ministry of Agriculture for 
achieving the SDGs.

A Progress Review Workshop on Seaweed 
Cultivation in Coastal Areas under the project of 
Capacity Building for Conducting Adaptive 
Trials on Seaweed Cultivation in Coastal Areas 
was held on 19 June 2017 at BARC. Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman of 
BARC was the chief guest and Dr. Wais Kabir, 
Executive Director (KGF) chaired the inaugural 
session of the workshop.

Dr. Aziz Zilani Chowdhury, Member Director 
(Crops) delivered the welcome address. Three 
articles were presented in the workshop viz. 
(1)Activities and Achievements of Seaweed 
Cultivation (BARC Part), (2)  Research 
Achievements of Seaweed Cultivation (BARI 
Part) and (3)  Lessons Learned from Adaptive 
Trials on Seaweed Cultivation and Future 
Strategy of Seaweed Research and Cultivation 
(Lab and Open Sea). Scientists from BARI, 
BRRI, BINA, BJRI, BSRI, BARC, DAE, 
BSMRAU, BIRTAN, DU, Hortex Foundation 
and KGF participated in the workshop.

Dr. Md. Aziz Zilani Chowdhury, Member 
Director (Officiating), Crops Division, BARC 
and Member Secretary, Joint Follow-up 
Committee (JFC) along with other five delegates 
of Bangladesh visited Sri Lanka during 29-31 
May 2017 under the signed Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) between the Bangladesh 
Agricultural Research Council (BARC) and the 
Sri Lankan Council for Agricultural Research and 
Policy (SLCARP) to follow-up the execution of 
the MoU and revised the proposed workplan. 
Revised workplan includes Study Visits, 
Training, Exchange of Technologies, Novel 
Innovative Areas for both Parties, Exchange of 

Experts, Collaborative Project and Miscellaneous 
and it was sent to MoA for consent of other 
concerned ministries.

Dr. Md. Abdus Salam, PSO (Crops), National 
Focal Point of ITPGRFA and Member of the 
Scientific Advisory Committee of Asia region 
attended the Second Meeting of the Scientific 
Advisory Committee on the Global Information 
System of Article 17 of the Treaty at Rome, Italy 
during 13-14 June 2017. The agenda of the 
meeting were: 1. Adoption of the Agenda,

2. Operations and Implementation of the 
Programme of Work, 3. Review of the Guidelines 
for Digital Object Identifiers, 4. Access and use 
of PGRFA information through the Global 
Information System, 5. Partnerships and 
collaborations, 6. Other Matters and 7. Adoption 
of the Report.

Agricultural Information Centre, BARC 
organized a 5-day training course on Technical 
Report Writing and Editing during 14-18 May 
2017 at BARC. The training program was 

inaugurated by Mr. Md. Rafique Mostafa Kamal, 
Director, AIC. The main objective of training 
program was to make the editors, scientists, 
publication officers and other officers involved in 

publication activities aware of the modern and 
proper techniques of technical/scientific report 
writing and editing so that scientific publications 
and reports would be more meaningful and 
useful. Twenty five officials from BARC and 
NARS institutes attended the training 
programme. The training course included the 
techniques of writing technical and scientific 
papers, contents and conventions, methodology 
of scientific article, reference citation, unicode 
and web publishing, IPR copyright, image 
processing using illustration in printing etc.

In the concluding session Dr. Mohammod Jalal 
Uddin, Executive Chairman, BARC was present 
as chief guest and gave certificates among the 
participants. Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder. MD, 
Planning and Evaluation, Dr. Sultan Ahmed, MD, 
NRM and Dr. SM Khorshed Alam, Director, 
Training were present as special guests where 
Mr. Md. Rafique Mostafa Kamal, Director, AIC 
was present as chairperson. The chief guest in his 
speech highlighted the importance of the training 
on Technical Report Writing and Editing. He also 
appreciated the program and suggested to 
continue this course for enriching the scientific 
publications.

Hands-on training on Vermi-Compost Production 
Technology under AFACI-GAP project was 
conducted on 11 April 2017 at Lochanpur village 
of Raipura upazilla under Narsingdi District. 
Twelve participants including four male farmers 
participated in the training programme. 
Vermi-compost production materials like, 
concrete ring, polythene, live earthworms, semi 
decomposed cowdung, plant debris (banana and 
water hyacinth) were distributed among 12 
participating farmers. The prepared 
vermi-compost is being used in the guava-GAP 
demonstration.

Training on Standard and Compliance was 
conducted for DAE officials and SAAOs of 
Narsingdi district on 15 May 2017. A total of 50 
participants including 18 upazila and district 
level officers of DAE participated in the training 
course. Executive Chairman of BARC, Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin was the chief guest 
while Mr. Chaitanya Kumar Das, Director Field 
Service, DAE, Khamarbari was present as special 
guest in the inaugural session of the training 
programme. The AFACI GAP Project PI Dr. 
Mian Sayeed Hassan conducted the training 
course. A training manual on Bangladesh GAP 
was provided to the participants.

Training on Standard and Compliance was 
conducted for SAAOs and advance farmers of 
Narsingdi district on 16 May 2017. A total of 50 
participants comprising of 45 SAAOs and 5 
farmers of Narsingdi district participated in the 
training course. Member Director of Planning 
and Evaluation of BARC, Dr. Paresh Chandra 
Golder was the chief guest while Dr. Aziz Zilani 
Chowdhury, Member Director, Crops was present 
as special guest in the inaugural session of the 
training programme. The PI of AFACI GAP 
Project Dr. Mian Sayeed Hassan conducted the 
training course.

Inaugural session and three Technical sessions of 
first day of The 3rd Meeting of the Technical 
Working Groups (TWGs) of the Asian and Pacific 
Network for Testing of Agricultural Machinery 
(ANTAM) was held in Bangladesh Agricultural 
Research Council on 24 May 2017. 

The objective of this meeting was to develop 
ANTAM testing Codes on Power Tillers and 
Knapsack-Misters-Cum-Dusters and complete 
the first version of the ANTAM Code for Paddy 
Transplanter. This technical meeting provides an 
opportunity for testing Engineers from 13 

member countries, international experts and 
private sector representatives to exchange 
national practices and provide recommendations 
during the process of standard-setting.

Under the part of human resource development 
activities Nutrition Unit, BARC organized two 
workshops jointly with BIRTAN on  Uses of 
Colors in Food and Food products: Health 
Consequence during 20 May 2017  in Rangpur  
and  27 May in Jhenaidah at the DAE Conference 
Room,  respectively. In the programmes, keynote 
papers were presented by Dr. Md. Monirul Islam, 
Director (Nutrition), BARC. In Rangpur,  Mr. S. 
M. Ashraf Ali, Deputy Director, DAE, Rangpur 
was present as special guest in both the inaugural 
session and closing ceremony of the programme. 
On the other  hand, in Jhenaidah, Mr. Mubarak 
Ali, Director (Training), Department of 
Extension, Dhaka and Mr. Shah Md. Akramul 
Haque, Deputy Director, Jhenaidah, DAE were 
the chief guest and special guest respectively.

With the view to create awareness to the mass 
people, the participants viz., Upazilla Agriculture 
Officer including other officials at Upazilla level, 
teachers, magistrates, mango growers, traders, 
pesticide dealers and  reporters from the print and 
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electronic media were invited to attend the 
workshop from the greater Rangpur and 
Jhenaidah districts.

A workshop on Review of Socio-economic 
Research Programme (2016-17) and Future 
Research Programme (2017-18) of NARS 
Institutes was held on 18 June 2017 at 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council, 
Farmgate, Dhaka. Dr. A.S.M. Anwarul Huq, 
Member-Director (AERS), BARC presided over 
the inaugural session. A total of eighty 
participants including scientists, professors, 
agriculture experts and delegates from different 
research organizations, universities and private 
sectors attended the workshop. The present and 
future research activities were presented by the 
representatives of the NARS institutes. Two 
technical sessions were presided over by 
Professor Dr. Rezaul Karim Talukder, Advisor, 
MUCH, FAO/MoFood and Dr. Jahangir Alam, 
Former Director General, BLRI, Dhaka. Five 
expert reviewers namely Dr. Md. Abul Quasem, 
Former Senior Research Fellow, BIDS, Dr. M. 
Shahadad Hossain, Former Director General, 
BARI, Dr. Firoze Shah Sikder, Former Director 
General, BRRI, Dr. Shaikh Abdus Sabur, 
Professor, BAU and Dr. Md. Aktaruzzaman, 
Professor, BAU, Mymensingh reviewed the 

whole presented research projects critically and 
made important comments/suggestions in the 
workshop.

The big projects to be carried by BARI are 
expected to be carefully planned and before 
starting special discussion meeting may be 
organized keeping in view the objectives of the 
study and the analytical procedures to be 
followed before drafting the study report.  It is  
also important to note that every research study is 
expected to have some hypotheses that to be 
tested on the basis of information collected and 
accordingly the survey methodology need to be 
designed and data collection should follow it. 
Analysis of collected data should try to examine 
the hypotheses to be tested and identify the 
relevant factors that influence the decision 
making by the stake-holders involved.

A day-long workshop on Field Monitoring 
Activities under Research Grant Fund (2016-17) 
of Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 
(BARC) was held at BARC on 29 May 2017. 
Planning and Evaluation Division of BARC 
organized the workshop. Thirty three projects 
were implemented by different NARS institutes 
and Agricultural Universities.

A total of 90 participants comprising of 
Monitoring Members, Principal Investigators of 
the Projects, Member Directors, Directors, CSOs, 
PSOs, SSOs and other officers of BARC 
participated in the workshop. Dr. Mohammod 
Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman, BARC was 
present as the chief guest. Dr. Paresh Chandra 
Golder, Member-Director, Planning & 
Evaluation, BARC presided over the inaugural 
session. The objective of the workshop was to 
provide clear and concise understanding on the 
present status of the projects. Team leader or his 
representative presented field condition, financial 
status, success, and constraints of the projects. A 
good number of recommendations were adopted 
through open discussions. The recommendation 
and closing sessions were presided over by Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman, 
BARC. 

Two-day long workshop on Progress Review of 
Research Projects under Research Grant Fund of 
BARC was held at the BARC Training Building 
during 18-19 June 2017. The objectives of the 
workshop were to review the progress of research 
activities under Research Grant Fund of BARC 
implemented by the NARS institutes and 
different Agricultural Universities in Bangladesh. 
There were 33 projects under research grant of 
BARC. A total of 100 participants comprising of  
Principal Investigators of the Projects, Member 
Directors, Directors, CSOs, PSOs, SSOs and 
other officers of BARC participated in the 
workshop. Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder, 
Member-Director, Planning & Evaluation, BARC 
presided over the inaugural session. Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin,  Executive Chairman, 
BARC was present as the chief guest and Dr. Md. 
Abdul Awal, Chief Scientific Officer, Planning & 
Evaluation, BARC gave the welcome address 
and briefed the objectives and importance of 
workshop. Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder 

highlighted the areas of Research Grant Fund and 
emphasized on the proper utilization of fund. Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, the Chief Guest and 
Executive Chairman of BARC emphasized on the 
submission of final report as par format. He 
suggested to take next year activities based on 
workplan and to show a tangible output within 
the project period. Followed by the inaugural, 
five technical sessions were chaired by Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman of 
BARC, Dr. Bhagya Rani Banik, Director 
General, BRRI, Dr. Md. Lutfar Rahman, Director 
(Research), BARI, Professor Dr. Lutful Hassan, 
Department of Genetics Plant Breeding, BAU 
and Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder, Member Director 
(P&E), BARC. A good number of 
recommendations were adopted in the workshop 
which will be followed in future activities.

A meeting of Technical Committee was held at 
BARC on 27 April 2017. The meeting was 
presided over by Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder, 
Member Director, Planning and Evaluation 
division, the Convener of the committee. Almost 
all the members of the committee (from 9 
institutes along with BARC) attended the 
meeting. Convener discussed about the 
background as well as research priorities of 
Special Fund Nitimala/2016. After detail 
discussion, following decisions were  made by 
the committee:

1) Progress report of research proposals 
approved for 2016-17 should be sent at 
BARC on the last week of May/2017.

2) Field monitoring team of BARC will visit 
the research field or laboratory on the last 
week of May/2017.

3) A review workshop should be organized by 
BARC on technical and physical progress 
of proposals approved for 2016-17 on mid 
June/2017.

4)  New research proposals should be matched 
with the research priority areas.

5) Incorporation of research priorities in 
special fund nitimala e.g. good 
agricultural practices, IPM, high value 
crops production and multiple use, quality 
seed production and renewable fuel etc.

A meeting of Technical Committee of GoB 
special fund on scrutiny and evaluation of 
research proposals submitted for financing 
2017-18 was held at BARC on 7 June 2017. Dr. 
Paresh Chandra Golder, Member Director  
Planning and Evaluation, the Convener of the 
Technical Committee chaired the meeting. Dr. 
Sheikh Mohammad Bokhtiar was present as 
member secretary of the committee. Almost all 
the members of the committee attended the 
meeting. Dr. Bokhtiar explained the background, 
objectives and research priorities of special fund 
provided by MoA in accordance with Special 
Fund Nitimala/2016. After scrutiny and 
evaluation, technical committee recommended 12 
proposals among 82 of BARI, 04 proposals 
among 12 of BRRI, 07 proposals among 11 of 
BINA, 05 proposals among 10 of BSRI, 05 
proposals among 08 of BJRI, 04 proposals 
among 10 of SRDI, 01 proposal among 02 of 
CDB, 01 proposal from BIRTAN, 04 proposals 
among 08 of BADC. Total 43 research proposals 
have been recommended by Technical 
Committee of Special Fund.

The World Bank, International Fund for 
Agricultural Development, The United States 
Agency for International Development and the 
Government of Bangladesh funded National 
Agricultural Technology Program Project 
(NATP) is a comprehensive project with focus on 
revitalizing the agricultural technology system 

and increasing agricultural productivity in 
Bangladesh. The Project Implementation Unit 
(PIU) of BARC is the prime national agricultural 
research component and is the implementing arm 
of all NATP activities on behalf of the 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council. In 
attaining the projects objectives concerning 
BARC/NARS, the PIU-BARC in close 
collaboration with the NARIs and related others 
is undertaking activities to transform agricultural 
research more participatory and demand-driven 
and develop technologies to promote sustainable 
intensification, diversification mechanization of 
agriculture through efficient natural resources 
management. 

Research Management

Competitive Research Grant (CRG)
PIU-BARC invites application for Concept Note 
(CN) of CRG sub projects on 03 October 2016. 
After deadline, PIU received 537 nos of CRG 
research proposal. Nine Technical committees 
reviewed 537 nos. of CN and selected 206 nos. of 
CN for submission of full research proposals. 
After submission of full research proposal within 
deadline, according to Project Implementation 
Manual (PIM), each full proposal should be 
reviewed by two independent reviewers on view 
of that Technical division of BARC set 
independent reviewer panel. Recommended 
research proposal were placed in Executive 
Council, BARC and EC approved 192 nos of 
research project with the total budget of 4834.00 
lakh taka. PIU-BARC has finally started to 
disburse fund.

Program Based Research Grant (PBRG) 
PIU-BARC invites application for Concept Note 
of PBRG sub projects on 03 October 2016. After 
deadline, PIU has received 148 nos of PBRG 
concept notes. Nine Technical committees 
reviewed 148 nos. of PBRG sub projects. Final 
selection and approval is under way of process 
and awarded soon. Hopefully total allocated 
amount will be disbursed.

Human Resources Development
For capacity development of the National 
Agricultural Research System (NARS), 8664.00 
lakh taka has allocated in the NATP-2, 
PIU-BARC for provides 60 foreign PhD, 260 
persons short-term training, 200 persons seminar, 
workshop, conference and study visits etc. in 
various fields of agriculture and policy level in 
abroad. On other hand there are provisions for 60 
local PhD, 3520 persons training, 100 batches 
workshop, conference, seminar, meeting within 
country. PIU has announced local and foreign 
PhD scholarship for NARS and project related 
organizations. Besides, 04 nos. training 
workshops on “Implementation Procedure for 
CRG Sub Projects” were made in this reporting 
period.

Progress of Procurement 
The total 11510.00 lakh taka has allocated for 
procurement of goods, works and services. In 
financial year 2016-17, total 05 nos. procurement 
packages were done. Four national consultants 
have under process of appointment.

Financial Progress
The total cost of PIU-BARC as per Development 
Project Proposal (DPP) is 40273 lakh taka. The 
Government of Bangladesh contributes 1245 lakh 
taka including in kinds.  The World Bank, IFAD 
and USAID share 39028.00 lakh taka as a project 
aid. ADP allocation for the year 2016-17 was Tk. 
1920.00 (GoB Tk.420.00 and RPA Tk.1500.00) 
& Revised ADP allocation for this year was 
Tk.789.00 (GoB Tk.42.00 and RPA Tk.747.00). 
Total expenditure during the FY 2016-17 was 
Tk.769.77 (GoB Tk. 41.99 and RPA Tk. 
727.78).Total cumulative expenditure since 
inception up to 30 June 2017 was Tk.769.77 
(GoB Tk. 41.99 and RPA Tk. 727.78).

Chief Scientific Officer and Principal Scientific 
Officer of Soils Unit participated in an 
exploratory visit in Arhus University, Denmark 
during 16-21 May 2017 as the members of high 
level 11-Membered Team lead by the Additional 
Secretary, MoA. The objective of the visit was to 
see 120and learn application of bio-slurry as 
organic fertilizer in crop production in Denmark 
and explore possibility using the technology in 
Bangladesh.

The team visited the bio-slurry production plant 
and crop field as well that was applied with 
bio-slurry. There were discussion meetings and 
sharing of knowledge on different aspects of 
bio-slurry production and its use in crop 
production. The team also visited factories to 
observe machineries used in application of 
bio-slurry in the field and discussed about the 
operation and performance of the machines. 
Those machines were of very big size. The team 
discussed about the possibility of production of 
smaller size machines and export to Bangladesh 
since our land holdings are of small sizes.  
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gardening in human life. In this regard he drew 
attention of the scientists to provide the farmers 
with quality planting materials. Other speakers 
also urged to maintain environment and 
ecological balance by planting fruit saplings 
around their respective homesteads.

Wheat blast disease out broke for the first time 
during the rabi season in 2016 at the southern 
region of Bangladesh. Rice blast disease also 
reported during Boro season in some areas 
especially in Khulna and Jessore regions. 
Considering both the issues with due importance, 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 
organized a day long Consultation Workshop on 
Rice and Wheat Blast Management in 
Bangladesh on 11 May 2017 at BARC.

In this workshop, Matia Chowdhury, MP, 
Honorable Minister, Ministry of Agriculture was 
the chief guest where Mr. Mohammad 
Moinuddin Abdullah, Secretary, Ministry of 
Agriculture, chaired the workshop. Dr. Paresh 
Chandra Golder, Member Director (Planning & 
Evaluation) delivered the welcome address. In 
this workshop three papers viz. (1) Present field 
status of rice and wheat blast disease in 
Bangladesh, (2)  Present status of rice blast in 
Bangladesh and its management strategies and 

(3)  Present status of wheat blast  in Bangladesh 
and its management  were presented by Mr. 
Chaitanya Kumar Das, Director (Field Service) 
DAE, Dr. Md. Abdul Latif, Principal Scientific 
Officer and Head, Plant Pathology Division, 
BRRI and Dr Naresh Chandra Deb Barma, 
Director, Wheat Research Centre, BARI, 
respectively.  Experts from BARI, BRRI, BINA, 
BARC, BADC, DAE, BAU, BSMRAU, SAU, 
IRRI, CIMMYT and KGF participated in the 
workshop and discussed the issues for mitigating 
outbreak of rice and wheat blast diseases in 
Bangladesh. Eventually some recommendations 
were made on different areas of blast diseases 
such as Research, Technology Transfer, Capacity 
Building and Policy Planning to save the crops 
from emerging problem of wheat and rice blast.

A day long seminar on Strength, Opportunity, 
Challenges and Strategies of Ministry of 
Agriculture for Achieving Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) was held at 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 
Auditorium on 14 June 2017. The seminar was 
chaired by Mr. Mohammad Moinuddin Abdullah, 
Senior Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture. 
Hon’ble Agriculture Minister Matia Chowdhury, 
MP was present as chief guest and Mr. Md. Abul 
Kalam Azad, Chief Coordinator, SDGs 
implementation, Prime Minister Office was 
present as special guest. Representatives from 
Ministry of Agriculture, Planning Commission 
and heads of different Organizations/Agencies, 
Development Partners, NGO representatives, 
Fertilizer and Seed dealers were present in the 
seminar. The welcome address was delivered by 
Mr. Mohammad Nazmul Islam, Additional 
Secretary (PPC), Ministry of Agriculture. Dr. 
Abul Kalam Azad, Director-General of BARI 
was the moderator of the technical session. Two 
papers Strength, Opportunity, Challenges and 

Strategies of Ministry of Agriculture for 
Achieving Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) and Action Plan of Agriculture Ministry 
for Achieving Sustainable Development Goal 
(SDG)-2 were presented by Mr. Kazi Rayhan, 
Additional Deputy Director, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Mr. S. M. Imrul Hassan, Senior 
Assistant Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture 
respectively. Dr. Wais Kabir, Executive Director, 
Krishi Gobeshona Foundation (KGF) and Mr. 
Md. Monzurul Hannan former Director-General 
of Department of Agricultural Extension (DAE) 
were present as discussants. Some important 
recommendations were adopted in the seminar. 
The recommendations were incorporated in the 
Action Plan of Ministry of Agriculture for 
achieving the SDGs.

A Progress Review Workshop on Seaweed 
Cultivation in Coastal Areas under the project of 
Capacity Building for Conducting Adaptive 
Trials on Seaweed Cultivation in Coastal Areas 
was held on 19 June 2017 at BARC. Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman of 
BARC was the chief guest and Dr. Wais Kabir, 
Executive Director (KGF) chaired the inaugural 
session of the workshop.

Dr. Aziz Zilani Chowdhury, Member Director 
(Crops) delivered the welcome address. Three 
articles were presented in the workshop viz. 
(1)Activities and Achievements of Seaweed 
Cultivation (BARC Part), (2)  Research 
Achievements of Seaweed Cultivation (BARI 
Part) and (3)  Lessons Learned from Adaptive 
Trials on Seaweed Cultivation and Future 
Strategy of Seaweed Research and Cultivation 
(Lab and Open Sea). Scientists from BARI, 
BRRI, BINA, BJRI, BSRI, BARC, DAE, 
BSMRAU, BIRTAN, DU, Hortex Foundation 
and KGF participated in the workshop.

Dr. Md. Aziz Zilani Chowdhury, Member 
Director (Officiating), Crops Division, BARC 
and Member Secretary, Joint Follow-up 
Committee (JFC) along with other five delegates 
of Bangladesh visited Sri Lanka during 29-31 
May 2017 under the signed Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) between the Bangladesh 
Agricultural Research Council (BARC) and the 
Sri Lankan Council for Agricultural Research and 
Policy (SLCARP) to follow-up the execution of 
the MoU and revised the proposed workplan. 
Revised workplan includes Study Visits, 
Training, Exchange of Technologies, Novel 
Innovative Areas for both Parties, Exchange of 

Experts, Collaborative Project and Miscellaneous 
and it was sent to MoA for consent of other 
concerned ministries.

Dr. Md. Abdus Salam, PSO (Crops), National 
Focal Point of ITPGRFA and Member of the 
Scientific Advisory Committee of Asia region 
attended the Second Meeting of the Scientific 
Advisory Committee on the Global Information 
System of Article 17 of the Treaty at Rome, Italy 
during 13-14 June 2017. The agenda of the 
meeting were: 1. Adoption of the Agenda,

2. Operations and Implementation of the 
Programme of Work, 3. Review of the Guidelines 
for Digital Object Identifiers, 4. Access and use 
of PGRFA information through the Global 
Information System, 5. Partnerships and 
collaborations, 6. Other Matters and 7. Adoption 
of the Report.

Agricultural Information Centre, BARC 
organized a 5-day training course on Technical 
Report Writing and Editing during 14-18 May 
2017 at BARC. The training program was 

inaugurated by Mr. Md. Rafique Mostafa Kamal, 
Director, AIC. The main objective of training 
program was to make the editors, scientists, 
publication officers and other officers involved in 

publication activities aware of the modern and 
proper techniques of technical/scientific report 
writing and editing so that scientific publications 
and reports would be more meaningful and 
useful. Twenty five officials from BARC and 
NARS institutes attended the training 
programme. The training course included the 
techniques of writing technical and scientific 
papers, contents and conventions, methodology 
of scientific article, reference citation, unicode 
and web publishing, IPR copyright, image 
processing using illustration in printing etc.

In the concluding session Dr. Mohammod Jalal 
Uddin, Executive Chairman, BARC was present 
as chief guest and gave certificates among the 
participants. Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder. MD, 
Planning and Evaluation, Dr. Sultan Ahmed, MD, 
NRM and Dr. SM Khorshed Alam, Director, 
Training were present as special guests where 
Mr. Md. Rafique Mostafa Kamal, Director, AIC 
was present as chairperson. The chief guest in his 
speech highlighted the importance of the training 
on Technical Report Writing and Editing. He also 
appreciated the program and suggested to 
continue this course for enriching the scientific 
publications.

Hands-on training on Vermi-Compost Production 
Technology under AFACI-GAP project was 
conducted on 11 April 2017 at Lochanpur village 
of Raipura upazilla under Narsingdi District. 
Twelve participants including four male farmers 
participated in the training programme. 
Vermi-compost production materials like, 
concrete ring, polythene, live earthworms, semi 
decomposed cowdung, plant debris (banana and 
water hyacinth) were distributed among 12 
participating farmers. The prepared 
vermi-compost is being used in the guava-GAP 
demonstration.

Training on Standard and Compliance was 
conducted for DAE officials and SAAOs of 
Narsingdi district on 15 May 2017. A total of 50 
participants including 18 upazila and district 
level officers of DAE participated in the training 
course. Executive Chairman of BARC, Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin was the chief guest 
while Mr. Chaitanya Kumar Das, Director Field 
Service, DAE, Khamarbari was present as special 
guest in the inaugural session of the training 
programme. The AFACI GAP Project PI Dr. 
Mian Sayeed Hassan conducted the training 
course. A training manual on Bangladesh GAP 
was provided to the participants.

Training on Standard and Compliance was 
conducted for SAAOs and advance farmers of 
Narsingdi district on 16 May 2017. A total of 50 
participants comprising of 45 SAAOs and 5 
farmers of Narsingdi district participated in the 
training course. Member Director of Planning 
and Evaluation of BARC, Dr. Paresh Chandra 
Golder was the chief guest while Dr. Aziz Zilani 
Chowdhury, Member Director, Crops was present 
as special guest in the inaugural session of the 
training programme. The PI of AFACI GAP 
Project Dr. Mian Sayeed Hassan conducted the 
training course.

Inaugural session and three Technical sessions of 
first day of The 3rd Meeting of the Technical 
Working Groups (TWGs) of the Asian and Pacific 
Network for Testing of Agricultural Machinery 
(ANTAM) was held in Bangladesh Agricultural 
Research Council on 24 May 2017. 

The objective of this meeting was to develop 
ANTAM testing Codes on Power Tillers and 
Knapsack-Misters-Cum-Dusters and complete 
the first version of the ANTAM Code for Paddy 
Transplanter. This technical meeting provides an 
opportunity for testing Engineers from 13 

member countries, international experts and 
private sector representatives to exchange 
national practices and provide recommendations 
during the process of standard-setting.

Under the part of human resource development 
activities Nutrition Unit, BARC organized two 
workshops jointly with BIRTAN on  Uses of 
Colors in Food and Food products: Health 
Consequence during 20 May 2017  in Rangpur  
and  27 May in Jhenaidah at the DAE Conference 
Room,  respectively. In the programmes, keynote 
papers were presented by Dr. Md. Monirul Islam, 
Director (Nutrition), BARC. In Rangpur,  Mr. S. 
M. Ashraf Ali, Deputy Director, DAE, Rangpur 
was present as special guest in both the inaugural 
session and closing ceremony of the programme. 
On the other  hand, in Jhenaidah, Mr. Mubarak 
Ali, Director (Training), Department of 
Extension, Dhaka and Mr. Shah Md. Akramul 
Haque, Deputy Director, Jhenaidah, DAE were 
the chief guest and special guest respectively.

With the view to create awareness to the mass 
people, the participants viz., Upazilla Agriculture 
Officer including other officials at Upazilla level, 
teachers, magistrates, mango growers, traders, 
pesticide dealers and  reporters from the print and 

electronic media were invited to attend the 
workshop from the greater Rangpur and 
Jhenaidah districts.

A workshop on Review of Socio-economic 
Research Programme (2016-17) and Future 
Research Programme (2017-18) of NARS 
Institutes was held on 18 June 2017 at 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council, 
Farmgate, Dhaka. Dr. A.S.M. Anwarul Huq, 
Member-Director (AERS), BARC presided over 
the inaugural session. A total of eighty 
participants including scientists, professors, 
agriculture experts and delegates from different 
research organizations, universities and private 
sectors attended the workshop. The present and 
future research activities were presented by the 
representatives of the NARS institutes. Two 
technical sessions were presided over by 
Professor Dr. Rezaul Karim Talukder, Advisor, 
MUCH, FAO/MoFood and Dr. Jahangir Alam, 
Former Director General, BLRI, Dhaka. Five 
expert reviewers namely Dr. Md. Abul Quasem, 
Former Senior Research Fellow, BIDS, Dr. M. 
Shahadad Hossain, Former Director General, 
BARI, Dr. Firoze Shah Sikder, Former Director 
General, BRRI, Dr. Shaikh Abdus Sabur, 
Professor, BAU and Dr. Md. Aktaruzzaman, 
Professor, BAU, Mymensingh reviewed the 

whole presented research projects critically and 
made important comments/suggestions in the 
workshop.

The big projects to be carried by BARI are 
expected to be carefully planned and before 
starting special discussion meeting may be 
organized keeping in view the objectives of the 
study and the analytical procedures to be 
followed before drafting the study report.  It is  
also important to note that every research study is 
expected to have some hypotheses that to be 
tested on the basis of information collected and 
accordingly the survey methodology need to be 
designed and data collection should follow it. 
Analysis of collected data should try to examine 
the hypotheses to be tested and identify the 
relevant factors that influence the decision 
making by the stake-holders involved.

A day-long workshop on Field Monitoring 
Activities under Research Grant Fund (2016-17) 
of Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 
(BARC) was held at BARC on 29 May 2017. 
Planning and Evaluation Division of BARC 
organized the workshop. Thirty three projects 
were implemented by different NARS institutes 
and Agricultural Universities.
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A total of 90 participants comprising of 
Monitoring Members, Principal Investigators of 
the Projects, Member Directors, Directors, CSOs, 
PSOs, SSOs and other officers of BARC 
participated in the workshop. Dr. Mohammod 
Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman, BARC was 
present as the chief guest. Dr. Paresh Chandra 
Golder, Member-Director, Planning & 
Evaluation, BARC presided over the inaugural 
session. The objective of the workshop was to 
provide clear and concise understanding on the 
present status of the projects. Team leader or his 
representative presented field condition, financial 
status, success, and constraints of the projects. A 
good number of recommendations were adopted 
through open discussions. The recommendation 
and closing sessions were presided over by Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman, 
BARC. 

Two-day long workshop on Progress Review of 
Research Projects under Research Grant Fund of 
BARC was held at the BARC Training Building 
during 18-19 June 2017. The objectives of the 
workshop were to review the progress of research 
activities under Research Grant Fund of BARC 
implemented by the NARS institutes and 
different Agricultural Universities in Bangladesh. 
There were 33 projects under research grant of 
BARC. A total of 100 participants comprising of  
Principal Investigators of the Projects, Member 
Directors, Directors, CSOs, PSOs, SSOs and 
other officers of BARC participated in the 
workshop. Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder, 
Member-Director, Planning & Evaluation, BARC 
presided over the inaugural session. Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin,  Executive Chairman, 
BARC was present as the chief guest and Dr. Md. 
Abdul Awal, Chief Scientific Officer, Planning & 
Evaluation, BARC gave the welcome address 
and briefed the objectives and importance of 
workshop. Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder 

highlighted the areas of Research Grant Fund and 
emphasized on the proper utilization of fund. Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, the Chief Guest and 
Executive Chairman of BARC emphasized on the 
submission of final report as par format. He 
suggested to take next year activities based on 
workplan and to show a tangible output within 
the project period. Followed by the inaugural, 
five technical sessions were chaired by Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman of 
BARC, Dr. Bhagya Rani Banik, Director 
General, BRRI, Dr. Md. Lutfar Rahman, Director 
(Research), BARI, Professor Dr. Lutful Hassan, 
Department of Genetics Plant Breeding, BAU 
and Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder, Member Director 
(P&E), BARC. A good number of 
recommendations were adopted in the workshop 
which will be followed in future activities.

A meeting of Technical Committee was held at 
BARC on 27 April 2017. The meeting was 
presided over by Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder, 
Member Director, Planning and Evaluation 
division, the Convener of the committee. Almost 
all the members of the committee (from 9 
institutes along with BARC) attended the 
meeting. Convener discussed about the 
background as well as research priorities of 
Special Fund Nitimala/2016. After detail 
discussion, following decisions were  made by 
the committee:

1) Progress report of research proposals 
approved for 2016-17 should be sent at 
BARC on the last week of May/2017.

2) Field monitoring team of BARC will visit 
the research field or laboratory on the last 
week of May/2017.

3) A review workshop should be organized by 
BARC on technical and physical progress 
of proposals approved for 2016-17 on mid 
June/2017.

4)  New research proposals should be matched 
with the research priority areas.

5) Incorporation of research priorities in 
special fund nitimala e.g. good 
agricultural practices, IPM, high value 
crops production and multiple use, quality 
seed production and renewable fuel etc.

A meeting of Technical Committee of GoB 
special fund on scrutiny and evaluation of 
research proposals submitted for financing 
2017-18 was held at BARC on 7 June 2017. Dr. 
Paresh Chandra Golder, Member Director  
Planning and Evaluation, the Convener of the 
Technical Committee chaired the meeting. Dr. 
Sheikh Mohammad Bokhtiar was present as 
member secretary of the committee. Almost all 
the members of the committee attended the 
meeting. Dr. Bokhtiar explained the background, 
objectives and research priorities of special fund 
provided by MoA in accordance with Special 
Fund Nitimala/2016. After scrutiny and 
evaluation, technical committee recommended 12 
proposals among 82 of BARI, 04 proposals 
among 12 of BRRI, 07 proposals among 11 of 
BINA, 05 proposals among 10 of BSRI, 05 
proposals among 08 of BJRI, 04 proposals 
among 10 of SRDI, 01 proposal among 02 of 
CDB, 01 proposal from BIRTAN, 04 proposals 
among 08 of BADC. Total 43 research proposals 
have been recommended by Technical 
Committee of Special Fund.

The World Bank, International Fund for 
Agricultural Development, The United States 
Agency for International Development and the 
Government of Bangladesh funded National 
Agricultural Technology Program Project 
(NATP) is a comprehensive project with focus on 
revitalizing the agricultural technology system 

and increasing agricultural productivity in 
Bangladesh. The Project Implementation Unit 
(PIU) of BARC is the prime national agricultural 
research component and is the implementing arm 
of all NATP activities on behalf of the 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council. In 
attaining the projects objectives concerning 
BARC/NARS, the PIU-BARC in close 
collaboration with the NARIs and related others 
is undertaking activities to transform agricultural 
research more participatory and demand-driven 
and develop technologies to promote sustainable 
intensification, diversification mechanization of 
agriculture through efficient natural resources 
management. 

Research Management

Competitive Research Grant (CRG)
PIU-BARC invites application for Concept Note 
(CN) of CRG sub projects on 03 October 2016. 
After deadline, PIU received 537 nos of CRG 
research proposal. Nine Technical committees 
reviewed 537 nos. of CN and selected 206 nos. of 
CN for submission of full research proposals. 
After submission of full research proposal within 
deadline, according to Project Implementation 
Manual (PIM), each full proposal should be 
reviewed by two independent reviewers on view 
of that Technical division of BARC set 
independent reviewer panel. Recommended 
research proposal were placed in Executive 
Council, BARC and EC approved 192 nos of 
research project with the total budget of 4834.00 
lakh taka. PIU-BARC has finally started to 
disburse fund.

Program Based Research Grant (PBRG) 
PIU-BARC invites application for Concept Note 
of PBRG sub projects on 03 October 2016. After 
deadline, PIU has received 148 nos of PBRG 
concept notes. Nine Technical committees 
reviewed 148 nos. of PBRG sub projects. Final 
selection and approval is under way of process 
and awarded soon. Hopefully total allocated 
amount will be disbursed.

Human Resources Development
For capacity development of the National 
Agricultural Research System (NARS), 8664.00 
lakh taka has allocated in the NATP-2, 
PIU-BARC for provides 60 foreign PhD, 260 
persons short-term training, 200 persons seminar, 
workshop, conference and study visits etc. in 
various fields of agriculture and policy level in 
abroad. On other hand there are provisions for 60 
local PhD, 3520 persons training, 100 batches 
workshop, conference, seminar, meeting within 
country. PIU has announced local and foreign 
PhD scholarship for NARS and project related 
organizations. Besides, 04 nos. training 
workshops on “Implementation Procedure for 
CRG Sub Projects” were made in this reporting 
period.

Progress of Procurement 
The total 11510.00 lakh taka has allocated for 
procurement of goods, works and services. In 
financial year 2016-17, total 05 nos. procurement 
packages were done. Four national consultants 
have under process of appointment.

Financial Progress
The total cost of PIU-BARC as per Development 
Project Proposal (DPP) is 40273 lakh taka. The 
Government of Bangladesh contributes 1245 lakh 
taka including in kinds.  The World Bank, IFAD 
and USAID share 39028.00 lakh taka as a project 
aid. ADP allocation for the year 2016-17 was Tk. 
1920.00 (GoB Tk.420.00 and RPA Tk.1500.00) 
& Revised ADP allocation for this year was 
Tk.789.00 (GoB Tk.42.00 and RPA Tk.747.00). 
Total expenditure during the FY 2016-17 was 
Tk.769.77 (GoB Tk. 41.99 and RPA Tk. 
727.78).Total cumulative expenditure since 
inception up to 30 June 2017 was Tk.769.77 
(GoB Tk. 41.99 and RPA Tk. 727.78).

Chief Scientific Officer and Principal Scientific 
Officer of Soils Unit participated in an 
exploratory visit in Arhus University, Denmark 
during 16-21 May 2017 as the members of high 
level 11-Membered Team lead by the Additional 
Secretary, MoA. The objective of the visit was to 
see 120and learn application of bio-slurry as 
organic fertilizer in crop production in Denmark 
and explore possibility using the technology in 
Bangladesh.

The team visited the bio-slurry production plant 
and crop field as well that was applied with 
bio-slurry. There were discussion meetings and 
sharing of knowledge on different aspects of 
bio-slurry production and its use in crop 
production. The team also visited factories to 
observe machineries used in application of 
bio-slurry in the field and discussed about the 
operation and performance of the machines. 
Those machines were of very big size. The team 
discussed about the possibility of production of 
smaller size machines and export to Bangladesh 
since our land holdings are of small sizes.  
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gardening in human life. In this regard he drew 
attention of the scientists to provide the farmers 
with quality planting materials. Other speakers 
also urged to maintain environment and 
ecological balance by planting fruit saplings 
around their respective homesteads.

Wheat blast disease out broke for the first time 
during the rabi season in 2016 at the southern 
region of Bangladesh. Rice blast disease also 
reported during Boro season in some areas 
especially in Khulna and Jessore regions. 
Considering both the issues with due importance, 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 
organized a day long Consultation Workshop on 
Rice and Wheat Blast Management in 
Bangladesh on 11 May 2017 at BARC.

In this workshop, Matia Chowdhury, MP, 
Honorable Minister, Ministry of Agriculture was 
the chief guest where Mr. Mohammad 
Moinuddin Abdullah, Secretary, Ministry of 
Agriculture, chaired the workshop. Dr. Paresh 
Chandra Golder, Member Director (Planning & 
Evaluation) delivered the welcome address. In 
this workshop three papers viz. (1) Present field 
status of rice and wheat blast disease in 
Bangladesh, (2)  Present status of rice blast in 
Bangladesh and its management strategies and 

(3)  Present status of wheat blast  in Bangladesh 
and its management  were presented by Mr. 
Chaitanya Kumar Das, Director (Field Service) 
DAE, Dr. Md. Abdul Latif, Principal Scientific 
Officer and Head, Plant Pathology Division, 
BRRI and Dr Naresh Chandra Deb Barma, 
Director, Wheat Research Centre, BARI, 
respectively.  Experts from BARI, BRRI, BINA, 
BARC, BADC, DAE, BAU, BSMRAU, SAU, 
IRRI, CIMMYT and KGF participated in the 
workshop and discussed the issues for mitigating 
outbreak of rice and wheat blast diseases in 
Bangladesh. Eventually some recommendations 
were made on different areas of blast diseases 
such as Research, Technology Transfer, Capacity 
Building and Policy Planning to save the crops 
from emerging problem of wheat and rice blast.

A day long seminar on Strength, Opportunity, 
Challenges and Strategies of Ministry of 
Agriculture for Achieving Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) was held at 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 
Auditorium on 14 June 2017. The seminar was 
chaired by Mr. Mohammad Moinuddin Abdullah, 
Senior Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture. 
Hon’ble Agriculture Minister Matia Chowdhury, 
MP was present as chief guest and Mr. Md. Abul 
Kalam Azad, Chief Coordinator, SDGs 
implementation, Prime Minister Office was 
present as special guest. Representatives from 
Ministry of Agriculture, Planning Commission 
and heads of different Organizations/Agencies, 
Development Partners, NGO representatives, 
Fertilizer and Seed dealers were present in the 
seminar. The welcome address was delivered by 
Mr. Mohammad Nazmul Islam, Additional 
Secretary (PPC), Ministry of Agriculture. Dr. 
Abul Kalam Azad, Director-General of BARI 
was the moderator of the technical session. Two 
papers Strength, Opportunity, Challenges and 

Strategies of Ministry of Agriculture for 
Achieving Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) and Action Plan of Agriculture Ministry 
for Achieving Sustainable Development Goal 
(SDG)-2 were presented by Mr. Kazi Rayhan, 
Additional Deputy Director, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Mr. S. M. Imrul Hassan, Senior 
Assistant Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture 
respectively. Dr. Wais Kabir, Executive Director, 
Krishi Gobeshona Foundation (KGF) and Mr. 
Md. Monzurul Hannan former Director-General 
of Department of Agricultural Extension (DAE) 
were present as discussants. Some important 
recommendations were adopted in the seminar. 
The recommendations were incorporated in the 
Action Plan of Ministry of Agriculture for 
achieving the SDGs.

A Progress Review Workshop on Seaweed 
Cultivation in Coastal Areas under the project of 
Capacity Building for Conducting Adaptive 
Trials on Seaweed Cultivation in Coastal Areas 
was held on 19 June 2017 at BARC. Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman of 
BARC was the chief guest and Dr. Wais Kabir, 
Executive Director (KGF) chaired the inaugural 
session of the workshop.

Dr. Aziz Zilani Chowdhury, Member Director 
(Crops) delivered the welcome address. Three 
articles were presented in the workshop viz. 
(1)Activities and Achievements of Seaweed 
Cultivation (BARC Part), (2)  Research 
Achievements of Seaweed Cultivation (BARI 
Part) and (3)  Lessons Learned from Adaptive 
Trials on Seaweed Cultivation and Future 
Strategy of Seaweed Research and Cultivation 
(Lab and Open Sea). Scientists from BARI, 
BRRI, BINA, BJRI, BSRI, BARC, DAE, 
BSMRAU, BIRTAN, DU, Hortex Foundation 
and KGF participated in the workshop.

Dr. Md. Aziz Zilani Chowdhury, Member 
Director (Officiating), Crops Division, BARC 
and Member Secretary, Joint Follow-up 
Committee (JFC) along with other five delegates 
of Bangladesh visited Sri Lanka during 29-31 
May 2017 under the signed Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) between the Bangladesh 
Agricultural Research Council (BARC) and the 
Sri Lankan Council for Agricultural Research and 
Policy (SLCARP) to follow-up the execution of 
the MoU and revised the proposed workplan. 
Revised workplan includes Study Visits, 
Training, Exchange of Technologies, Novel 
Innovative Areas for both Parties, Exchange of 

Experts, Collaborative Project and Miscellaneous 
and it was sent to MoA for consent of other 
concerned ministries.

Dr. Md. Abdus Salam, PSO (Crops), National 
Focal Point of ITPGRFA and Member of the 
Scientific Advisory Committee of Asia region 
attended the Second Meeting of the Scientific 
Advisory Committee on the Global Information 
System of Article 17 of the Treaty at Rome, Italy 
during 13-14 June 2017. The agenda of the 
meeting were: 1. Adoption of the Agenda,

2. Operations and Implementation of the 
Programme of Work, 3. Review of the Guidelines 
for Digital Object Identifiers, 4. Access and use 
of PGRFA information through the Global 
Information System, 5. Partnerships and 
collaborations, 6. Other Matters and 7. Adoption 
of the Report.

Agricultural Information Centre, BARC 
organized a 5-day training course on Technical 
Report Writing and Editing during 14-18 May 
2017 at BARC. The training program was 

inaugurated by Mr. Md. Rafique Mostafa Kamal, 
Director, AIC. The main objective of training 
program was to make the editors, scientists, 
publication officers and other officers involved in 

publication activities aware of the modern and 
proper techniques of technical/scientific report 
writing and editing so that scientific publications 
and reports would be more meaningful and 
useful. Twenty five officials from BARC and 
NARS institutes attended the training 
programme. The training course included the 
techniques of writing technical and scientific 
papers, contents and conventions, methodology 
of scientific article, reference citation, unicode 
and web publishing, IPR copyright, image 
processing using illustration in printing etc.

In the concluding session Dr. Mohammod Jalal 
Uddin, Executive Chairman, BARC was present 
as chief guest and gave certificates among the 
participants. Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder. MD, 
Planning and Evaluation, Dr. Sultan Ahmed, MD, 
NRM and Dr. SM Khorshed Alam, Director, 
Training were present as special guests where 
Mr. Md. Rafique Mostafa Kamal, Director, AIC 
was present as chairperson. The chief guest in his 
speech highlighted the importance of the training 
on Technical Report Writing and Editing. He also 
appreciated the program and suggested to 
continue this course for enriching the scientific 
publications.

Hands-on training on Vermi-Compost Production 
Technology under AFACI-GAP project was 
conducted on 11 April 2017 at Lochanpur village 
of Raipura upazilla under Narsingdi District. 
Twelve participants including four male farmers 
participated in the training programme. 
Vermi-compost production materials like, 
concrete ring, polythene, live earthworms, semi 
decomposed cowdung, plant debris (banana and 
water hyacinth) were distributed among 12 
participating farmers. The prepared 
vermi-compost is being used in the guava-GAP 
demonstration.

Training on Standard and Compliance was 
conducted for DAE officials and SAAOs of 
Narsingdi district on 15 May 2017. A total of 50 
participants including 18 upazila and district 
level officers of DAE participated in the training 
course. Executive Chairman of BARC, Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin was the chief guest 
while Mr. Chaitanya Kumar Das, Director Field 
Service, DAE, Khamarbari was present as special 
guest in the inaugural session of the training 
programme. The AFACI GAP Project PI Dr. 
Mian Sayeed Hassan conducted the training 
course. A training manual on Bangladesh GAP 
was provided to the participants.

Training on Standard and Compliance was 
conducted for SAAOs and advance farmers of 
Narsingdi district on 16 May 2017. A total of 50 
participants comprising of 45 SAAOs and 5 
farmers of Narsingdi district participated in the 
training course. Member Director of Planning 
and Evaluation of BARC, Dr. Paresh Chandra 
Golder was the chief guest while Dr. Aziz Zilani 
Chowdhury, Member Director, Crops was present 
as special guest in the inaugural session of the 
training programme. The PI of AFACI GAP 
Project Dr. Mian Sayeed Hassan conducted the 
training course.

Inaugural session and three Technical sessions of 
first day of The 3rd Meeting of the Technical 
Working Groups (TWGs) of the Asian and Pacific 
Network for Testing of Agricultural Machinery 
(ANTAM) was held in Bangladesh Agricultural 
Research Council on 24 May 2017. 

The objective of this meeting was to develop 
ANTAM testing Codes on Power Tillers and 
Knapsack-Misters-Cum-Dusters and complete 
the first version of the ANTAM Code for Paddy 
Transplanter. This technical meeting provides an 
opportunity for testing Engineers from 13 

member countries, international experts and 
private sector representatives to exchange 
national practices and provide recommendations 
during the process of standard-setting.

Under the part of human resource development 
activities Nutrition Unit, BARC organized two 
workshops jointly with BIRTAN on  Uses of 
Colors in Food and Food products: Health 
Consequence during 20 May 2017  in Rangpur  
and  27 May in Jhenaidah at the DAE Conference 
Room,  respectively. In the programmes, keynote 
papers were presented by Dr. Md. Monirul Islam, 
Director (Nutrition), BARC. In Rangpur,  Mr. S. 
M. Ashraf Ali, Deputy Director, DAE, Rangpur 
was present as special guest in both the inaugural 
session and closing ceremony of the programme. 
On the other  hand, in Jhenaidah, Mr. Mubarak 
Ali, Director (Training), Department of 
Extension, Dhaka and Mr. Shah Md. Akramul 
Haque, Deputy Director, Jhenaidah, DAE were 
the chief guest and special guest respectively.

With the view to create awareness to the mass 
people, the participants viz., Upazilla Agriculture 
Officer including other officials at Upazilla level, 
teachers, magistrates, mango growers, traders, 
pesticide dealers and  reporters from the print and 

electronic media were invited to attend the 
workshop from the greater Rangpur and 
Jhenaidah districts.

A workshop on Review of Socio-economic 
Research Programme (2016-17) and Future 
Research Programme (2017-18) of NARS 
Institutes was held on 18 June 2017 at 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council, 
Farmgate, Dhaka. Dr. A.S.M. Anwarul Huq, 
Member-Director (AERS), BARC presided over 
the inaugural session. A total of eighty 
participants including scientists, professors, 
agriculture experts and delegates from different 
research organizations, universities and private 
sectors attended the workshop. The present and 
future research activities were presented by the 
representatives of the NARS institutes. Two 
technical sessions were presided over by 
Professor Dr. Rezaul Karim Talukder, Advisor, 
MUCH, FAO/MoFood and Dr. Jahangir Alam, 
Former Director General, BLRI, Dhaka. Five 
expert reviewers namely Dr. Md. Abul Quasem, 
Former Senior Research Fellow, BIDS, Dr. M. 
Shahadad Hossain, Former Director General, 
BARI, Dr. Firoze Shah Sikder, Former Director 
General, BRRI, Dr. Shaikh Abdus Sabur, 
Professor, BAU and Dr. Md. Aktaruzzaman, 
Professor, BAU, Mymensingh reviewed the 

whole presented research projects critically and 
made important comments/suggestions in the 
workshop.

The big projects to be carried by BARI are 
expected to be carefully planned and before 
starting special discussion meeting may be 
organized keeping in view the objectives of the 
study and the analytical procedures to be 
followed before drafting the study report.  It is  
also important to note that every research study is 
expected to have some hypotheses that to be 
tested on the basis of information collected and 
accordingly the survey methodology need to be 
designed and data collection should follow it. 
Analysis of collected data should try to examine 
the hypotheses to be tested and identify the 
relevant factors that influence the decision 
making by the stake-holders involved.

A day-long workshop on Field Monitoring 
Activities under Research Grant Fund (2016-17) 
of Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 
(BARC) was held at BARC on 29 May 2017. 
Planning and Evaluation Division of BARC 
organized the workshop. Thirty three projects 
were implemented by different NARS institutes 
and Agricultural Universities.

A total of 90 participants comprising of 
Monitoring Members, Principal Investigators of 
the Projects, Member Directors, Directors, CSOs, 
PSOs, SSOs and other officers of BARC 
participated in the workshop. Dr. Mohammod 
Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman, BARC was 
present as the chief guest. Dr. Paresh Chandra 
Golder, Member-Director, Planning & 
Evaluation, BARC presided over the inaugural 
session. The objective of the workshop was to 
provide clear and concise understanding on the 
present status of the projects. Team leader or his 
representative presented field condition, financial 
status, success, and constraints of the projects. A 
good number of recommendations were adopted 
through open discussions. The recommendation 
and closing sessions were presided over by Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman, 
BARC. 

Two-day long workshop on Progress Review of 
Research Projects under Research Grant Fund of 
BARC was held at the BARC Training Building 
during 18-19 June 2017. The objectives of the 
workshop were to review the progress of research 
activities under Research Grant Fund of BARC 
implemented by the NARS institutes and 
different Agricultural Universities in Bangladesh. 
There were 33 projects under research grant of 
BARC. A total of 100 participants comprising of  
Principal Investigators of the Projects, Member 
Directors, Directors, CSOs, PSOs, SSOs and 
other officers of BARC participated in the 
workshop. Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder, 
Member-Director, Planning & Evaluation, BARC 
presided over the inaugural session. Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin,  Executive Chairman, 
BARC was present as the chief guest and Dr. Md. 
Abdul Awal, Chief Scientific Officer, Planning & 
Evaluation, BARC gave the welcome address 
and briefed the objectives and importance of 
workshop. Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder 

highlighted the areas of Research Grant Fund and 
emphasized on the proper utilization of fund. Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, the Chief Guest and 
Executive Chairman of BARC emphasized on the 
submission of final report as par format. He 
suggested to take next year activities based on 
workplan and to show a tangible output within 
the project period. Followed by the inaugural, 
five technical sessions were chaired by Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman of 
BARC, Dr. Bhagya Rani Banik, Director 
General, BRRI, Dr. Md. Lutfar Rahman, Director 
(Research), BARI, Professor Dr. Lutful Hassan, 
Department of Genetics Plant Breeding, BAU 
and Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder, Member Director 
(P&E), BARC. A good number of 
recommendations were adopted in the workshop 
which will be followed in future activities.

A meeting of Technical Committee was held at 
BARC on 27 April 2017. The meeting was 
presided over by Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder, 
Member Director, Planning and Evaluation 
division, the Convener of the committee. Almost 
all the members of the committee (from 9 
institutes along with BARC) attended the 
meeting. Convener discussed about the 
background as well as research priorities of 
Special Fund Nitimala/2016. After detail 
discussion, following decisions were  made by 
the committee:

1) Progress report of research proposals 
approved for 2016-17 should be sent at 
BARC on the last week of May/2017.

2) Field monitoring team of BARC will visit 
the research field or laboratory on the last 
week of May/2017.

3) A review workshop should be organized by 
BARC on technical and physical progress 
of proposals approved for 2016-17 on mid 
June/2017.
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4)  New research proposals should be matched 
with the research priority areas.

5) Incorporation of research priorities in 
special fund nitimala e.g. good 
agricultural practices, IPM, high value 
crops production and multiple use, quality 
seed production and renewable fuel etc.

A meeting of Technical Committee of GoB 
special fund on scrutiny and evaluation of 
research proposals submitted for financing 
2017-18 was held at BARC on 7 June 2017. Dr. 
Paresh Chandra Golder, Member Director  
Planning and Evaluation, the Convener of the 
Technical Committee chaired the meeting. Dr. 
Sheikh Mohammad Bokhtiar was present as 
member secretary of the committee. Almost all 
the members of the committee attended the 
meeting. Dr. Bokhtiar explained the background, 
objectives and research priorities of special fund 
provided by MoA in accordance with Special 
Fund Nitimala/2016. After scrutiny and 
evaluation, technical committee recommended 12 
proposals among 82 of BARI, 04 proposals 
among 12 of BRRI, 07 proposals among 11 of 
BINA, 05 proposals among 10 of BSRI, 05 
proposals among 08 of BJRI, 04 proposals 
among 10 of SRDI, 01 proposal among 02 of 
CDB, 01 proposal from BIRTAN, 04 proposals 
among 08 of BADC. Total 43 research proposals 
have been recommended by Technical 
Committee of Special Fund.

The World Bank, International Fund for 
Agricultural Development, The United States 
Agency for International Development and the 
Government of Bangladesh funded National 
Agricultural Technology Program Project 
(NATP) is a comprehensive project with focus on 
revitalizing the agricultural technology system 

and increasing agricultural productivity in 
Bangladesh. The Project Implementation Unit 
(PIU) of BARC is the prime national agricultural 
research component and is the implementing arm 
of all NATP activities on behalf of the 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council. In 
attaining the projects objectives concerning 
BARC/NARS, the PIU-BARC in close 
collaboration with the NARIs and related others 
is undertaking activities to transform agricultural 
research more participatory and demand-driven 
and develop technologies to promote sustainable 
intensification, diversification mechanization of 
agriculture through efficient natural resources 
management. 

Research Management

Competitive Research Grant (CRG)
PIU-BARC invites application for Concept Note 
(CN) of CRG sub projects on 03 October 2016. 
After deadline, PIU received 537 nos of CRG 
research proposal. Nine Technical committees 
reviewed 537 nos. of CN and selected 206 nos. of 
CN for submission of full research proposals. 
After submission of full research proposal within 
deadline, according to Project Implementation 
Manual (PIM), each full proposal should be 
reviewed by two independent reviewers on view 
of that Technical division of BARC set 
independent reviewer panel. Recommended 
research proposal were placed in Executive 
Council, BARC and EC approved 192 nos of 
research project with the total budget of 4834.00 
lakh taka. PIU-BARC has finally started to 
disburse fund.

Program Based Research Grant (PBRG) 
PIU-BARC invites application for Concept Note 
of PBRG sub projects on 03 October 2016. After 
deadline, PIU has received 148 nos of PBRG 
concept notes. Nine Technical committees 
reviewed 148 nos. of PBRG sub projects. Final 
selection and approval is under way of process 
and awarded soon. Hopefully total allocated 
amount will be disbursed.

Human Resources Development
For capacity development of the National 
Agricultural Research System (NARS), 8664.00 
lakh taka has allocated in the NATP-2, 
PIU-BARC for provides 60 foreign PhD, 260 
persons short-term training, 200 persons seminar, 
workshop, conference and study visits etc. in 
various fields of agriculture and policy level in 
abroad. On other hand there are provisions for 60 
local PhD, 3520 persons training, 100 batches 
workshop, conference, seminar, meeting within 
country. PIU has announced local and foreign 
PhD scholarship for NARS and project related 
organizations. Besides, 04 nos. training 
workshops on “Implementation Procedure for 
CRG Sub Projects” were made in this reporting 
period.

Progress of Procurement 
The total 11510.00 lakh taka has allocated for 
procurement of goods, works and services. In 
financial year 2016-17, total 05 nos. procurement 
packages were done. Four national consultants 
have under process of appointment.

Financial Progress
The total cost of PIU-BARC as per Development 
Project Proposal (DPP) is 40273 lakh taka. The 
Government of Bangladesh contributes 1245 lakh 
taka including in kinds.  The World Bank, IFAD 
and USAID share 39028.00 lakh taka as a project 
aid. ADP allocation for the year 2016-17 was Tk. 
1920.00 (GoB Tk.420.00 and RPA Tk.1500.00) 
& Revised ADP allocation for this year was 
Tk.789.00 (GoB Tk.42.00 and RPA Tk.747.00). 
Total expenditure during the FY 2016-17 was 
Tk.769.77 (GoB Tk. 41.99 and RPA Tk. 
727.78).Total cumulative expenditure since 
inception up to 30 June 2017 was Tk.769.77 
(GoB Tk. 41.99 and RPA Tk. 727.78).

Chief Scientific Officer and Principal Scientific 
Officer of Soils Unit participated in an 
exploratory visit in Arhus University, Denmark 
during 16-21 May 2017 as the members of high 
level 11-Membered Team lead by the Additional 
Secretary, MoA. The objective of the visit was to 
see 120and learn application of bio-slurry as 
organic fertilizer in crop production in Denmark 
and explore possibility using the technology in 
Bangladesh.

The team visited the bio-slurry production plant 
and crop field as well that was applied with 
bio-slurry. There were discussion meetings and 
sharing of knowledge on different aspects of 
bio-slurry production and its use in crop 
production. The team also visited factories to 
observe machineries used in application of 
bio-slurry in the field and discussed about the 
operation and performance of the machines. 
Those machines were of very big size. The team 
discussed about the possibility of production of 
smaller size machines and export to Bangladesh 
since our land holdings are of small sizes.  
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gardening in human life. In this regard he drew 
attention of the scientists to provide the farmers 
with quality planting materials. Other speakers 
also urged to maintain environment and 
ecological balance by planting fruit saplings 
around their respective homesteads.

Wheat blast disease out broke for the first time 
during the rabi season in 2016 at the southern 
region of Bangladesh. Rice blast disease also 
reported during Boro season in some areas 
especially in Khulna and Jessore regions. 
Considering both the issues with due importance, 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 
organized a day long Consultation Workshop on 
Rice and Wheat Blast Management in 
Bangladesh on 11 May 2017 at BARC.

In this workshop, Matia Chowdhury, MP, 
Honorable Minister, Ministry of Agriculture was 
the chief guest where Mr. Mohammad 
Moinuddin Abdullah, Secretary, Ministry of 
Agriculture, chaired the workshop. Dr. Paresh 
Chandra Golder, Member Director (Planning & 
Evaluation) delivered the welcome address. In 
this workshop three papers viz. (1) Present field 
status of rice and wheat blast disease in 
Bangladesh, (2)  Present status of rice blast in 
Bangladesh and its management strategies and 

(3)  Present status of wheat blast  in Bangladesh 
and its management  were presented by Mr. 
Chaitanya Kumar Das, Director (Field Service) 
DAE, Dr. Md. Abdul Latif, Principal Scientific 
Officer and Head, Plant Pathology Division, 
BRRI and Dr Naresh Chandra Deb Barma, 
Director, Wheat Research Centre, BARI, 
respectively.  Experts from BARI, BRRI, BINA, 
BARC, BADC, DAE, BAU, BSMRAU, SAU, 
IRRI, CIMMYT and KGF participated in the 
workshop and discussed the issues for mitigating 
outbreak of rice and wheat blast diseases in 
Bangladesh. Eventually some recommendations 
were made on different areas of blast diseases 
such as Research, Technology Transfer, Capacity 
Building and Policy Planning to save the crops 
from emerging problem of wheat and rice blast.

A day long seminar on Strength, Opportunity, 
Challenges and Strategies of Ministry of 
Agriculture for Achieving Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) was held at 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 
Auditorium on 14 June 2017. The seminar was 
chaired by Mr. Mohammad Moinuddin Abdullah, 
Senior Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture. 
Hon’ble Agriculture Minister Matia Chowdhury, 
MP was present as chief guest and Mr. Md. Abul 
Kalam Azad, Chief Coordinator, SDGs 
implementation, Prime Minister Office was 
present as special guest. Representatives from 
Ministry of Agriculture, Planning Commission 
and heads of different Organizations/Agencies, 
Development Partners, NGO representatives, 
Fertilizer and Seed dealers were present in the 
seminar. The welcome address was delivered by 
Mr. Mohammad Nazmul Islam, Additional 
Secretary (PPC), Ministry of Agriculture. Dr. 
Abul Kalam Azad, Director-General of BARI 
was the moderator of the technical session. Two 
papers Strength, Opportunity, Challenges and 

Strategies of Ministry of Agriculture for 
Achieving Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) and Action Plan of Agriculture Ministry 
for Achieving Sustainable Development Goal 
(SDG)-2 were presented by Mr. Kazi Rayhan, 
Additional Deputy Director, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Mr. S. M. Imrul Hassan, Senior 
Assistant Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture 
respectively. Dr. Wais Kabir, Executive Director, 
Krishi Gobeshona Foundation (KGF) and Mr. 
Md. Monzurul Hannan former Director-General 
of Department of Agricultural Extension (DAE) 
were present as discussants. Some important 
recommendations were adopted in the seminar. 
The recommendations were incorporated in the 
Action Plan of Ministry of Agriculture for 
achieving the SDGs.

A Progress Review Workshop on Seaweed 
Cultivation in Coastal Areas under the project of 
Capacity Building for Conducting Adaptive 
Trials on Seaweed Cultivation in Coastal Areas 
was held on 19 June 2017 at BARC. Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman of 
BARC was the chief guest and Dr. Wais Kabir, 
Executive Director (KGF) chaired the inaugural 
session of the workshop.

Dr. Aziz Zilani Chowdhury, Member Director 
(Crops) delivered the welcome address. Three 
articles were presented in the workshop viz. 
(1)Activities and Achievements of Seaweed 
Cultivation (BARC Part), (2)  Research 
Achievements of Seaweed Cultivation (BARI 
Part) and (3)  Lessons Learned from Adaptive 
Trials on Seaweed Cultivation and Future 
Strategy of Seaweed Research and Cultivation 
(Lab and Open Sea). Scientists from BARI, 
BRRI, BINA, BJRI, BSRI, BARC, DAE, 
BSMRAU, BIRTAN, DU, Hortex Foundation 
and KGF participated in the workshop.

Dr. Md. Aziz Zilani Chowdhury, Member 
Director (Officiating), Crops Division, BARC 
and Member Secretary, Joint Follow-up 
Committee (JFC) along with other five delegates 
of Bangladesh visited Sri Lanka during 29-31 
May 2017 under the signed Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) between the Bangladesh 
Agricultural Research Council (BARC) and the 
Sri Lankan Council for Agricultural Research and 
Policy (SLCARP) to follow-up the execution of 
the MoU and revised the proposed workplan. 
Revised workplan includes Study Visits, 
Training, Exchange of Technologies, Novel 
Innovative Areas for both Parties, Exchange of 

Experts, Collaborative Project and Miscellaneous 
and it was sent to MoA for consent of other 
concerned ministries.

Dr. Md. Abdus Salam, PSO (Crops), National 
Focal Point of ITPGRFA and Member of the 
Scientific Advisory Committee of Asia region 
attended the Second Meeting of the Scientific 
Advisory Committee on the Global Information 
System of Article 17 of the Treaty at Rome, Italy 
during 13-14 June 2017. The agenda of the 
meeting were: 1. Adoption of the Agenda,

2. Operations and Implementation of the 
Programme of Work, 3. Review of the Guidelines 
for Digital Object Identifiers, 4. Access and use 
of PGRFA information through the Global 
Information System, 5. Partnerships and 
collaborations, 6. Other Matters and 7. Adoption 
of the Report.

Agricultural Information Centre, BARC 
organized a 5-day training course on Technical 
Report Writing and Editing during 14-18 May 
2017 at BARC. The training program was 

inaugurated by Mr. Md. Rafique Mostafa Kamal, 
Director, AIC. The main objective of training 
program was to make the editors, scientists, 
publication officers and other officers involved in 

publication activities aware of the modern and 
proper techniques of technical/scientific report 
writing and editing so that scientific publications 
and reports would be more meaningful and 
useful. Twenty five officials from BARC and 
NARS institutes attended the training 
programme. The training course included the 
techniques of writing technical and scientific 
papers, contents and conventions, methodology 
of scientific article, reference citation, unicode 
and web publishing, IPR copyright, image 
processing using illustration in printing etc.

In the concluding session Dr. Mohammod Jalal 
Uddin, Executive Chairman, BARC was present 
as chief guest and gave certificates among the 
participants. Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder. MD, 
Planning and Evaluation, Dr. Sultan Ahmed, MD, 
NRM and Dr. SM Khorshed Alam, Director, 
Training were present as special guests where 
Mr. Md. Rafique Mostafa Kamal, Director, AIC 
was present as chairperson. The chief guest in his 
speech highlighted the importance of the training 
on Technical Report Writing and Editing. He also 
appreciated the program and suggested to 
continue this course for enriching the scientific 
publications.

Hands-on training on Vermi-Compost Production 
Technology under AFACI-GAP project was 
conducted on 11 April 2017 at Lochanpur village 
of Raipura upazilla under Narsingdi District. 
Twelve participants including four male farmers 
participated in the training programme. 
Vermi-compost production materials like, 
concrete ring, polythene, live earthworms, semi 
decomposed cowdung, plant debris (banana and 
water hyacinth) were distributed among 12 
participating farmers. The prepared 
vermi-compost is being used in the guava-GAP 
demonstration.

Training on Standard and Compliance was 
conducted for DAE officials and SAAOs of 
Narsingdi district on 15 May 2017. A total of 50 
participants including 18 upazila and district 
level officers of DAE participated in the training 
course. Executive Chairman of BARC, Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin was the chief guest 
while Mr. Chaitanya Kumar Das, Director Field 
Service, DAE, Khamarbari was present as special 
guest in the inaugural session of the training 
programme. The AFACI GAP Project PI Dr. 
Mian Sayeed Hassan conducted the training 
course. A training manual on Bangladesh GAP 
was provided to the participants.

Training on Standard and Compliance was 
conducted for SAAOs and advance farmers of 
Narsingdi district on 16 May 2017. A total of 50 
participants comprising of 45 SAAOs and 5 
farmers of Narsingdi district participated in the 
training course. Member Director of Planning 
and Evaluation of BARC, Dr. Paresh Chandra 
Golder was the chief guest while Dr. Aziz Zilani 
Chowdhury, Member Director, Crops was present 
as special guest in the inaugural session of the 
training programme. The PI of AFACI GAP 
Project Dr. Mian Sayeed Hassan conducted the 
training course.

Inaugural session and three Technical sessions of 
first day of The 3rd Meeting of the Technical 
Working Groups (TWGs) of the Asian and Pacific 
Network for Testing of Agricultural Machinery 
(ANTAM) was held in Bangladesh Agricultural 
Research Council on 24 May 2017. 

The objective of this meeting was to develop 
ANTAM testing Codes on Power Tillers and 
Knapsack-Misters-Cum-Dusters and complete 
the first version of the ANTAM Code for Paddy 
Transplanter. This technical meeting provides an 
opportunity for testing Engineers from 13 

member countries, international experts and 
private sector representatives to exchange 
national practices and provide recommendations 
during the process of standard-setting.

Under the part of human resource development 
activities Nutrition Unit, BARC organized two 
workshops jointly with BIRTAN on  Uses of 
Colors in Food and Food products: Health 
Consequence during 20 May 2017  in Rangpur  
and  27 May in Jhenaidah at the DAE Conference 
Room,  respectively. In the programmes, keynote 
papers were presented by Dr. Md. Monirul Islam, 
Director (Nutrition), BARC. In Rangpur,  Mr. S. 
M. Ashraf Ali, Deputy Director, DAE, Rangpur 
was present as special guest in both the inaugural 
session and closing ceremony of the programme. 
On the other  hand, in Jhenaidah, Mr. Mubarak 
Ali, Director (Training), Department of 
Extension, Dhaka and Mr. Shah Md. Akramul 
Haque, Deputy Director, Jhenaidah, DAE were 
the chief guest and special guest respectively.

With the view to create awareness to the mass 
people, the participants viz., Upazilla Agriculture 
Officer including other officials at Upazilla level, 
teachers, magistrates, mango growers, traders, 
pesticide dealers and  reporters from the print and 

electronic media were invited to attend the 
workshop from the greater Rangpur and 
Jhenaidah districts.

A workshop on Review of Socio-economic 
Research Programme (2016-17) and Future 
Research Programme (2017-18) of NARS 
Institutes was held on 18 June 2017 at 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council, 
Farmgate, Dhaka. Dr. A.S.M. Anwarul Huq, 
Member-Director (AERS), BARC presided over 
the inaugural session. A total of eighty 
participants including scientists, professors, 
agriculture experts and delegates from different 
research organizations, universities and private 
sectors attended the workshop. The present and 
future research activities were presented by the 
representatives of the NARS institutes. Two 
technical sessions were presided over by 
Professor Dr. Rezaul Karim Talukder, Advisor, 
MUCH, FAO/MoFood and Dr. Jahangir Alam, 
Former Director General, BLRI, Dhaka. Five 
expert reviewers namely Dr. Md. Abul Quasem, 
Former Senior Research Fellow, BIDS, Dr. M. 
Shahadad Hossain, Former Director General, 
BARI, Dr. Firoze Shah Sikder, Former Director 
General, BRRI, Dr. Shaikh Abdus Sabur, 
Professor, BAU and Dr. Md. Aktaruzzaman, 
Professor, BAU, Mymensingh reviewed the 

whole presented research projects critically and 
made important comments/suggestions in the 
workshop.

The big projects to be carried by BARI are 
expected to be carefully planned and before 
starting special discussion meeting may be 
organized keeping in view the objectives of the 
study and the analytical procedures to be 
followed before drafting the study report.  It is  
also important to note that every research study is 
expected to have some hypotheses that to be 
tested on the basis of information collected and 
accordingly the survey methodology need to be 
designed and data collection should follow it. 
Analysis of collected data should try to examine 
the hypotheses to be tested and identify the 
relevant factors that influence the decision 
making by the stake-holders involved.

A day-long workshop on Field Monitoring 
Activities under Research Grant Fund (2016-17) 
of Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 
(BARC) was held at BARC on 29 May 2017. 
Planning and Evaluation Division of BARC 
organized the workshop. Thirty three projects 
were implemented by different NARS institutes 
and Agricultural Universities.

A total of 90 participants comprising of 
Monitoring Members, Principal Investigators of 
the Projects, Member Directors, Directors, CSOs, 
PSOs, SSOs and other officers of BARC 
participated in the workshop. Dr. Mohammod 
Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman, BARC was 
present as the chief guest. Dr. Paresh Chandra 
Golder, Member-Director, Planning & 
Evaluation, BARC presided over the inaugural 
session. The objective of the workshop was to 
provide clear and concise understanding on the 
present status of the projects. Team leader or his 
representative presented field condition, financial 
status, success, and constraints of the projects. A 
good number of recommendations were adopted 
through open discussions. The recommendation 
and closing sessions were presided over by Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman, 
BARC. 

Two-day long workshop on Progress Review of 
Research Projects under Research Grant Fund of 
BARC was held at the BARC Training Building 
during 18-19 June 2017. The objectives of the 
workshop were to review the progress of research 
activities under Research Grant Fund of BARC 
implemented by the NARS institutes and 
different Agricultural Universities in Bangladesh. 
There were 33 projects under research grant of 
BARC. A total of 100 participants comprising of  
Principal Investigators of the Projects, Member 
Directors, Directors, CSOs, PSOs, SSOs and 
other officers of BARC participated in the 
workshop. Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder, 
Member-Director, Planning & Evaluation, BARC 
presided over the inaugural session. Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin,  Executive Chairman, 
BARC was present as the chief guest and Dr. Md. 
Abdul Awal, Chief Scientific Officer, Planning & 
Evaluation, BARC gave the welcome address 
and briefed the objectives and importance of 
workshop. Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder 

highlighted the areas of Research Grant Fund and 
emphasized on the proper utilization of fund. Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, the Chief Guest and 
Executive Chairman of BARC emphasized on the 
submission of final report as par format. He 
suggested to take next year activities based on 
workplan and to show a tangible output within 
the project period. Followed by the inaugural, 
five technical sessions were chaired by Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman of 
BARC, Dr. Bhagya Rani Banik, Director 
General, BRRI, Dr. Md. Lutfar Rahman, Director 
(Research), BARI, Professor Dr. Lutful Hassan, 
Department of Genetics Plant Breeding, BAU 
and Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder, Member Director 
(P&E), BARC. A good number of 
recommendations were adopted in the workshop 
which will be followed in future activities.

A meeting of Technical Committee was held at 
BARC on 27 April 2017. The meeting was 
presided over by Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder, 
Member Director, Planning and Evaluation 
division, the Convener of the committee. Almost 
all the members of the committee (from 9 
institutes along with BARC) attended the 
meeting. Convener discussed about the 
background as well as research priorities of 
Special Fund Nitimala/2016. After detail 
discussion, following decisions were  made by 
the committee:

1) Progress report of research proposals 
approved for 2016-17 should be sent at 
BARC on the last week of May/2017.

2) Field monitoring team of BARC will visit 
the research field or laboratory on the last 
week of May/2017.

3) A review workshop should be organized by 
BARC on technical and physical progress 
of proposals approved for 2016-17 on mid 
June/2017.

4)  New research proposals should be matched 
with the research priority areas.

5) Incorporation of research priorities in 
special fund nitimala e.g. good 
agricultural practices, IPM, high value 
crops production and multiple use, quality 
seed production and renewable fuel etc.

A meeting of Technical Committee of GoB 
special fund on scrutiny and evaluation of 
research proposals submitted for financing 
2017-18 was held at BARC on 7 June 2017. Dr. 
Paresh Chandra Golder, Member Director  
Planning and Evaluation, the Convener of the 
Technical Committee chaired the meeting. Dr. 
Sheikh Mohammad Bokhtiar was present as 
member secretary of the committee. Almost all 
the members of the committee attended the 
meeting. Dr. Bokhtiar explained the background, 
objectives and research priorities of special fund 
provided by MoA in accordance with Special 
Fund Nitimala/2016. After scrutiny and 
evaluation, technical committee recommended 12 
proposals among 82 of BARI, 04 proposals 
among 12 of BRRI, 07 proposals among 11 of 
BINA, 05 proposals among 10 of BSRI, 05 
proposals among 08 of BJRI, 04 proposals 
among 10 of SRDI, 01 proposal among 02 of 
CDB, 01 proposal from BIRTAN, 04 proposals 
among 08 of BADC. Total 43 research proposals 
have been recommended by Technical 
Committee of Special Fund.

The World Bank, International Fund for 
Agricultural Development, The United States 
Agency for International Development and the 
Government of Bangladesh funded National 
Agricultural Technology Program Project 
(NATP) is a comprehensive project with focus on 
revitalizing the agricultural technology system 

and increasing agricultural productivity in 
Bangladesh. The Project Implementation Unit 
(PIU) of BARC is the prime national agricultural 
research component and is the implementing arm 
of all NATP activities on behalf of the 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council. In 
attaining the projects objectives concerning 
BARC/NARS, the PIU-BARC in close 
collaboration with the NARIs and related others 
is undertaking activities to transform agricultural 
research more participatory and demand-driven 
and develop technologies to promote sustainable 
intensification, diversification mechanization of 
agriculture through efficient natural resources 
management. 

Research Management

Competitive Research Grant (CRG)
PIU-BARC invites application for Concept Note 
(CN) of CRG sub projects on 03 October 2016. 
After deadline, PIU received 537 nos of CRG 
research proposal. Nine Technical committees 
reviewed 537 nos. of CN and selected 206 nos. of 
CN for submission of full research proposals. 
After submission of full research proposal within 
deadline, according to Project Implementation 
Manual (PIM), each full proposal should be 
reviewed by two independent reviewers on view 
of that Technical division of BARC set 
independent reviewer panel. Recommended 
research proposal were placed in Executive 
Council, BARC and EC approved 192 nos of 
research project with the total budget of 4834.00 
lakh taka. PIU-BARC has finally started to 
disburse fund.

Program Based Research Grant (PBRG) 
PIU-BARC invites application for Concept Note 
of PBRG sub projects on 03 October 2016. After 
deadline, PIU has received 148 nos of PBRG 
concept notes. Nine Technical committees 
reviewed 148 nos. of PBRG sub projects. Final 
selection and approval is under way of process 
and awarded soon. Hopefully total allocated 
amount will be disbursed.
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Human Resources Development
For capacity development of the National 
Agricultural Research System (NARS), 8664.00 
lakh taka has allocated in the NATP-2, 
PIU-BARC for provides 60 foreign PhD, 260 
persons short-term training, 200 persons seminar, 
workshop, conference and study visits etc. in 
various fields of agriculture and policy level in 
abroad. On other hand there are provisions for 60 
local PhD, 3520 persons training, 100 batches 
workshop, conference, seminar, meeting within 
country. PIU has announced local and foreign 
PhD scholarship for NARS and project related 
organizations. Besides, 04 nos. training 
workshops on “Implementation Procedure for 
CRG Sub Projects” were made in this reporting 
period.

Progress of Procurement 
The total 11510.00 lakh taka has allocated for 
procurement of goods, works and services. In 
financial year 2016-17, total 05 nos. procurement 
packages were done. Four national consultants 
have under process of appointment.

Financial Progress
The total cost of PIU-BARC as per Development 
Project Proposal (DPP) is 40273 lakh taka. The 
Government of Bangladesh contributes 1245 lakh 
taka including in kinds.  The World Bank, IFAD 
and USAID share 39028.00 lakh taka as a project 
aid. ADP allocation for the year 2016-17 was Tk. 
1920.00 (GoB Tk.420.00 and RPA Tk.1500.00) 
& Revised ADP allocation for this year was 
Tk.789.00 (GoB Tk.42.00 and RPA Tk.747.00). 
Total expenditure during the FY 2016-17 was 
Tk.769.77 (GoB Tk. 41.99 and RPA Tk. 
727.78).Total cumulative expenditure since 
inception up to 30 June 2017 was Tk.769.77 
(GoB Tk. 41.99 and RPA Tk. 727.78).

Chief Scientific Officer and Principal Scientific 
Officer of Soils Unit participated in an 
exploratory visit in Arhus University, Denmark 
during 16-21 May 2017 as the members of high 
level 11-Membered Team lead by the Additional 
Secretary, MoA. The objective of the visit was to 
see 120and learn application of bio-slurry as 
organic fertilizer in crop production in Denmark 
and explore possibility using the technology in 
Bangladesh.

The team visited the bio-slurry production plant 
and crop field as well that was applied with 
bio-slurry. There were discussion meetings and 
sharing of knowledge on different aspects of 
bio-slurry production and its use in crop 
production. The team also visited factories to 
observe machineries used in application of 
bio-slurry in the field and discussed about the 
operation and performance of the machines. 
Those machines were of very big size. The team 
discussed about the possibility of production of 
smaller size machines and export to Bangladesh 
since our land holdings are of small sizes.  
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gardening in human life. In this regard he drew 
attention of the scientists to provide the farmers 
with quality planting materials. Other speakers 
also urged to maintain environment and 
ecological balance by planting fruit saplings 
around their respective homesteads.

Wheat blast disease out broke for the first time 
during the rabi season in 2016 at the southern 
region of Bangladesh. Rice blast disease also 
reported during Boro season in some areas 
especially in Khulna and Jessore regions. 
Considering both the issues with due importance, 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 
organized a day long Consultation Workshop on 
Rice and Wheat Blast Management in 
Bangladesh on 11 May 2017 at BARC.

In this workshop, Matia Chowdhury, MP, 
Honorable Minister, Ministry of Agriculture was 
the chief guest where Mr. Mohammad 
Moinuddin Abdullah, Secretary, Ministry of 
Agriculture, chaired the workshop. Dr. Paresh 
Chandra Golder, Member Director (Planning & 
Evaluation) delivered the welcome address. In 
this workshop three papers viz. (1) Present field 
status of rice and wheat blast disease in 
Bangladesh, (2)  Present status of rice blast in 
Bangladesh and its management strategies and 

(3)  Present status of wheat blast  in Bangladesh 
and its management  were presented by Mr. 
Chaitanya Kumar Das, Director (Field Service) 
DAE, Dr. Md. Abdul Latif, Principal Scientific 
Officer and Head, Plant Pathology Division, 
BRRI and Dr Naresh Chandra Deb Barma, 
Director, Wheat Research Centre, BARI, 
respectively.  Experts from BARI, BRRI, BINA, 
BARC, BADC, DAE, BAU, BSMRAU, SAU, 
IRRI, CIMMYT and KGF participated in the 
workshop and discussed the issues for mitigating 
outbreak of rice and wheat blast diseases in 
Bangladesh. Eventually some recommendations 
were made on different areas of blast diseases 
such as Research, Technology Transfer, Capacity 
Building and Policy Planning to save the crops 
from emerging problem of wheat and rice blast.

A day long seminar on Strength, Opportunity, 
Challenges and Strategies of Ministry of 
Agriculture for Achieving Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) was held at 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 
Auditorium on 14 June 2017. The seminar was 
chaired by Mr. Mohammad Moinuddin Abdullah, 
Senior Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture. 
Hon’ble Agriculture Minister Matia Chowdhury, 
MP was present as chief guest and Mr. Md. Abul 
Kalam Azad, Chief Coordinator, SDGs 
implementation, Prime Minister Office was 
present as special guest. Representatives from 
Ministry of Agriculture, Planning Commission 
and heads of different Organizations/Agencies, 
Development Partners, NGO representatives, 
Fertilizer and Seed dealers were present in the 
seminar. The welcome address was delivered by 
Mr. Mohammad Nazmul Islam, Additional 
Secretary (PPC), Ministry of Agriculture. Dr. 
Abul Kalam Azad, Director-General of BARI 
was the moderator of the technical session. Two 
papers Strength, Opportunity, Challenges and 

Strategies of Ministry of Agriculture for 
Achieving Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) and Action Plan of Agriculture Ministry 
for Achieving Sustainable Development Goal 
(SDG)-2 were presented by Mr. Kazi Rayhan, 
Additional Deputy Director, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Mr. S. M. Imrul Hassan, Senior 
Assistant Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture 
respectively. Dr. Wais Kabir, Executive Director, 
Krishi Gobeshona Foundation (KGF) and Mr. 
Md. Monzurul Hannan former Director-General 
of Department of Agricultural Extension (DAE) 
were present as discussants. Some important 
recommendations were adopted in the seminar. 
The recommendations were incorporated in the 
Action Plan of Ministry of Agriculture for 
achieving the SDGs.

A Progress Review Workshop on Seaweed 
Cultivation in Coastal Areas under the project of 
Capacity Building for Conducting Adaptive 
Trials on Seaweed Cultivation in Coastal Areas 
was held on 19 June 2017 at BARC. Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman of 
BARC was the chief guest and Dr. Wais Kabir, 
Executive Director (KGF) chaired the inaugural 
session of the workshop.

Dr. Aziz Zilani Chowdhury, Member Director 
(Crops) delivered the welcome address. Three 
articles were presented in the workshop viz. 
(1)Activities and Achievements of Seaweed 
Cultivation (BARC Part), (2)  Research 
Achievements of Seaweed Cultivation (BARI 
Part) and (3)  Lessons Learned from Adaptive 
Trials on Seaweed Cultivation and Future 
Strategy of Seaweed Research and Cultivation 
(Lab and Open Sea). Scientists from BARI, 
BRRI, BINA, BJRI, BSRI, BARC, DAE, 
BSMRAU, BIRTAN, DU, Hortex Foundation 
and KGF participated in the workshop.

Dr. Md. Aziz Zilani Chowdhury, Member 
Director (Officiating), Crops Division, BARC 
and Member Secretary, Joint Follow-up 
Committee (JFC) along with other five delegates 
of Bangladesh visited Sri Lanka during 29-31 
May 2017 under the signed Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) between the Bangladesh 
Agricultural Research Council (BARC) and the 
Sri Lankan Council for Agricultural Research and 
Policy (SLCARP) to follow-up the execution of 
the MoU and revised the proposed workplan. 
Revised workplan includes Study Visits, 
Training, Exchange of Technologies, Novel 
Innovative Areas for both Parties, Exchange of 

Experts, Collaborative Project and Miscellaneous 
and it was sent to MoA for consent of other 
concerned ministries.

Dr. Md. Abdus Salam, PSO (Crops), National 
Focal Point of ITPGRFA and Member of the 
Scientific Advisory Committee of Asia region 
attended the Second Meeting of the Scientific 
Advisory Committee on the Global Information 
System of Article 17 of the Treaty at Rome, Italy 
during 13-14 June 2017. The agenda of the 
meeting were: 1. Adoption of the Agenda,

2. Operations and Implementation of the 
Programme of Work, 3. Review of the Guidelines 
for Digital Object Identifiers, 4. Access and use 
of PGRFA information through the Global 
Information System, 5. Partnerships and 
collaborations, 6. Other Matters and 7. Adoption 
of the Report.

Agricultural Information Centre, BARC 
organized a 5-day training course on Technical 
Report Writing and Editing during 14-18 May 
2017 at BARC. The training program was 

inaugurated by Mr. Md. Rafique Mostafa Kamal, 
Director, AIC. The main objective of training 
program was to make the editors, scientists, 
publication officers and other officers involved in 

publication activities aware of the modern and 
proper techniques of technical/scientific report 
writing and editing so that scientific publications 
and reports would be more meaningful and 
useful. Twenty five officials from BARC and 
NARS institutes attended the training 
programme. The training course included the 
techniques of writing technical and scientific 
papers, contents and conventions, methodology 
of scientific article, reference citation, unicode 
and web publishing, IPR copyright, image 
processing using illustration in printing etc.

In the concluding session Dr. Mohammod Jalal 
Uddin, Executive Chairman, BARC was present 
as chief guest and gave certificates among the 
participants. Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder. MD, 
Planning and Evaluation, Dr. Sultan Ahmed, MD, 
NRM and Dr. SM Khorshed Alam, Director, 
Training were present as special guests where 
Mr. Md. Rafique Mostafa Kamal, Director, AIC 
was present as chairperson. The chief guest in his 
speech highlighted the importance of the training 
on Technical Report Writing and Editing. He also 
appreciated the program and suggested to 
continue this course for enriching the scientific 
publications.

Hands-on training on Vermi-Compost Production 
Technology under AFACI-GAP project was 
conducted on 11 April 2017 at Lochanpur village 
of Raipura upazilla under Narsingdi District. 
Twelve participants including four male farmers 
participated in the training programme. 
Vermi-compost production materials like, 
concrete ring, polythene, live earthworms, semi 
decomposed cowdung, plant debris (banana and 
water hyacinth) were distributed among 12 
participating farmers. The prepared 
vermi-compost is being used in the guava-GAP 
demonstration.

Training on Standard and Compliance was 
conducted for DAE officials and SAAOs of 
Narsingdi district on 15 May 2017. A total of 50 
participants including 18 upazila and district 
level officers of DAE participated in the training 
course. Executive Chairman of BARC, Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin was the chief guest 
while Mr. Chaitanya Kumar Das, Director Field 
Service, DAE, Khamarbari was present as special 
guest in the inaugural session of the training 
programme. The AFACI GAP Project PI Dr. 
Mian Sayeed Hassan conducted the training 
course. A training manual on Bangladesh GAP 
was provided to the participants.

Training on Standard and Compliance was 
conducted for SAAOs and advance farmers of 
Narsingdi district on 16 May 2017. A total of 50 
participants comprising of 45 SAAOs and 5 
farmers of Narsingdi district participated in the 
training course. Member Director of Planning 
and Evaluation of BARC, Dr. Paresh Chandra 
Golder was the chief guest while Dr. Aziz Zilani 
Chowdhury, Member Director, Crops was present 
as special guest in the inaugural session of the 
training programme. The PI of AFACI GAP 
Project Dr. Mian Sayeed Hassan conducted the 
training course.

Inaugural session and three Technical sessions of 
first day of The 3rd Meeting of the Technical 
Working Groups (TWGs) of the Asian and Pacific 
Network for Testing of Agricultural Machinery 
(ANTAM) was held in Bangladesh Agricultural 
Research Council on 24 May 2017. 

The objective of this meeting was to develop 
ANTAM testing Codes on Power Tillers and 
Knapsack-Misters-Cum-Dusters and complete 
the first version of the ANTAM Code for Paddy 
Transplanter. This technical meeting provides an 
opportunity for testing Engineers from 13 

member countries, international experts and 
private sector representatives to exchange 
national practices and provide recommendations 
during the process of standard-setting.

Under the part of human resource development 
activities Nutrition Unit, BARC organized two 
workshops jointly with BIRTAN on  Uses of 
Colors in Food and Food products: Health 
Consequence during 20 May 2017  in Rangpur  
and  27 May in Jhenaidah at the DAE Conference 
Room,  respectively. In the programmes, keynote 
papers were presented by Dr. Md. Monirul Islam, 
Director (Nutrition), BARC. In Rangpur,  Mr. S. 
M. Ashraf Ali, Deputy Director, DAE, Rangpur 
was present as special guest in both the inaugural 
session and closing ceremony of the programme. 
On the other  hand, in Jhenaidah, Mr. Mubarak 
Ali, Director (Training), Department of 
Extension, Dhaka and Mr. Shah Md. Akramul 
Haque, Deputy Director, Jhenaidah, DAE were 
the chief guest and special guest respectively.

With the view to create awareness to the mass 
people, the participants viz., Upazilla Agriculture 
Officer including other officials at Upazilla level, 
teachers, magistrates, mango growers, traders, 
pesticide dealers and  reporters from the print and 

electronic media were invited to attend the 
workshop from the greater Rangpur and 
Jhenaidah districts.

A workshop on Review of Socio-economic 
Research Programme (2016-17) and Future 
Research Programme (2017-18) of NARS 
Institutes was held on 18 June 2017 at 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council, 
Farmgate, Dhaka. Dr. A.S.M. Anwarul Huq, 
Member-Director (AERS), BARC presided over 
the inaugural session. A total of eighty 
participants including scientists, professors, 
agriculture experts and delegates from different 
research organizations, universities and private 
sectors attended the workshop. The present and 
future research activities were presented by the 
representatives of the NARS institutes. Two 
technical sessions were presided over by 
Professor Dr. Rezaul Karim Talukder, Advisor, 
MUCH, FAO/MoFood and Dr. Jahangir Alam, 
Former Director General, BLRI, Dhaka. Five 
expert reviewers namely Dr. Md. Abul Quasem, 
Former Senior Research Fellow, BIDS, Dr. M. 
Shahadad Hossain, Former Director General, 
BARI, Dr. Firoze Shah Sikder, Former Director 
General, BRRI, Dr. Shaikh Abdus Sabur, 
Professor, BAU and Dr. Md. Aktaruzzaman, 
Professor, BAU, Mymensingh reviewed the 

whole presented research projects critically and 
made important comments/suggestions in the 
workshop.

The big projects to be carried by BARI are 
expected to be carefully planned and before 
starting special discussion meeting may be 
organized keeping in view the objectives of the 
study and the analytical procedures to be 
followed before drafting the study report.  It is  
also important to note that every research study is 
expected to have some hypotheses that to be 
tested on the basis of information collected and 
accordingly the survey methodology need to be 
designed and data collection should follow it. 
Analysis of collected data should try to examine 
the hypotheses to be tested and identify the 
relevant factors that influence the decision 
making by the stake-holders involved.

A day-long workshop on Field Monitoring 
Activities under Research Grant Fund (2016-17) 
of Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 
(BARC) was held at BARC on 29 May 2017. 
Planning and Evaluation Division of BARC 
organized the workshop. Thirty three projects 
were implemented by different NARS institutes 
and Agricultural Universities.

A total of 90 participants comprising of 
Monitoring Members, Principal Investigators of 
the Projects, Member Directors, Directors, CSOs, 
PSOs, SSOs and other officers of BARC 
participated in the workshop. Dr. Mohammod 
Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman, BARC was 
present as the chief guest. Dr. Paresh Chandra 
Golder, Member-Director, Planning & 
Evaluation, BARC presided over the inaugural 
session. The objective of the workshop was to 
provide clear and concise understanding on the 
present status of the projects. Team leader or his 
representative presented field condition, financial 
status, success, and constraints of the projects. A 
good number of recommendations were adopted 
through open discussions. The recommendation 
and closing sessions were presided over by Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman, 
BARC. 

Two-day long workshop on Progress Review of 
Research Projects under Research Grant Fund of 
BARC was held at the BARC Training Building 
during 18-19 June 2017. The objectives of the 
workshop were to review the progress of research 
activities under Research Grant Fund of BARC 
implemented by the NARS institutes and 
different Agricultural Universities in Bangladesh. 
There were 33 projects under research grant of 
BARC. A total of 100 participants comprising of  
Principal Investigators of the Projects, Member 
Directors, Directors, CSOs, PSOs, SSOs and 
other officers of BARC participated in the 
workshop. Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder, 
Member-Director, Planning & Evaluation, BARC 
presided over the inaugural session. Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin,  Executive Chairman, 
BARC was present as the chief guest and Dr. Md. 
Abdul Awal, Chief Scientific Officer, Planning & 
Evaluation, BARC gave the welcome address 
and briefed the objectives and importance of 
workshop. Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder 

highlighted the areas of Research Grant Fund and 
emphasized on the proper utilization of fund. Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, the Chief Guest and 
Executive Chairman of BARC emphasized on the 
submission of final report as par format. He 
suggested to take next year activities based on 
workplan and to show a tangible output within 
the project period. Followed by the inaugural, 
five technical sessions were chaired by Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman of 
BARC, Dr. Bhagya Rani Banik, Director 
General, BRRI, Dr. Md. Lutfar Rahman, Director 
(Research), BARI, Professor Dr. Lutful Hassan, 
Department of Genetics Plant Breeding, BAU 
and Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder, Member Director 
(P&E), BARC. A good number of 
recommendations were adopted in the workshop 
which will be followed in future activities.

A meeting of Technical Committee was held at 
BARC on 27 April 2017. The meeting was 
presided over by Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder, 
Member Director, Planning and Evaluation 
division, the Convener of the committee. Almost 
all the members of the committee (from 9 
institutes along with BARC) attended the 
meeting. Convener discussed about the 
background as well as research priorities of 
Special Fund Nitimala/2016. After detail 
discussion, following decisions were  made by 
the committee:

1) Progress report of research proposals 
approved for 2016-17 should be sent at 
BARC on the last week of May/2017.

2) Field monitoring team of BARC will visit 
the research field or laboratory on the last 
week of May/2017.

3) A review workshop should be organized by 
BARC on technical and physical progress 
of proposals approved for 2016-17 on mid 
June/2017.

4)  New research proposals should be matched 
with the research priority areas.

5) Incorporation of research priorities in 
special fund nitimala e.g. good 
agricultural practices, IPM, high value 
crops production and multiple use, quality 
seed production and renewable fuel etc.

A meeting of Technical Committee of GoB 
special fund on scrutiny and evaluation of 
research proposals submitted for financing 
2017-18 was held at BARC on 7 June 2017. Dr. 
Paresh Chandra Golder, Member Director  
Planning and Evaluation, the Convener of the 
Technical Committee chaired the meeting. Dr. 
Sheikh Mohammad Bokhtiar was present as 
member secretary of the committee. Almost all 
the members of the committee attended the 
meeting. Dr. Bokhtiar explained the background, 
objectives and research priorities of special fund 
provided by MoA in accordance with Special 
Fund Nitimala/2016. After scrutiny and 
evaluation, technical committee recommended 12 
proposals among 82 of BARI, 04 proposals 
among 12 of BRRI, 07 proposals among 11 of 
BINA, 05 proposals among 10 of BSRI, 05 
proposals among 08 of BJRI, 04 proposals 
among 10 of SRDI, 01 proposal among 02 of 
CDB, 01 proposal from BIRTAN, 04 proposals 
among 08 of BADC. Total 43 research proposals 
have been recommended by Technical 
Committee of Special Fund.

The World Bank, International Fund for 
Agricultural Development, The United States 
Agency for International Development and the 
Government of Bangladesh funded National 
Agricultural Technology Program Project 
(NATP) is a comprehensive project with focus on 
revitalizing the agricultural technology system 

and increasing agricultural productivity in 
Bangladesh. The Project Implementation Unit 
(PIU) of BARC is the prime national agricultural 
research component and is the implementing arm 
of all NATP activities on behalf of the 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council. In 
attaining the projects objectives concerning 
BARC/NARS, the PIU-BARC in close 
collaboration with the NARIs and related others 
is undertaking activities to transform agricultural 
research more participatory and demand-driven 
and develop technologies to promote sustainable 
intensification, diversification mechanization of 
agriculture through efficient natural resources 
management. 

Research Management

Competitive Research Grant (CRG)
PIU-BARC invites application for Concept Note 
(CN) of CRG sub projects on 03 October 2016. 
After deadline, PIU received 537 nos of CRG 
research proposal. Nine Technical committees 
reviewed 537 nos. of CN and selected 206 nos. of 
CN for submission of full research proposals. 
After submission of full research proposal within 
deadline, according to Project Implementation 
Manual (PIM), each full proposal should be 
reviewed by two independent reviewers on view 
of that Technical division of BARC set 
independent reviewer panel. Recommended 
research proposal were placed in Executive 
Council, BARC and EC approved 192 nos of 
research project with the total budget of 4834.00 
lakh taka. PIU-BARC has finally started to 
disburse fund.

Program Based Research Grant (PBRG) 
PIU-BARC invites application for Concept Note 
of PBRG sub projects on 03 October 2016. After 
deadline, PIU has received 148 nos of PBRG 
concept notes. Nine Technical committees 
reviewed 148 nos. of PBRG sub projects. Final 
selection and approval is under way of process 
and awarded soon. Hopefully total allocated 
amount will be disbursed.

Human Resources Development
For capacity development of the National 
Agricultural Research System (NARS), 8664.00 
lakh taka has allocated in the NATP-2, 
PIU-BARC for provides 60 foreign PhD, 260 
persons short-term training, 200 persons seminar, 
workshop, conference and study visits etc. in 
various fields of agriculture and policy level in 
abroad. On other hand there are provisions for 60 
local PhD, 3520 persons training, 100 batches 
workshop, conference, seminar, meeting within 
country. PIU has announced local and foreign 
PhD scholarship for NARS and project related 
organizations. Besides, 04 nos. training 
workshops on “Implementation Procedure for 
CRG Sub Projects” were made in this reporting 
period.

Progress of Procurement 
The total 11510.00 lakh taka has allocated for 
procurement of goods, works and services. In 
financial year 2016-17, total 05 nos. procurement 
packages were done. Four national consultants 
have under process of appointment.

Financial Progress
The total cost of PIU-BARC as per Development 
Project Proposal (DPP) is 40273 lakh taka. The 
Government of Bangladesh contributes 1245 lakh 
taka including in kinds.  The World Bank, IFAD 
and USAID share 39028.00 lakh taka as a project 
aid. ADP allocation for the year 2016-17 was Tk. 
1920.00 (GoB Tk.420.00 and RPA Tk.1500.00) 
& Revised ADP allocation for this year was 
Tk.789.00 (GoB Tk.42.00 and RPA Tk.747.00). 
Total expenditure during the FY 2016-17 was 
Tk.769.77 (GoB Tk. 41.99 and RPA Tk. 
727.78).Total cumulative expenditure since 
inception up to 30 June 2017 was Tk.769.77 
(GoB Tk. 41.99 and RPA Tk. 727.78).

Chief Scientific Officer and Principal Scientific 
Officer of Soils Unit participated in an 
exploratory visit in Arhus University, Denmark 
during 16-21 May 2017 as the members of high 
level 11-Membered Team lead by the Additional 
Secretary, MoA. The objective of the visit was to 
see 120and learn application of bio-slurry as 
organic fertilizer in crop production in Denmark 
and explore possibility using the technology in 
Bangladesh.

The team visited the bio-slurry production plant 
and crop field as well that was applied with 
bio-slurry. There were discussion meetings and 
sharing of knowledge on different aspects of 
bio-slurry production and its use in crop 
production. The team also visited factories to 
observe machineries used in application of 
bio-slurry in the field and discussed about the 
operation and performance of the machines. 
Those machines were of very big size. The team 
discussed about the possibility of production of 
smaller size machines and export to Bangladesh 
since our land holdings are of small sizes.  
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Scientists of Soils Unit visiting a bio-gas plant at Denmark 
as the members of an Exploratory Visiting Team



gardening in human life. In this regard he drew 
attention of the scientists to provide the farmers 
with quality planting materials. Other speakers 
also urged to maintain environment and 
ecological balance by planting fruit saplings 
around their respective homesteads.

Wheat blast disease out broke for the first time 
during the rabi season in 2016 at the southern 
region of Bangladesh. Rice blast disease also 
reported during Boro season in some areas 
especially in Khulna and Jessore regions. 
Considering both the issues with due importance, 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 
organized a day long Consultation Workshop on 
Rice and Wheat Blast Management in 
Bangladesh on 11 May 2017 at BARC.

In this workshop, Matia Chowdhury, MP, 
Honorable Minister, Ministry of Agriculture was 
the chief guest where Mr. Mohammad 
Moinuddin Abdullah, Secretary, Ministry of 
Agriculture, chaired the workshop. Dr. Paresh 
Chandra Golder, Member Director (Planning & 
Evaluation) delivered the welcome address. In 
this workshop three papers viz. (1) Present field 
status of rice and wheat blast disease in 
Bangladesh, (2)  Present status of rice blast in 
Bangladesh and its management strategies and 

(3)  Present status of wheat blast  in Bangladesh 
and its management  were presented by Mr. 
Chaitanya Kumar Das, Director (Field Service) 
DAE, Dr. Md. Abdul Latif, Principal Scientific 
Officer and Head, Plant Pathology Division, 
BRRI and Dr Naresh Chandra Deb Barma, 
Director, Wheat Research Centre, BARI, 
respectively.  Experts from BARI, BRRI, BINA, 
BARC, BADC, DAE, BAU, BSMRAU, SAU, 
IRRI, CIMMYT and KGF participated in the 
workshop and discussed the issues for mitigating 
outbreak of rice and wheat blast diseases in 
Bangladesh. Eventually some recommendations 
were made on different areas of blast diseases 
such as Research, Technology Transfer, Capacity 
Building and Policy Planning to save the crops 
from emerging problem of wheat and rice blast.

A day long seminar on Strength, Opportunity, 
Challenges and Strategies of Ministry of 
Agriculture for Achieving Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) was held at 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 
Auditorium on 14 June 2017. The seminar was 
chaired by Mr. Mohammad Moinuddin Abdullah, 
Senior Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture. 
Hon’ble Agriculture Minister Matia Chowdhury, 
MP was present as chief guest and Mr. Md. Abul 
Kalam Azad, Chief Coordinator, SDGs 
implementation, Prime Minister Office was 
present as special guest. Representatives from 
Ministry of Agriculture, Planning Commission 
and heads of different Organizations/Agencies, 
Development Partners, NGO representatives, 
Fertilizer and Seed dealers were present in the 
seminar. The welcome address was delivered by 
Mr. Mohammad Nazmul Islam, Additional 
Secretary (PPC), Ministry of Agriculture. Dr. 
Abul Kalam Azad, Director-General of BARI 
was the moderator of the technical session. Two 
papers Strength, Opportunity, Challenges and 

Strategies of Ministry of Agriculture for 
Achieving Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) and Action Plan of Agriculture Ministry 
for Achieving Sustainable Development Goal 
(SDG)-2 were presented by Mr. Kazi Rayhan, 
Additional Deputy Director, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Mr. S. M. Imrul Hassan, Senior 
Assistant Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture 
respectively. Dr. Wais Kabir, Executive Director, 
Krishi Gobeshona Foundation (KGF) and Mr. 
Md. Monzurul Hannan former Director-General 
of Department of Agricultural Extension (DAE) 
were present as discussants. Some important 
recommendations were adopted in the seminar. 
The recommendations were incorporated in the 
Action Plan of Ministry of Agriculture for 
achieving the SDGs.

A Progress Review Workshop on Seaweed 
Cultivation in Coastal Areas under the project of 
Capacity Building for Conducting Adaptive 
Trials on Seaweed Cultivation in Coastal Areas 
was held on 19 June 2017 at BARC. Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman of 
BARC was the chief guest and Dr. Wais Kabir, 
Executive Director (KGF) chaired the inaugural 
session of the workshop.

Dr. Aziz Zilani Chowdhury, Member Director 
(Crops) delivered the welcome address. Three 
articles were presented in the workshop viz. 
(1)Activities and Achievements of Seaweed 
Cultivation (BARC Part), (2)  Research 
Achievements of Seaweed Cultivation (BARI 
Part) and (3)  Lessons Learned from Adaptive 
Trials on Seaweed Cultivation and Future 
Strategy of Seaweed Research and Cultivation 
(Lab and Open Sea). Scientists from BARI, 
BRRI, BINA, BJRI, BSRI, BARC, DAE, 
BSMRAU, BIRTAN, DU, Hortex Foundation 
and KGF participated in the workshop.

Dr. Md. Aziz Zilani Chowdhury, Member 
Director (Officiating), Crops Division, BARC 
and Member Secretary, Joint Follow-up 
Committee (JFC) along with other five delegates 
of Bangladesh visited Sri Lanka during 29-31 
May 2017 under the signed Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) between the Bangladesh 
Agricultural Research Council (BARC) and the 
Sri Lankan Council for Agricultural Research and 
Policy (SLCARP) to follow-up the execution of 
the MoU and revised the proposed workplan. 
Revised workplan includes Study Visits, 
Training, Exchange of Technologies, Novel 
Innovative Areas for both Parties, Exchange of 

Experts, Collaborative Project and Miscellaneous 
and it was sent to MoA for consent of other 
concerned ministries.

Dr. Md. Abdus Salam, PSO (Crops), National 
Focal Point of ITPGRFA and Member of the 
Scientific Advisory Committee of Asia region 
attended the Second Meeting of the Scientific 
Advisory Committee on the Global Information 
System of Article 17 of the Treaty at Rome, Italy 
during 13-14 June 2017. The agenda of the 
meeting were: 1. Adoption of the Agenda,

2. Operations and Implementation of the 
Programme of Work, 3. Review of the Guidelines 
for Digital Object Identifiers, 4. Access and use 
of PGRFA information through the Global 
Information System, 5. Partnerships and 
collaborations, 6. Other Matters and 7. Adoption 
of the Report.

Agricultural Information Centre, BARC 
organized a 5-day training course on Technical 
Report Writing and Editing during 14-18 May 
2017 at BARC. The training program was 

inaugurated by Mr. Md. Rafique Mostafa Kamal, 
Director, AIC. The main objective of training 
program was to make the editors, scientists, 
publication officers and other officers involved in 

publication activities aware of the modern and 
proper techniques of technical/scientific report 
writing and editing so that scientific publications 
and reports would be more meaningful and 
useful. Twenty five officials from BARC and 
NARS institutes attended the training 
programme. The training course included the 
techniques of writing technical and scientific 
papers, contents and conventions, methodology 
of scientific article, reference citation, unicode 
and web publishing, IPR copyright, image 
processing using illustration in printing etc.

In the concluding session Dr. Mohammod Jalal 
Uddin, Executive Chairman, BARC was present 
as chief guest and gave certificates among the 
participants. Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder. MD, 
Planning and Evaluation, Dr. Sultan Ahmed, MD, 
NRM and Dr. SM Khorshed Alam, Director, 
Training were present as special guests where 
Mr. Md. Rafique Mostafa Kamal, Director, AIC 
was present as chairperson. The chief guest in his 
speech highlighted the importance of the training 
on Technical Report Writing and Editing. He also 
appreciated the program and suggested to 
continue this course for enriching the scientific 
publications.

Hands-on training on Vermi-Compost Production 
Technology under AFACI-GAP project was 
conducted on 11 April 2017 at Lochanpur village 
of Raipura upazilla under Narsingdi District. 
Twelve participants including four male farmers 
participated in the training programme. 
Vermi-compost production materials like, 
concrete ring, polythene, live earthworms, semi 
decomposed cowdung, plant debris (banana and 
water hyacinth) were distributed among 12 
participating farmers. The prepared 
vermi-compost is being used in the guava-GAP 
demonstration.

Training on Standard and Compliance was 
conducted for DAE officials and SAAOs of 
Narsingdi district on 15 May 2017. A total of 50 
participants including 18 upazila and district 
level officers of DAE participated in the training 
course. Executive Chairman of BARC, Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin was the chief guest 
while Mr. Chaitanya Kumar Das, Director Field 
Service, DAE, Khamarbari was present as special 
guest in the inaugural session of the training 
programme. The AFACI GAP Project PI Dr. 
Mian Sayeed Hassan conducted the training 
course. A training manual on Bangladesh GAP 
was provided to the participants.

Training on Standard and Compliance was 
conducted for SAAOs and advance farmers of 
Narsingdi district on 16 May 2017. A total of 50 
participants comprising of 45 SAAOs and 5 
farmers of Narsingdi district participated in the 
training course. Member Director of Planning 
and Evaluation of BARC, Dr. Paresh Chandra 
Golder was the chief guest while Dr. Aziz Zilani 
Chowdhury, Member Director, Crops was present 
as special guest in the inaugural session of the 
training programme. The PI of AFACI GAP 
Project Dr. Mian Sayeed Hassan conducted the 
training course.

Inaugural session and three Technical sessions of 
first day of The 3rd Meeting of the Technical 
Working Groups (TWGs) of the Asian and Pacific 
Network for Testing of Agricultural Machinery 
(ANTAM) was held in Bangladesh Agricultural 
Research Council on 24 May 2017. 

The objective of this meeting was to develop 
ANTAM testing Codes on Power Tillers and 
Knapsack-Misters-Cum-Dusters and complete 
the first version of the ANTAM Code for Paddy 
Transplanter. This technical meeting provides an 
opportunity for testing Engineers from 13 

member countries, international experts and 
private sector representatives to exchange 
national practices and provide recommendations 
during the process of standard-setting.

Under the part of human resource development 
activities Nutrition Unit, BARC organized two 
workshops jointly with BIRTAN on  Uses of 
Colors in Food and Food products: Health 
Consequence during 20 May 2017  in Rangpur  
and  27 May in Jhenaidah at the DAE Conference 
Room,  respectively. In the programmes, keynote 
papers were presented by Dr. Md. Monirul Islam, 
Director (Nutrition), BARC. In Rangpur,  Mr. S. 
M. Ashraf Ali, Deputy Director, DAE, Rangpur 
was present as special guest in both the inaugural 
session and closing ceremony of the programme. 
On the other  hand, in Jhenaidah, Mr. Mubarak 
Ali, Director (Training), Department of 
Extension, Dhaka and Mr. Shah Md. Akramul 
Haque, Deputy Director, Jhenaidah, DAE were 
the chief guest and special guest respectively.

With the view to create awareness to the mass 
people, the participants viz., Upazilla Agriculture 
Officer including other officials at Upazilla level, 
teachers, magistrates, mango growers, traders, 
pesticide dealers and  reporters from the print and 

electronic media were invited to attend the 
workshop from the greater Rangpur and 
Jhenaidah districts.

A workshop on Review of Socio-economic 
Research Programme (2016-17) and Future 
Research Programme (2017-18) of NARS 
Institutes was held on 18 June 2017 at 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council, 
Farmgate, Dhaka. Dr. A.S.M. Anwarul Huq, 
Member-Director (AERS), BARC presided over 
the inaugural session. A total of eighty 
participants including scientists, professors, 
agriculture experts and delegates from different 
research organizations, universities and private 
sectors attended the workshop. The present and 
future research activities were presented by the 
representatives of the NARS institutes. Two 
technical sessions were presided over by 
Professor Dr. Rezaul Karim Talukder, Advisor, 
MUCH, FAO/MoFood and Dr. Jahangir Alam, 
Former Director General, BLRI, Dhaka. Five 
expert reviewers namely Dr. Md. Abul Quasem, 
Former Senior Research Fellow, BIDS, Dr. M. 
Shahadad Hossain, Former Director General, 
BARI, Dr. Firoze Shah Sikder, Former Director 
General, BRRI, Dr. Shaikh Abdus Sabur, 
Professor, BAU and Dr. Md. Aktaruzzaman, 
Professor, BAU, Mymensingh reviewed the 

whole presented research projects critically and 
made important comments/suggestions in the 
workshop.

The big projects to be carried by BARI are 
expected to be carefully planned and before 
starting special discussion meeting may be 
organized keeping in view the objectives of the 
study and the analytical procedures to be 
followed before drafting the study report.  It is  
also important to note that every research study is 
expected to have some hypotheses that to be 
tested on the basis of information collected and 
accordingly the survey methodology need to be 
designed and data collection should follow it. 
Analysis of collected data should try to examine 
the hypotheses to be tested and identify the 
relevant factors that influence the decision 
making by the stake-holders involved.

A day-long workshop on Field Monitoring 
Activities under Research Grant Fund (2016-17) 
of Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 
(BARC) was held at BARC on 29 May 2017. 
Planning and Evaluation Division of BARC 
organized the workshop. Thirty three projects 
were implemented by different NARS institutes 
and Agricultural Universities.

A total of 90 participants comprising of 
Monitoring Members, Principal Investigators of 
the Projects, Member Directors, Directors, CSOs, 
PSOs, SSOs and other officers of BARC 
participated in the workshop. Dr. Mohammod 
Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman, BARC was 
present as the chief guest. Dr. Paresh Chandra 
Golder, Member-Director, Planning & 
Evaluation, BARC presided over the inaugural 
session. The objective of the workshop was to 
provide clear and concise understanding on the 
present status of the projects. Team leader or his 
representative presented field condition, financial 
status, success, and constraints of the projects. A 
good number of recommendations were adopted 
through open discussions. The recommendation 
and closing sessions were presided over by Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman, 
BARC. 

Two-day long workshop on Progress Review of 
Research Projects under Research Grant Fund of 
BARC was held at the BARC Training Building 
during 18-19 June 2017. The objectives of the 
workshop were to review the progress of research 
activities under Research Grant Fund of BARC 
implemented by the NARS institutes and 
different Agricultural Universities in Bangladesh. 
There were 33 projects under research grant of 
BARC. A total of 100 participants comprising of  
Principal Investigators of the Projects, Member 
Directors, Directors, CSOs, PSOs, SSOs and 
other officers of BARC participated in the 
workshop. Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder, 
Member-Director, Planning & Evaluation, BARC 
presided over the inaugural session. Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin,  Executive Chairman, 
BARC was present as the chief guest and Dr. Md. 
Abdul Awal, Chief Scientific Officer, Planning & 
Evaluation, BARC gave the welcome address 
and briefed the objectives and importance of 
workshop. Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder 

highlighted the areas of Research Grant Fund and 
emphasized on the proper utilization of fund. Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, the Chief Guest and 
Executive Chairman of BARC emphasized on the 
submission of final report as par format. He 
suggested to take next year activities based on 
workplan and to show a tangible output within 
the project period. Followed by the inaugural, 
five technical sessions were chaired by Dr. 
Mohammod Jalal Uddin, Executive Chairman of 
BARC, Dr. Bhagya Rani Banik, Director 
General, BRRI, Dr. Md. Lutfar Rahman, Director 
(Research), BARI, Professor Dr. Lutful Hassan, 
Department of Genetics Plant Breeding, BAU 
and Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder, Member Director 
(P&E), BARC. A good number of 
recommendations were adopted in the workshop 
which will be followed in future activities.

A meeting of Technical Committee was held at 
BARC on 27 April 2017. The meeting was 
presided over by Dr. Paresh Chandra Golder, 
Member Director, Planning and Evaluation 
division, the Convener of the committee. Almost 
all the members of the committee (from 9 
institutes along with BARC) attended the 
meeting. Convener discussed about the 
background as well as research priorities of 
Special Fund Nitimala/2016. After detail 
discussion, following decisions were  made by 
the committee:

1) Progress report of research proposals 
approved for 2016-17 should be sent at 
BARC on the last week of May/2017.

2) Field monitoring team of BARC will visit 
the research field or laboratory on the last 
week of May/2017.

3) A review workshop should be organized by 
BARC on technical and physical progress 
of proposals approved for 2016-17 on mid 
June/2017.

4)  New research proposals should be matched 
with the research priority areas.

5) Incorporation of research priorities in 
special fund nitimala e.g. good 
agricultural practices, IPM, high value 
crops production and multiple use, quality 
seed production and renewable fuel etc.

A meeting of Technical Committee of GoB 
special fund on scrutiny and evaluation of 
research proposals submitted for financing 
2017-18 was held at BARC on 7 June 2017. Dr. 
Paresh Chandra Golder, Member Director  
Planning and Evaluation, the Convener of the 
Technical Committee chaired the meeting. Dr. 
Sheikh Mohammad Bokhtiar was present as 
member secretary of the committee. Almost all 
the members of the committee attended the 
meeting. Dr. Bokhtiar explained the background, 
objectives and research priorities of special fund 
provided by MoA in accordance with Special 
Fund Nitimala/2016. After scrutiny and 
evaluation, technical committee recommended 12 
proposals among 82 of BARI, 04 proposals 
among 12 of BRRI, 07 proposals among 11 of 
BINA, 05 proposals among 10 of BSRI, 05 
proposals among 08 of BJRI, 04 proposals 
among 10 of SRDI, 01 proposal among 02 of 
CDB, 01 proposal from BIRTAN, 04 proposals 
among 08 of BADC. Total 43 research proposals 
have been recommended by Technical 
Committee of Special Fund.

The World Bank, International Fund for 
Agricultural Development, The United States 
Agency for International Development and the 
Government of Bangladesh funded National 
Agricultural Technology Program Project 
(NATP) is a comprehensive project with focus on 
revitalizing the agricultural technology system 

and increasing agricultural productivity in 
Bangladesh. The Project Implementation Unit 
(PIU) of BARC is the prime national agricultural 
research component and is the implementing arm 
of all NATP activities on behalf of the 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council. In 
attaining the projects objectives concerning 
BARC/NARS, the PIU-BARC in close 
collaboration with the NARIs and related others 
is undertaking activities to transform agricultural 
research more participatory and demand-driven 
and develop technologies to promote sustainable 
intensification, diversification mechanization of 
agriculture through efficient natural resources 
management. 

Research Management

Competitive Research Grant (CRG)
PIU-BARC invites application for Concept Note 
(CN) of CRG sub projects on 03 October 2016. 
After deadline, PIU received 537 nos of CRG 
research proposal. Nine Technical committees 
reviewed 537 nos. of CN and selected 206 nos. of 
CN for submission of full research proposals. 
After submission of full research proposal within 
deadline, according to Project Implementation 
Manual (PIM), each full proposal should be 
reviewed by two independent reviewers on view 
of that Technical division of BARC set 
independent reviewer panel. Recommended 
research proposal were placed in Executive 
Council, BARC and EC approved 192 nos of 
research project with the total budget of 4834.00 
lakh taka. PIU-BARC has finally started to 
disburse fund.

Program Based Research Grant (PBRG) 
PIU-BARC invites application for Concept Note 
of PBRG sub projects on 03 October 2016. After 
deadline, PIU has received 148 nos of PBRG 
concept notes. Nine Technical committees 
reviewed 148 nos. of PBRG sub projects. Final 
selection and approval is under way of process 
and awarded soon. Hopefully total allocated 
amount will be disbursed.

Human Resources Development
For capacity development of the National 
Agricultural Research System (NARS), 8664.00 
lakh taka has allocated in the NATP-2, 
PIU-BARC for provides 60 foreign PhD, 260 
persons short-term training, 200 persons seminar, 
workshop, conference and study visits etc. in 
various fields of agriculture and policy level in 
abroad. On other hand there are provisions for 60 
local PhD, 3520 persons training, 100 batches 
workshop, conference, seminar, meeting within 
country. PIU has announced local and foreign 
PhD scholarship for NARS and project related 
organizations. Besides, 04 nos. training 
workshops on “Implementation Procedure for 
CRG Sub Projects” were made in this reporting 
period.

Progress of Procurement 
The total 11510.00 lakh taka has allocated for 
procurement of goods, works and services. In 
financial year 2016-17, total 05 nos. procurement 
packages were done. Four national consultants 
have under process of appointment.

Financial Progress
The total cost of PIU-BARC as per Development 
Project Proposal (DPP) is 40273 lakh taka. The 
Government of Bangladesh contributes 1245 lakh 
taka including in kinds.  The World Bank, IFAD 
and USAID share 39028.00 lakh taka as a project 
aid. ADP allocation for the year 2016-17 was Tk. 
1920.00 (GoB Tk.420.00 and RPA Tk.1500.00) 
& Revised ADP allocation for this year was 
Tk.789.00 (GoB Tk.42.00 and RPA Tk.747.00). 
Total expenditure during the FY 2016-17 was 
Tk.769.77 (GoB Tk. 41.99 and RPA Tk. 
727.78).Total cumulative expenditure since 
inception up to 30 June 2017 was Tk.769.77 
(GoB Tk. 41.99 and RPA Tk. 727.78).

Chief Scientific Officer and Principal Scientific 
Officer of Soils Unit participated in an 
exploratory visit in Arhus University, Denmark 
during 16-21 May 2017 as the members of high 
level 11-Membered Team lead by the Additional 
Secretary, MoA. The objective of the visit was to 
see 120and learn application of bio-slurry as 
organic fertilizer in crop production in Denmark 
and explore possibility using the technology in 
Bangladesh.

The team visited the bio-slurry production plant 
and crop field as well that was applied with 
bio-slurry. There were discussion meetings and 
sharing of knowledge on different aspects of 
bio-slurry production and its use in crop 
production. The team also visited factories to 
observe machineries used in application of 
bio-slurry in the field and discussed about the 
operation and performance of the machines. 
Those machines were of very big size. The team 
discussed about the possibility of production of 
smaller size machines and export to Bangladesh 
since our land holdings are of small sizes.  
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RvZxq K…wl M‡elYv cÖwZôvbmg~‡ni M‡elYv mgš^‡qi j‡¶¨ 1973 mv‡j evsjv‡`k K…wl M‡elYv KvDwÝj cÖwZôv 

Kiv nq| KvDwÝj RvZxq K…wl M‡elYv wm‡÷g I mn‡hvMx cÖwZôvbmg~‡ni M‡elYv Kvh©µg mgš^qmn M‡elYv †¶‡Î 

‰ØZZv cwinvi I K…wl M‡elYvi gvb Dbœq‡b cÖ‡qvRbxq w`K wb‡`©kbv ‡`qvi gva¨‡g Lv`¨ I cywó wbivcËv weav‡b 

miKv‡ii hveZxq K…wl Dbœqb Kvh©µ‡g mnvqZv ‡`q| KvDwÝ‡ji mv¤úªwZK D‡jøL‡hvM¨ mvdj¨ wbgœiæc:

•   RvZxq K…wl M‡elYv cÖwZôvbmg~‡ni kxl© ms¯’v wn‡m‡e K…wl M‡elYvq bxwZ-wba©vi‡Yi Rb¨ M‡elYv AMÖvwaKvi 

    I wfkb WKz‡g›U 2030 cÖYqb   

•   gvwU, Rjevqy I GjvKv Dc‡hvMx dmj wbe©vPb Ges Drcv`b e„w×i j‡¶¨ µc †Rvwbs g¨vc cÖYqb

•   RvZxq K…wl M‡elYv wm‡÷‡gi weÁvbx‡`i ¯^í, ga¨ I `xN© †gqv`x cÖwk¶Y Gi Rb¨ gvbem¤ú` Dbœqb

    cwiKíbv 2025 cÖYqb

•   RvZxq K…wl cÖhyw³ cÖK‡íi (NATP) gva¨‡g 108wU M‡elYv cÖKí ev¯Íevqb

•   K…wl M‡elYv dvD‡Ûkb (KGF)  Gi gva¨‡g 101 wU cÖKí ev¯Íevqb

•   `w¶Y †Kvwiqvi AviwWGi A_©vq‡b Gwkqvb dzW wmwKDwiwU kxl©K cÖK‡íi gva¨‡g Zvc I jeYv³ mwnòy Mg 

    I av‡bi RvZ Ges km¨ msMÖ‡nvËimn Ab¨vb¨ DbœZ cÖhyw³ D™¢veb I  m¤úªmviY

•   ABSP II cÖK‡íi AvIZvq 4wU wewU †e¸‡bi RvZ D™¢veb

•   mvi mycvwikgvjv MvBW 2012 cÖYqb

•   mvi Drcv`b Ges evRviRvZKi†Y MwVZ cÖwgZKiY welqK RvZxq KwgwUi KvwiMix wel‡q mnvqZv  cÖ`vb

•   KvDwÝ‡ji ZË¡veav‡b cÖwZwU Dc‡Rjvi f~wg I g„wËKv m¤ú` Rixc Ges g„wËKv bgybv msMÖn, we‡kølY I 

    Zvi djvdjmn km¨ Drcv`b msµvšÍ Z_¨ cÖ`v‡bi gva¨‡g Dc‡Rjv wb‡`©wkKv cÖYqb I  gy`ªY

•   Z_¨ e¨e¯’vcbv Kvh©µg ‡Rvi`vi Kivi Rb¨ K…wl M‡elYv cÖwZôvbmg~‡n  ICT Ges MIS Cell, Data
    Centre  MVb I wRIMÖvdxKvj Bbdi‡gkb wm‡÷g (GIS) I Management Information Systyem 
    (MIS) Dbœqb 

•   K„wl M‡elYv I Dbœq‡b mn‡hvwMZvg~jK Kg©KvÛ †Rvi`vi Kivi j‡¶¨ wewfbœ †`k I AvšÍR©vwZK K…wl M‡elYv

    ms¯’vi mv‡_ mg‡SvZv Pzw³ ¯^v¶i

K…wlB mg„w×

evsj v ‡`k K … wl  M‡elYv  KvD wÝj

b ~Zb weg vb e ›`i moK, dvg © ‡MU,  X vKv  -1215|

‡dvb:  +880-2-9135587, +880-2-9110842;

B-‡gBj: ec-barc@barc.gov.bd,  info@barc.gov.bd; 
I‡qemvBU:  www.barc.gov.bd
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